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^N PREFACE. 




HE Editor feds a twofold satisfaction ki 
being accessary to the publication of the 
following Memoir. In the first place, 
because it affords him an opportunity of 
testifying his regard for her who is the 
subject of it; and^ in the second place^ 
because he is convinced that the character 
of the Memoir is decidedly one of those^ 
which are best calculated for general use* 
fulness. It is devoid^ indeed, of features 
very striking and uncommon : there is 
no remarkable conversion from a course 
peculiarly indicating an estrangement from 
God : there is no exploit exhibited to arrest 
the attention and excite the astonishment of 
the reader : there is no display of remark- 
able genius or attainment: — but there 
is that in the Memoir which, above all 
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other considerations, stamps its value; 
there is the example of an early and well- 
considered dedication to the Lord ; the 
example of a uniform course of filial obe- 
dience; the example of a long life spent in 
the service of the Saviour^ without any fall 
or inconsistency, beyond what is common 
to the people of God in their present im- 
perfect state of existence. 

Judging from his own feelings, the Edi- 
tor is persuaded that the Memoir will 
prove very acceptable to Christian Parents. 
Who can rise from the perusal of it, with- 
out an ardent desire, that the children 
whom God has given him may early mani- 
fest 1^ similar work of grace ? What bless* 
ing in the whole world can be so enviable, 
as to have -a child at the age of eleven 
years thus awakened to a just sense of the 
grand truths of Christianity^ and unable to 
withhold from her parents the disclosure 
or the great things which God had done 
for her soul? If a similar course is pur^^ 
sued, similar results may reasonably be 
expected. God has shewn his willingiiess 
to take the children of believing parents 
into covenant with himself. And if they 
are presented to him in faith in the ordi- 
nance of his own appointment, with what 
confidence may we hope, that a subsequent 
course of unceasing supplication on their 
behalf, of consistent example, and judicious 
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culture and discipline, will be crowned with 
Success. 

The Memoir too may suggest to Parents 
the vast importance of affording their chil- 
dren a decidedly religious education. It 
ought to be taken for granted by believers, 
that there is mercy in store for their chil- 
dren ; that having been presented to God 
in baptism, he has indeed accepted them 
as a part of liis adopted family, and only 
lent them back again to their earthly pa- 
rents, to be brought up for Himself. A 
firm reliance on the love and faithfulness 
of a Covenant God, should lead us to expect 
the developement of Christian character. 
And if so, surely all our arrangements 
should be made consistent with such an 
expectation. A child should never, if 
possible, be so situated, as not to have at 
hand, at the period of his turning from 
darkness to light, some experienced and 
spiritual-minded friend, to direct his new 
feelings, and to co-operate with the Holy 
Spirit in his work of mercy. 

With what gratitude does Mrs. Dawson 
speak of her spiritual advantages at this 
critical period ! 

And to Young Persons, the following 
Memoir is indeed most valuable. What 
a blessing is early piety ! It draws away 
the youthful mind from the poisoned 
streams of this vain world, and leads it to 
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the contemplation of objects which can 
alone yield solid enjoyment. If a young 
Christian glances his eye over the following 
pages^ let him see what he has to expect, 
if he diligently uses the means of grace. 
The way before him may look long and 
formidable; and each succeeding step in 
it may seem more arduous than those aU 
ready taken : and often in a dark and low- 
ering moment, it may be thought a vain 
thing to serve the Lord : but that gracious 
God who for more than half a century en- 
abled Mrs. Dawson to hold on her way, 
amid similar fears and dangers, will not be 
wanting to any who have learnt to repose 
on his onmipotence, and to plead the pro- 
mises of his grace. 

And if any part of the character of the 
deceased may be jingled out and noticed, 
as that which conduces, under the divine 
blessing, above every thing else to the 
Christian's continuance in the ways of the' 
Lord, it is her humility. Mrs. Dawson 
was eminently a humble Christian : not as 
it respected the facility or frequency with 
which she could speak in lowering terms 
of herself — this is no proof of humility — 
for there may be pride in the very confes- 
sions of our un worthiness : but the uniform 
tenor of her conduct practically evinced 
her humility. There was an unceasing- 
aim, even to the close of life, to be always 
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abounding in the work of the Lord, with 
(he least possible shew or ostentation. In 
the dispensing of her unbounded charities^ 
she was truly unwilling to let her left hand 
know what her right hand had done. And 
as a striking proof of her humility it may 
be worth mentioning^ that it was only a 
very few years before ^he died^ that her 
own chilaren were aware that any letters 
HI the Cardiphonia were addressed to hen 
So afraid was she of seeming conceited of 
the friendship of such an eminent Christian 
as Mr. Newton^ that to prevent the possi- 
bility of suspicion^ arising from her well- 
known acquaintance with him^ she had 
actually erased her initials in the family 
copy of that excellent work. It was this 
subjection of self, this lowness in her own 
eyes^ which kept her daily as a needy sinner 
at the feet of Jesus ; and hence arose her 
constant fellowship in the Gospel, from the 
first day of her conversion, until she was 
gathered in a good old age to her fathers. 
The Editor has stated his satisfaction at 
being accessary to the publication of the 
Ibllowiug Memoir. If the subject of it 
could feel a pleasure in attending a Church 
of which she was not a member^ because it 
reminded her of the period when there 
would be no divisions or differences a- 
mongst the faithful people of God; the 
Editor can truly say, that he reciprocates 
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the feeling ; and that it affords him ^ 
T^ry sincere gratification to pursue^ by his 
participation in this work^ a friendship of 
no ordinary description ; and which a dif* 
ference in some minor matters^ (never re* 
cognized, indeed, during the course of that 
friendship,) could not extinguish. With 
every feeling of predilection for his own 
communion^ he rejoices when he discovers 
that common ground on which all can 
stand, who love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity ; and he trusts the day is hasten** 
ine on^ when Ephraim shall not envy Ju* 
dah^ ain) Judan shall not vex Ephraim. 
Surely, without any compromise of prin- 
ciple, the Saviour's image must be loved 
wherever it is seen ; and sweet must be the 
foretastes of that heavenly world, in which 
all who have been influenced by one com- 
mon Spirit, shall sit around the table of 
their common Lord. 

The Public are indebted to the Daugh- 
ters of the deceased for the materials of 
this Memoir. It was not without some 
difBoulty that they could bring their minds 
to a measure, which they were well a- 
ware would have been so very abhorrent 
from the wishes of their beloved Parent. 
Her humble, retiring character would have 
led her to shrink from the idea of an ex- 
posure to others of her private commun- 
mg^with her God. But it is this very 
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{character of (be deceasedj vrhicb enhances 
the value of the following pages. She was 
the last person in the world to have penned 
a single sentence under the expectation of 
its travelling beyond her intended limits. 
The verv circumstance* that it could be 
supposed possible that a Diary had been 
penned with the remotest wish for its pub- 
licity would tit once destroy its value. 

There was an equal difficulty in deciding 
upon the propriety of publishing such writ^ 
jngs as the following nt all. To some it 
may seem altogether wrong to publish to 
the world the secret experience of the 
Christian. 

The Editor is thankful that both these 
difficulties have been surmounted. Of all 
religious reading, truly valuable Biogra- 
phy is the most of a desideratum. Such 
works as '^the Lives of pious women/' 
*^ Mrs. Graham's Life/' &c. have been most 
acceptable and useful in the religious 
world; and perhaps not the least instruc- 
tive and valuable parts of such writings 
are those in which^ as in many of Davicrs 
Psalms and other parts of Scripture^ the 
dealings of God with the souls of his chil- 
dren are developed. 

The Editor cannot help expressing bis 
personal obligations to the Compilers of this 
Memoir. Their beloved Mother was in 
the habit of regarding his children almost 
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as' a part of her own family : arid they will 
ever remember their kind friend with af- 
fection and regard* From this circum- 
stance, he feels it a great privilege and 
benefit to put her Life and Writings into 
their hands. And coming to them with 
all the advantage of old acquaintance, he 
indulges the hope and most earnestly prays, 
that his own dear children^ along with 
many other young persons^ may so read 
as to be led to imitate; and be encouraged 
to become followers of her, who through 
faith and patience, now inherits the pro- 
mises. *' She, being dead, yet speaketh." 

** Now see the saint immortal ; her I mean 

" WTio lived as such ; whose heart full bent on heaven, 

*' Lean'd all that way, her bias to the stais. 

" Observe the beauteous portrait, and admire, 

*' Nor stop to wonder— imitate and live." 
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LIFE AND WRITINGS 

OF 

MRS. DAWSON. 



X HE Subject of this Memoir, whose memory is 
embalmed in the minds of all who knew her, was 
bom in London on the 23d of September^ 1760* 
She was descended from a respectable and truly 
pious family. Her mother^s name was Fuller; and 
her father, Mr. George Flower, was for many years 
deacon of the church at White Row, under the pas- 
toral care of The Rev. Edwd. Eitchin. His ten*- 
demess towards his children, and the strong paternal 
anxiety he felt for their salvation, were deeply im- 
pressed on her mind, and fondly cherished in her 
recollection till the day of her death ; and after a life 
devoted to the service of God in the station he 
occupied, he triumphantly departed, leaving a de- 
lightful testimony of his safety and eternal happi- 
ness. This event is particularly recorded by her, 
being probably the first severe afHiction she had ever 
been called to suffer; nor did it find her ignorant of 
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the true source of comfort, for at that early period 
she had taken her Father's God to be her God, and 
experienced the blessedness of casting all her care 
on Him whom she then found to be the Father of 
the fatherless, and in the latter years of her life, the 
friend of the widow. For a considerable period pre- 
vious to her father'^s death, she had been a partaker 
of that grace, which introduces the soul into the 
family of God. 

She was placed at a boarding-school at Northamp- 
ton, conducted by Mrs. Trinder, a lady of eminent 
piety, with whom she afterwards maintained an 
interesting correspondence. In this situation the 
happy state of her mind may be inferred from the 
following letter, written when she was eleven years 
old, and dated the 17th of August, 1771. 

Northampton. 
Dear and honoured Parents : 

According to your desire, I shall now write 
you a short account of the dealings of Grod with my 
soul. Having the privilege to be bom of godly 
paraits, who frequently talked to me up<m religion, 
I soon became sensible that I was a sinner ; but I 
did not mind that, because I thought I was no greater 
a sinner than the rest of mankind. The advantage 
of sitting under a godly minister, made me see that 
my own righteousness could not save me; but I was 
not mindfrd of it, neither did I think about any other 
righteousness, tiU my sister once told me I could 
not be saved but by Christ, and ^^ that all the ad van- 
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OF MRS. DAWSON. 3 

tages I enjoyed of hearing the Gospel and of a reli- 
gious education, would rise up in judgment against 
me, and make my condemnation greater, and that 
after I had so many warnings from my parents and 
from her, they would all own my condemnation 
just, and glorify God in it.*" These words made 
some impression on my mind, but did not take deep 
root; yet it did not quite wear off, and it did ofttimes 
fill me with terror. This was followed with some 
dreadful thoughts of death, hell, and eternity. Then 
it was the Lord was pleased to shew me that I was 
a great sinner, and that I could not escape at the 
judgment-day. Then I used to think on those in 
hell. It was very dreadAil.to me to think what 
the wicked would do at the day of judgment, and 
of being in. that dreadful place for ever. Then I 
thought of the joys of the righteous ; they would be 
singing and praising God; and I longed to be assur- 
ed that I was one of the happy number. When my 
sister died, it made some impression on my mind; 
and I thought it was very merciful of the Lord to 
take her away and leave me, who was not fit for 
death. He might justly have taken me away and 
sent me to hell, and spared her a little longer to be 
the delight of her parents, and the joy of her brothers 
and sisters. These words in Prov, viii. 17. "I love 
them that love me,"" &c. were a great comfort to me: 
likewise Christ's ; *< Suffer little children to come 
unto me, &C.'' I thought also on that text, " I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to tepentance."' 
I thought it was great condescension in Christ, that 
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4 LIFE AND WRITINGS 

he should save such sinners as I was ; though I ne- 
ver had any great terrors on account of my sins, 
because the Lord was pleased to set home this text 
upon my heart: ^^ This is a faithful saying and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief."" 
But then I thought, Paul, only as other Christians, 
thought himself the chief of sinners, and I might be 
worse than him; but the verse following comforted 
me; again, the ISth verse made me stagger: viz. 
^* But I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief."" I thought I had sinned wilfiilly, 
knowing that I was wrong ; but the same verse also 
comforted me : ^^ Howbeit for this cause I obtained 
mercy, that in me first Christ Jesus might shew forth 
all long-suffering."" 1 Tim. i. 16. Neither did the 
Lord suffer me to go to the Law. I knew I could 
not be acquitted there. I saw the way of salvation 
by Christ, having had religious parents, who from 
my youth taught me to read the Scriptures and 
search them. This has been made of use to me, I 
hope. Oh ! may the Lord teach me to know them, 
and see myself interested in them. The promises 
have been greatly of use to my comfort, particularly 
the 5Sd, 54th, and 55th chapters of Isaiah. One 
time I was under a doubt whether I was a child of 
God or no, because I did not mourn so much on 
account of my sins, and had not such terrors as 
others. I told this to one of my schoolfellows, who 
said I might be like Lydia, who received the word 
with joy ; and represented to me such a sight of sin 
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M I hope I shall ever desire to have ; viz. to see that 
I am a poor, miserable, blind, and naked creature; 
that I may be humbled before Grod on this account, 
and at the same time not to despond, but tp have 
faith in Christ that he is able and willing to save 
me. The Rev. Mr. M^ Gowan preached from these 
words ; " They that are whole, need not a physician, 
&c.''^ wherein he said, there were some who mourned 
because they had not such terrors as others, and 
that they did not mourn on account of their sins 
as others; so they were mourning to have what 
others mourned for. He said it was a plain proof 
such a one was called by grace. One time I thought 
I was too young, and was such a little insignificant 
creature, that God had something else to think of 
that was better, and that he would not take notice 
of such a poor sinner as I was ; but I heard a sermim 
in which it was observed, Christ would not lose one 
of his whole body, and that the weakest and meanest 
believer should not perish, but all be brought safe 
to glory, and that whosoever cometh unto him he will 
by no. means cast out. Amongst all this, I had vety 
dreadful and very pleasing prospects of death and 
eternity, which I always loved to meditate upon. 
Mr. Ryland, whose preaching was of great use to 
me, observed, that if a sinner was made tp see more 
of his own sinfulness, and more of Christ^s beauty 
and fitness to save, it was real. He said, ^^ Could 
the devil produce desire fi>r any thing that was good? 
It was God who gave the desire ; and surely he must 
satisfy the desire he gave.*^ This greatly comforted 
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6 LIFE AND WRITINGS. 

me; it was then I longed to depart and be with 
Christ ; then I saw my interest in him to be clear. 
One time I was thinking upon that text : ^^ Come 
unto me, all ye that Ubour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.'" I thought, how did I know 
that Christ was willmg to save me ? then that text 
came with power : ^' Whoso will, let him come and 
take of the water of life freely.*" Another thing that 
comforted me was, the faithfulness and tenderness 
of God; his love to his people, who love him so 
little. Some such texts as these very much com- 
forted me. Rom. viii. 88, 39. "For I am per- 
suaded, that neither life nor death,*" &c. " For the 
mountains may depart and the hills be removed^ 
yet my loving-kindness shall not depart,*" &c. And 
** Ho every one that thirsteth. Sec*" Likewise the 
tenderness and love of Christ to his own people, 
that he loved them, and ** gave himself for them." 
^^ Like as a father pitieth his children, &c.'^ And 
'* Though he is the high and lofty One,*" &c. Mr. 
Ryland observed, that "to be contrite, was to be 
broken for sin, and from sin." One night he preach- 
ed from Dan. v. 26. " Thou art weighed in the bar- 
lance and art found wanting." He observed nothing 
but Christ'^s righteousness could make them equal ; 
all our own good works will for ever be weighed 
down. This put me on prayer to the Lord, that he 
would not let me be found wanting in the day when 
Christ shall make up his jewels. Something my 
papa said to me on the day of judgment, made it 
appear very dreadful to me : viz. how awfiil it would 
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OF MttS. DAWSON. 7 

be, to see the parents on the right hand and the 
children on the left; and though he had offered up 
many prayers on my account in this world, yet alt 
the tears and prayers in the world could not save 
me. Likewise my brother George^s dying sentences 
very much afifected me. I longed to be like him; 
and, when in a comfortable frame of mmd, the two 
verses he uttered on his death-bed were very sweet 
to me. 

This life's a dream, an empty shew ; 
But the bright worid to which I go 
Hath joys substantial and sincere ; 
When AaSl I wake and find me there ? 

glorious hour ! O blest abode ! 

1 shall be near, and like my God ! 
And flesh and sin no more ocmtroul 
The sacred pleasures of my soul. 

These verses made me long to die. Sometimes Z 
thought when I was not in a doubting frame, how 
could any one doubt of their intierest in Christ, who 
had any desire towards him? but I soon found I 
was. mistaken. But as I am a young one in the 
school of Christ, I know little of the darkness and 
terrors which others have experienced. One night 
when I was« at home, I heard of a fire somewhere, 
and could not go to sleep for fear our house should 
be burnt : however I thought the Lord could protect 
me and receive me to his arms if I was burnt ; and 
so went to sleep very comfortably. In the morning 
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I read a chapter where the book opened. It was at 
these words in the 9l8t Fsahn : '^ A thousand shall 
fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, 
but it shall not come nigh thee,*" &c. The whole 
Psalm was very comfortable to me. Another time 
I was very low and dull; and thought my sister 
bemg out made me so; and that I should be more 
cfaeerfol, if I went out; but I remained the same, 
having the fear of death before me. I strove to 
drive it off, but could not. I had these words in 
Heb. xii. 25. before me: " See that ye refiise not 
him that speaketh, &c.'" I thought it was God who 
put these thoughts of death into my mind. I was 
taken ill the next day and was afraid of death, 
though I did not apprehend it nigh : I had terrible 
views of eternity, of my state being fixed in a mo- 
ment, to be in endless misery, or endless happiness. 
Soon after this text of Scripture came to me, Isa. 
xl. 11. ^^ He shall gather the lambs in his arms, 
&c.^ I went on pretty comfortably for some time, 
when Mr. Ry land preached from Jer. m.22, <*Tum 
ye backsliding children, and I will heal your back- 
slidings.'*^ He mentioned the symptotna of backslid- 
ing : 1. The neglect of secret prayer. 2. An aver- 
sion to religious conversation and preaching the 
Gospel. 3. A fear of death on any sudden ilhiess. 
I was afraid that I had backslidden, but he said we 
had encouragement to return; therefore I hope it 
will be ray daily prayer that God would keep me 
close to himself, and be the guide of my youth, as I 
am unable to keep myself. Thus far I hope the 
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Lord has brought me on my way, and that he will 
continue his work in my heart: for whom he loves, 
he loves unto the end. And I hope and pray, 
he will make me sensible of my own vileness, and 
more of the beauty and fitness of Christ to save me; 
and that he will be with me to bless me, with all 
those who, through the goodness and mercy of God, 
have been made useful in confirming and strength- 
ening me in my way to heaven. I am now very 
comfi^rtable. I long for that glorious time, when 
we shall' meet I hope in glory. I hope there will 
not be one- of the family left behind. I thought I 
should have had the pleasure of seeing my papa and 
brother at Northampton ; but hope we shall meet be- 
fore Christmas. With love to my brother and sister, 
*^I am. 
Dear and honoured Parents, 
Your dutifiil daughter, 

Jane Floweb. 

How must the hearts of her parents have rejoiced 
on receiving this letter ! What feelings of gratitude 
must have been theirs, on finding their prayers, 
presented through the great Intercessor, had been 
returned with showers of blessings ! The corres- 
pondence of her beloved father especially shews, that 
he had no greater joy (next to the assurance of his 
own salvation) than to see his children walking in 
the truth. Devoted to his Master'*s service, he 
possessed the most tender affections, and earnestly 
longed to see his lambs folded in the bosom of the 
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great and good Shepherd ; an evidence of which is 
contained in his reply to the foregoing letter, dated 
London, September 10th, 1771. 

Mr SEAK Jane, 

I received your agreeable letter, in which you 
give your parents an account of the dealings of God 
with your soul. I hope and trust the work is ge- 
nuine ; and pray that God, who has graciously b^un 
and carried on the work hitherto, will carry it on to 
perfection ; and may you Uve upon that covenant 
God, who has set home so many precious promises 
to your soul. It is necessary to observe to you, 

1. That this work may sometimes be overshadow- 
ed with a dottd from various circumstances ; yet it 
shall be carried on: grace once implanted shall never 
be totally rooted out; and though you may not 
always be under the smiles of the Sun of righteous- 
ness, yet the Sun remains the same. Corruption in 
the hearty which, if you Uve, you will see working 
more and more, is an enemy to grace, yet shall not 
conquer it; and grace will be triumphant and shaU 
reign, notwithstanding all opposition. As Dr. Watts'* 
hymn says — 

^^ A feebre saint shall win the day. 
Though death and hell obstruct the way.*^ 

2. Take care of spiritual pride ; pray that the 
Lord would grant you both gifts and grace, and at 
the same time a true, real spirit of humility. Be 
often looking at' your own heart, and you will see 
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enough to keep you low and humble; you will see 
pride, vanity, and evU thoughts^ which if reduced to 
words (and they are so before God) you would be 
ashamed to look at yourself. ' The more you look 
within, the humbler you will be. 

3. And while looking there, keep a steady eye 
on the Lord Jesus. As he is touched with a feeling 
of his people^s infirmities, he knows how to comfort 
and succour you under every temptation, amid the 
assaults of your enemies without, and your corrup- 
tions within. You know Christ loves the lambs of 
his flock. Some of those texts you have mentioned 
in your experience, such as, '*• He gathers the lambs 
in his arms,^ &c. and ^^ suffer little children to come 
unto me,^ &c. ^Hhey that seek me early shall find me,^ 
prove this. Be looking to this blessed Saviour un- 
der the trials you may be exercised with^ from with- 
in or without. 

4. Admire, adore, love, praise and speak well of 
that free, rich, sovereign, distinguishing and ever- 
lasting love, which has been exercised towards a 
poor, insignificant creature (as you call yourself) 
mean in yourself, with nothing to recommend you 
to God's love and favour. That he should set his 
heart upon you, and you be one given to Christ, 
and this blessed Jesus give you a place in his heart, 
and write your name in his book of life; call you by 
his grace betimes, set home his promises to your 
soul, and this before you were IS years old ; whilst 
others perish in their sins, and he curses the siimer, 
though 100 years old — ^what obligations has this laid 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 LIFE AND WR1T1NG^ 

upon you to love him to aU eternity ! and I trust 
and hope that will be the case with you here, and 
when time shall be no more. 

5. Pray earnestly that the whole family may be 
made partakers of this grace ; and amongst the rest, 
your papa, who stands in more need of such peti- 
tions than youi imagine. You notice how greatly it 
affected you, when I said how awful it would be to 
see the parents on the right hand and the children 
on the left; and now, on the other side, how awful 
will it appear to see the children on the right hand, 
with the mother and the father on the left ! The 
children saved, the father perish ! Surely you will 
in your warmest and most elevated frame of spirit 
at the throne of grace, think on me. Remember, it 
is not the greatest professor has the most grace. 
You know that awful word, Matt. vii. 2^, 23. And 
as Mr. Flavel observes, "many whom we^ expect to 
find in heaven another day, will not be there.'' 
Surely then you should be earnest that none of the 
.family should be found deceivers or hypocrites ano- 
ther day. Pray for your brother betimes, that he 
may have a renewed heart and changing grace, 
which shall be in him a preservative against the 
.vices and errors of the day in which he lives, and 
by which he will be surrounded. , You know these 
have often been my expressions at a throne of grace 
•for my dear children. 

Lastly, prepare for death; look at it as a con- 
quered enemy, and only as an outlet from all sin 
.and sorrow, and an inlet to every thing blessed and 
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joyful. It may be wondered I should write to one 
so young about dying ; but few parents have more 
cause to conclude a letter on this head than I have 
had. Does not George who was a little younger, 
and Sarah who was a Uttle older, call aloud to you? 
Blessed children! they are where I hope the rest of 
you with their parents will be ; and you know, Grod 
ripened them for the place before he took thein ; 
and who knows but this early work in your heart, 
may be to fill the measure of his grace in a little time, 
and call you home. Those children whom God has 
blessed with any great measure of grace — he often 
does it to make quick work, and cut it short in righ- 
teousness and mercy ; and sooner or later, I hope 
you will meet your dear Saviour with all my chil- 
dren in the upper world. Whether God's people 
will know each other, I am not certain ; but how- 
ever it be, there will be nothing wanting to mak^ 
the soul completely happy. And if this be the case^. 
to be called away so soon, what multitudes of evils: 
are you spared ! a w6rld and* a heart full of corrupt 
tions — ^many afflictions and trials both of body and 
mind : whilst others of God'^s children are groaningi 
over their sins, deadness and darkness of soul ; 
struggling with inward and outward foes ; and walk- 
ing in dejection of spirit, to be delivered betimes, 
from these, oh blessed, thrice happy are tho$e who. 
are in such a case ! 

And now, my dear child, I write not this to damp, 
your spirits ; but conclude, wishing you nearness ofi 
access to God, and greater acquaintance and com- 
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munion with the great Head of the church, greater 
increase of light, joy and peace in believing; and 
whensoever it shall please him to take you to him- 
self, then an abimdant entrance administered to you 
into the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
you, with all the family, found amongst the redeemed 
of the Lord, on Mount Zion. I can wish you no 
greater blessing; and conclude, as David did the 7Sd 
Psalm, " my prayers are all ended.'^ 

I remain your affectionate father, 

Geo. Flower. 

How cheering to the feelings of this tender heart- 
ed parent must have been such an evidence of the 
acceptance of his prayers ! And happy the child who 
was blessed with a father, whose highest pleasure was 
found in directing her to seek her comfort in union 
with God and that internal support, which springing 
from communion with the Saviour, is the best pre- 
paration for the trials of this changing scene ; the 
surest defence against the snares which beset the 
traveller's path in his search after true riches and 
those joys which never fade. 

In the foregoing letters, there is mention made of 
two of the family who had safely reached the haven 
of rest. The younger of them appears to have been 
a truly interesting child, and from a record left by 
his honoured fiither, a work of divine grace seems to 
have been deeply implanted in his heart. It is en- 
titled ^* Expressions of George Flower a few days 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF MRS. DAWSON. 15 

before his death, after a life of nine years and six 
months. He died 18th March, ITGT.'* 

^^ That day week on which he died, being in a 
sweet and heavenly frame of mind, he was asked if 
he would not rather live, and be a comfort to his pa- 
rents. His answer was, perhaps he might turn out 
an affliction to them, and he would rather go to his 
sister (a child we lost three years ago.) He uttered 
two verses of Dr. Watts' 17th Psalm: 

^^ This life *8 a dream, an empty shew.*^ 

He tned to sing these verses, but could not, but de- 
sired his mama would. He told me, this frame of mind 
he prayed for the night before. He said, he saw the 
importance of an interest in Christ, and chose rather 
to be singing with me above, than to stand another 
day and hear me repeat that dreadful sentence to. 
God. I did not know what he meant ; but he thus 
explained himself : ^^ you know. Papa, you told me 
at the great day you would be obliged to stand and 
say; Lord, I told this child the importance of an 
interest in Christ and he would not attend to me ; 
and that I should consent to his condemnation ;^' and 
expressions of this kind, which I remembered men- 
. tioning to him and his brother. I told them what a 
wretched condition they were in, and if they were 
found destitute of an interest in Christ at last, I 
should acquit myself in that day, by making it 
known, that I had endeavoured all I could to im- 
press these things on their minds, but they would 
not hearken; and words to this effect, which my 
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child remembered, but I had forgotten. As he lay 
on his maina^s lap and saw her grief, being in ex- 
quisite pain in his head, he said, ^* Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee :^ and if 
this pain comes from God, said he, I must patiently 
bear it-^Upon being asked how he knew his little 
sister was in heaven, he said he believed all little 
children went there. I asked how he knew that he 
should go there ; he answered, " Him that comes to 
me, I will in no wise cast out ^ and that he had been 
to Christ that morning by himself by prayer. The 
four lines he composed as he lay on his mother^slap 
are just as he mentioned them — 

Christ is my portion and my all, 

I need not fear, I shall not fall ; 

Nor need I fear what all the world can do. 

Since Christ can fight and make- subdue. 

He could not make the last line into good measure 
and sense ; but meant, he need not fear wicked men 
or devils, since Christ could fight and overcome 
them. The next day he told me, he had been very 
earnest for his brother Willy, that God would take 
him oiF his play,' and give him some serious thoughts 
about his souL I asked him if he thought his pray^ 
ers would be answered.^ He said, yes. I asked why 
he thought so ? He replied, ^^ because I told himt 
that when God designs to give a mercy, he inclines 
the heart to be earnest for that mercy before he 
gives it.*" When speaking about the offices of Christ, 
particularly the priestly office and the sacrifices, that 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF MBS. DAWSON. IT 

were types of him ; he said he thought the Lamb 
was the sweetest type of Christ for his meekness and 
innocence* In speaking of the kingly office of 
Christ, I told him he conquers the corruptions c^the 
heart, and prevents them from breaking out. He 
replied, ^the disciples told our Lord, the devils were 
subdued to him.^ Speaking of his illness, he told 
me the affliction God had sent upon him, made him 
more thoughtfrd about his soul than ever. Upon ask- 
ing him whether he would rather choose to liveordiei 
he i^eplied, he would rather die ; because he should be 
delivered from those temptations to which he should 
be exposed if he lived, whereby he should be drawn 
into sin, and thus lose that comfortable frame he 
now enjoyed. At another time he said, there is no 
alBiction, but there is a mercy at the end of it 
Heaven, he said, was a place of praise. Upon my 
asking him, if he would not rather stay here and take 
a little pleasure and play a little longer, before he 
went there; he answered, his inclination to play 
here, would be rooted out of his heart there. 

^^ On the evening of this day, his mama was say- 
ing to a person in the room, how long it was since 
she lost two of his sisters : he overhearing her, told 
her not to grieve for them, for they were much 
better off than if they were here. She said to him, 
*jt was not a pleasant thing to lose all her children.^ 
He told her, she should do as Aaron did on the loss 
of his two sons : '^ Hold her peace.*" She asked him, 
if ^ she should pray for his life ? he expressly forbad 
her ; saying, ' No." The next day, Sabbath, March 
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IS) The Rev. Mr. Eitchin visited him ; and asked 
him, if saying his prayers and his good thoughts 
would not recommend him to God ? He said, * No.' 
He was asked, what would? He replied; ^Only 
the righteousness of Christ.** And when Mr. Kit- 
chen asked him what he should pray for ? he an- 
swered ; ^ An interest in the Lord Jesus ; and that 
if it were the will of God, he might live to be a 
blessing to his parents ; but that if it were the wiU 
of Godf he might die. When Mr. E. was gone, I 
told him some of the heads of the sermon, from 
these words : ^^ When the Lord shall build up Zion^ 
he shall appear in his glory .**" I asked what was 
the foundation of the Church.^ He said, ^ Christ;* 
and that ^ the Church was made up of a number of 
Christians ; and their children were the seed of th$ 
Church.'* I afterwards told him, I rejoiced to find 
the pain abated in his head. He answered, ^rejoice 
in God.* Upon consulting about calling in anotha* 
physician, he overheard and said; ^ it would signify 
nothing now ; there was but one physician could do 
him good — that was God.* On Wednesday morn- 
ing he seemed in great pain, and I told him to be 
patient. He said, the Lord had not given him pa- 
tience that night. I told him, he should make use 
of the means to get patience, and that was to be 
still. He answered, ^ he must have patience and 
be still.* In all his illness he never expressed any 
great impatience or murmuring, but when in the 
most acute pain in his head, he would only say, his 
head ached sadly; and just before he totally lost 
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his senses, in a violent fit of pain, he lifted up hi« 
hands and said, ' Lord God, deliver me from this 
pain r and some other words in prayer I could not 
understand. Immediately he lost the use of his 
speech, and so lay from Wednesday morning till 
Friday night, mostly convulsed ! and after suffering 
much pain with much patience^ God answered his 
prayers by taking him out of all his misery betweedi 
two and three o'clock in the afternoon March 18, 
1757. One thing I remark in this child was, he 
shewed the greatest abhorrence of lying, or the least 
equivocation, for years before his death : and though 
death is in itself a formidable enemy, yet this child 
could look him in the face without fear* 

*' And I cannot also but observe, that the expr^s- 

^ sions of parents to their children, though forgotten 

by themselves, may be remembered and impressed 

on the minds of their little ones, and the fruits of 

them seen at an unexpected time."^ 

It is no matter of surprise, that the heart of thid 
aflfectionate parent, whilst it mourned over the loss 
of this promising bud, thus nipped from the flowers 
of his garden, should nevertheless recur, with satis*- 
faction and delight, to the remembrance of the ex- 
pressions here noted down ; and that he should point 
them to his surviving children, as evidences that 
the happiness of true religion is a grand reality* 

But to return from this digression to the sub^ 
ject of our memoir. During the period of her con- 
tinuance at Northampton, the work of divine gr^^ 
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appears to have grucluallymcreiified in ptfeogtb- Th« 
promise was fulfilled to her, ' tb<^ that miH ia the 
Lord shall wax stronger and str^iger." The lettJeri 
she frequently received froqa her father were a coo^ 
sunt refreshment to her spint, a^d qnickmed her in 
her piogress heevepward- In one pf thoie dfited 
March 12, 1T72, he says, '' I hope, my dein* girl 
you grow in graee in proportion to the many privi- 
ties yon are favoured with. When i| is considered 
how many they are ; a pious edueation, the meny 
prayers, put up l^r you hy your par^ts, and I trust 
hy your brother and sister, 4nd I dpuht not hy your 
tutors and Uttle endearing companions i^ud feUowr 
soldiers in the Christian warfare, I may say you 
have some thousands of petitions at the throne of 
grace, offered op your acoouut. The fruit of the 
blessed s^ will, I hope, apring up in a blessed bar. 
vest of joy nud peace here and everlasting consoUp 
tion hereafter, and that you will give growing evi- 
dences of a real, solid work of grace on your soul, 
wrought there by the Spirit of God* Remember 
you are but a very young soldier, but a few cani^ 
paigns yet, only a few slight skirmishes with the 
enemy, a few ahnost imperceptible scars. The 
grand masked battery is concealed, and may he so 
for years. You know not their number or tlieir 
power; many mighty men have been wounded ; nor 
could they hold out, did not the glorious Captain 
of their salvation fight for them. Oh what broken 
bones, feeble and dying efforts, strength small, cor- 
ruptions making ppwerfiU efforts ! all these you know 
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bat filtle of now, tompaxtd wiib whst you wiU biow^ 
if li£» is spftred ; but be wbo bas b^fun, will doubt- 
less Q$scty on tbe work ; he will fight for you: be bao 
idready eonqiiered all these enemies : Uiougb they 
ave subtle abd cunning, jet our great Lord and Head 
ia in this rei^eet too much for them. Keep, my dear 
cbih), a steady eye on btna ; tread in bis steps, lean 
lipfm biib. I doubt not, but you will have many 
confbcts ^ but 8Up{)0rted by bis omnipotent aim, a 
feeUe saint shall win the day. You are young, buf 
you halve an old tried Captain, even olddr than the 
enemy, be is tb^ tekcient of days, the everlastii^ 
Father. Say then, ^^ I will go in the strength of 
the Lord God C^ and so go on to perfection, till I 
faf)pe to meet you and my six lovely babes that are 
gone brf(tee. Sweet babes, thciy all rest in hope^ 
May ure all h6 tslSomen of them who through laith 
and patieiioe are now inheriting the promises. In a 
little time the warfare will he aticomplisbed.^— «— 

Wbfibt sbei rem«li€id at Northamptou, she ap* 
peHra to have Commenced the plan of recording tbe 
dealii^ of God with her soul, and the worbfaig of 
her affdetiona towards God. This she never afker^ 
warder lleliuquished, and great was the pleasure and 
advantage she dmved in calling to mind bar past 
experience in walking with God. Few Christians 
have more fully enjoyed the blessedness of commu* 
nion with %h&i heavenly Father ; and as her dis^ 
positioii was naturally reserved and marked with a 
inore than ordinary share of timidity, Ae felt th# 
privilege of laying open her heart to him whose ey^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ LIFE AND WRITINGS 

9eeth injBecret, and whose friendship she found her 
highest solace and support. Her diary presents an 
instructive lesson of true persevering piety : she scru- 
tinized her actions, her words, and her thoughts, with 
an entire regard to the great standard of divine 
truth; she maintained a constant watchfulness 
against what she regarded her besetting sins ; and set- 
ting God always before her, she was enabled to walk 
with a single eye to his glory. The following extract 
may not be the commencement of the papers in 
which her feelings are noted down, but it was Written 
at a very early age ; being dated January 2, 1774, 
vhep she was fourteep. 

^^ The Lord of his infinite mercy has brought me 
to the beginning of another year — I would endea-^ 
vour to shew my gratitude by a more holy walk, and 
more constant watchfulness over my own heart ; for 
which purpose, as the Lord shall be pleased to en- 
able me, keep an account of his dealings with me, 
and lay down some rules by which I would endea- 
vour to live, and to keep a more strict watch over my 
outward conduct; also, with respect to my behaviour 
to all my fellow-^^reatures in every station of life, and 
with regard to the ordering and governing my pas- 
sions : viewing the Lord'^s mercies and appearance 
of providence in my behalf; to mark them more than 
I have hitherto done ; and thus put myself in remem- 
brance of former things, which I trust will be more 
for God'^s glory, if he shall please to bless it to me, 
l^nd piy Qwp good. 
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**Iii the morning of this day, the Sabbath, too much 
deep and too little time for the enjoyment of God 
in secret ; the sin I have particularly to struggle 
with. Thoughts taken up with the things of this 
world. Very little of the presence of God in the 
morning ; consequently as little in public worship ; 
very wandering in duty. The moming^s sermon 
inculcated resignation to the divine will; the after- 
noon'*s, an encouragement to truly burthened souls 
to come to Christ. I- would seriously examine what 
benefits I have reaped from these sermons. A light 
and trifling behaviour in God's house I must strong- 
ly pray against, and foolish spending the Sabbath in 
the intervals of public worship. I would begin this 
week and this new year with God, and earnestly beg 
of him to pardon the sins of the past, and give me a 
heart to spend this more to his glory, my own good^ 
and (if it were his will) for the good of odiers. 

^< January 12. Alas ! what a cold, dead heart I 
have towards him, whose mercies are so great to me. 
My soul cannot feel its depravity. It knows it by 
conviction of sin, but oh, to melt in penitential sor- 
row for my great sins ! I am a poor, mean, un- 
thinking mortal ; wandering for ever from God, no 
searching after him, no life or power of religion in 
my soul, though I enjoy such great religious privi- 
leges. Yet, blessed be God, I have his presence 
under the word preached. 

'^ This week the Lord has taken my dear Mr. 
'Kitchin. Here is a Providence which ought not to 
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be ptsaed over in silence. A healthy cmsftitulidn ; 
an uninterrupted series of health — to be cot off in 
the micbt of his usefVilness, is a calling Pfcyvidenee 
to me, whom Grod has blessed with a peculiar sham 
of health and spirits for many years past. How dd 
I know but my constitution may break up, my 
health be impaired, my sfwrits fail, and death come 
unexpectedly, as it did upon him ? Am I ready? No 
<^I am too lukewarm, and unconcerned about Aese 
important matters. I do not live as if tisae was 
short and et^nity long ; and seem to put off the 
tlmoght of death. I woidd earnestly pray for a 
heart to improve Sabbaths and orcKnaace^ not (pend- 
ing my time in idle conversation on that holy dtsf, 
but meditatii^ cm the long and endless duration of 
eternity.'* 

About this time, she paid a visit to Southamploii; 
and from the character of her observations, it is easy 
ta infer from what society she would sdeeth^ com- 
panions and friends. Amongst the latter, the Rev. 
Thomas Kingsbury, the exceOent Pastor of the In- 
dependent Church in that town, held a dis^gniehed 
place. It 18 probable she had previoudy known 
him as & preacher during his academical engage- 
ments at Tooting, where at her father's country 
house she spent some of her happiest days. How- 
ever this might be, she appears to have derreed gis^ 
pleasure and advantage fitmi attendkig his ma&try 
during her residence at Southampton, and very fre^ 
quently even in advanced life did she recur io^ Ae 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF liSS. DAWS019. SS 

{deAsure she experienced in the counBett of this holy 
man. He was at that time entering upon the duties 
of his sacred office ; a situation, says his biographer, 
in which, ^^ during 45 years of his subsequent Itfe, 



> *■ He ran hit godly race, 



Nor ever changM^ nor wishM to change his plaoa ; 
Unskilful he to fawn, or seek for pow*r. 
By doctrines fashion*d to the varying hour; 
Far other aims his heart had learnt to prize, 
More bent to raise the wretched than to rise.* '* 

Ifot whatever sodal gnttifications she enjc^ed, 
her heart Mid mind seined to aspire after one grand 
object — the love and favour of God in Christ. Yot 
her to Mve was Christ. Her anxiety on this most 
important object i» apparent &om the following do^ 
eument written on her birth-day, and dated South- 
ampton, Sep. Sd, 1775. 

^ The Lord having, by his gracious Providence^ 
length^aed the span of my life unto this day, I ean^ 
not pass it over without taking notice of the many 
mercies I have rec^ved tor these sixteen years pas^, 
mud for the increase of them the past year; and also 
of the mamy sins of which I have been more espe- 
dally guilty, since he brought me, I trust, to the 
knowledge of himself. This year I enter the seven- 
teenth year of my life. Oh f my soul, what unnum- 
bered sins and follies present themselves to thy view, 
when thou thinkest <^the time thou hast lived upon 
earth \ Though yet in youthful vigour^ bow many 
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have been thy iniquities; and with what aggravated 
guilt they appear, when I consider my private and 
peculiar advantages. Let shame and sorrow come 
for a moment, and assist thee to lament over them. 
At such a time, oh! thou blessed Spirit of grace, 
grant that repentance and godly sorrow for sin, which 
need not to be repented of; but which, in thy hands, 
will produce very desirable effects. Spiritual and 
natural indolence stand confessed before me. Hard- 
ness of heart is what I can talk of more than many 
of the children of God, &om feeling the sad effects 
of it. But there is one more destroyer of my peace, 
one more disturber of my best duties, which clings 
closer, if possible, than all the rest. Sometimes I 
feel myself alive to God, and my hard heart I hope 
is softened by views of Christ's love to my soul ; 
but ah ! how seldom is it that pride, that horrible 
enemy, will suffer me to enjoy the serenity and un- 
disturbed peace of mind I long for. No : that is 
the sin that cleaves close to me, and robs me of those 
sacred delights I long to enjoy. It steals upon me, 
even while loathing it. It goes with me from the 
closet into the world, and hourly breaks in upon my 
peace. If I were to write for ever, I could not ex- 
press the horror I have for this sin ; for I find some- 
thing of it in every word and action. These are 
my chief hindrances in the divine life. 

^^ But let me pause and recount the .still greater 
mercies of a condescending God. And ought I not 
to esteem the following among the chief of his fa- 
vours ? That he hath been pleased to shew me the 
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evils of my heart, and I trust also the blessed Foun« 
tain set open for sinners to wash in ; and enabled 
me to run to the relief that is in Jesus ; that he 
hath made me weary of my sin, and led me to Christ 
for rest. Oh 1 my soul, thou canst now joy in God 
through Christ thy Lord, for his great manifesta- 
tions of grace to thy soul. Thou hast reason now 
to be very thankfiil for fresh discoveries of thy sins, 
and of Christ as the purifier of the heart and con* 
science by the sprinkling of his own blood, even as 
the blood of a lamb without spot. Have not ordi- 
nances been blest to thee ? Hast thou not had those . 
earnest longings after God ; those fervent desires of 
im interest in the Redeemer'^s blood; those calm sear- 
sons of resignation to his will in all things ; those 
happy seasons of blessing and praising him for the 
privileges thou hast enjoyed above others; with those 
humbling views of self and high thoughts of God 
and Christ, which have made thee long to be trans- 
formed into his image P Oh ! let gratitude now in- 
flame thy breast, that thou mayest devote thyself 
afresh upon this anniversary of the day that gave 
thee existence, that made thee an immortal spirit, to> 
the God who has done such great things for thee. 
Let him be the song of thy praise; and oh! that 
prayer, constant prayer may be the business of thy 
life. 

'^Lord God Ahnighty, I do solemnly give up 
myself to thee, desiring to rely every hour upon thee 
for strength to do the least good act; but particu- 
larly for all the grace that is necessary to keep me 
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dose to thee, to live to thee by a life pf faith in thy 
word, that the blessing of my parents' God may rest 
upon and continually abide with me. Let a con- 
tinual, heartfelt sense of my own weakness influence 
me to seek to the ever-blessed Spirit to enlighten and 
enliven my poor soul in the ways of God ; and may 
I believe and know, that without his assistance I can 
do nothing. Especially let aiFecting views of ^ the 
love of a dying, suffering Jesus be finequently set 
before me; and as often as it shall please thee, 
vouchsafe to*me the blessed assurance of my part and 
interest in thy covenant blessings. Still, Lord, keep 
me humble.; may thy word be more precious to me; 
may I lay it up in my heart, and practise it in my 
life ; may thy Sabbaths be more revered and dili- 
gently improved; and let me talk with humility of 
thy wonders to others. On this day also, let me 
bespeak thy assistance in aU the lesser concerns of 
life: thou delightest to represent thyself in the 
person of Wisdom, that imi^ being peculiarly 
tiuited to the ignorant youth. Now, cA ! Lord, all 
my desires are before thee ; fulfil them according to 
thy word, so far as they shall be for thy gfery. 
Possessing thee^ I shall have all things ; which un- 
speakable blessing wilt thou be pleased to grant, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, thine own well-beloved 
Son. To that condescending Mediator, who pf^ 
scnts the humblest eries to thee, and the glorious 
Hdy Spirit, with thee, great Father of all mankind^ 
but most especially thy redeemed servants — be 
aecrUKd endless praise»by the glorious spirits around 
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tky throne, and the weakest of thy chUdren on eartk. 
Here is one, who humbly puts in a daim to the 
honourable title, and therefore subscribes with har 
hand to thee her worthless name. Though worths 
iess in herself, yet in Christ altogether worthy, 
through his worthiness, grace, and likeness im^ 
printed on her. 

Jane Flowee. 

Thus was she enabled at the ^e of sixteen, to enter 
into a solemn covenant with her heavenly Father, 
and to this engagement she frequently referred with 
profit and satisfaction in fiiture days. It was the 
means of strengthening her soul in the time of trial, 
and having given herself to the Lord, she never 
looked with one desire towards the wilderness she had 
left ; but made it her great concern to press forward 
to the land of promise, towards which she had now 
bent her footsteps. 

The next record of her feelings is dated October 
8, 1775. " Since I wrote last, I have passed through 
a variety of scenes. Six weeks at Southampton, 
where I have enjoyed innumerable privileges of a 
religious nature, particularly in the ministry of my 
dear Mr. Kingsbury, who has been made very use- 
ftil to my soul. His preaching and conversation 
have delighted me so, I found it very difficult to 
part from him. May I be enabled to consider reli- 
gion as a secret thing ; secret in its principles and 
sources, though open and diffusive in its effects. If 
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we really loved God, what lives should we livei 
such love to one another, such a constant zeal for 
his glory, such attention to his will, and holy sub- 
mission to it, we should find a heaven upon eartfai 
May it please the Lord also to instruct me in smaller 
matters, that I may fight with my sins and so come 
off conqueror without much loss. Surely if we con- 
sider the swiftnesff of time and the length of eternity, 
we should be careful to employ every moment of it 
to the glory of him with whom we hope to spend a 
Messed eternity. May I be enabled to shew that 
religion is not a mere shew, but a reality, calculated 
to rejoice the soul and lead to everlasting happiness. 

May every moment, Lord, be thine. 
To thee alone my soul incline; 
Oh let thy heavenly power control 
Each Rpring of action in my soul/^ 



Thus did she continue consecrating herself and 
all her powers to one great end, till some time after 
this, when on a visit at Taunton, it appears from 
her writings she made a particular dedication of 
herself to God on the day she entered her 19th 
year; and which at different periods of her life she 
called to remembrance, as being useful to her, espe^ 
cially in seasons of affliction. She begins the day 
thus ; after which she takes a view of the leading 
points of revelation, selecting them under the twelve 
subsequent heads : 
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" September 8rd. — Rose between five and six. As 
I was dressing, read the three first chapters of Ro- 
mans, with secret pleasure and delight, and with 
appropriating faith ; devoted the day by a short 
prayer, begging the presence of God and declaring 
my solemn intention of taking him to be my own. 
Spent till eight o^clock in reading and praying over 
the nine first chapters of Proverbs. The interval 
of breakfast and family prayer, over the four first 
Psalms, particularly eyeing the duties of the day. 
I here make a confession of all those glorious truths 
which I humbly hope it has pleased the good Spirit 
of God to bring to my conviction. This is accom- 
panied with fervent prayer, that if I am deceived, 
he would graciously undeceive me, and I now with 
humble confidence, rest my whole salvation upon 
the following particulars : 

^^ 1. That there is a God, an infinitely perfect 
being, who knows all things, who is omnipotent to 
do all things ; omnipresent, being in all places and 
filling heaven and earth with his presence ; wise, to 
do every thing that is right ; good, because no evil 
can stand before him; holy, therefore must hate 
the least evil or sin ; happy, because perfect — in 
short, all in all, unchangeably the same. That 
though but one God, three persons, the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, equal in power and glory, to whom 
every creature in heaven and earth has some distinct 
and personal relation. And this view of the great 
God is, by his mercy, the happiness of my life ; by 
the three Persons in the sacred essence, enabling me 
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to lay hold on the promise made by the first, and 
fulfilled by means of the second divine person. Let 
this truth then, that there is a God, be the subject 
of thy constant consolation. Praise the Lord. 

*< 2. That mankind in general, and myself in par- 
ticular, have fallen from this perfect Crod, that I have 
rendered myself liable to every misery that human 
nature is capable of feeling, and more especially to 
the wrath of God for ever and ever. Oh my soul^ 
realise this knowledge. His justice hates thee, in 
thyself considered, and thou must have eternally 
burned, had not mercy intervened. Yet he is uhp- 
changeably the same God, though poor mortals ar^ 
for ever changing. Let this comfort thee also, oh 
my soul, for whatever situation sin may bring thee 
into, God is the same. But another glorious truth 
must be believed, in order to the enjoyment of hie 
consolations ; it is this, 

*< 8. That this great God, did in infinite compassion, 
and out of pure, sovereign, distinguishing love jko 
the fallen race of Adam, enter into covenant with 
his eternal and equal Son, and stipulated with him 
for their recovery ; and that recovery could only be 
e£Pected by the incarnation, life, death, active an4 
passive obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ : that 
for this purpose, he must come into the world ; take 
upon him human nature, be subject to all the mi- 
series of this life, sin only excepted ; endure the most 
cruel usage from men, and the most bitter sufferings 
arising from the weight of God'^s wrath laid upon 
him ; in short, enduring all that G:pd and man cam 
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tndtxte ; this the great God himself must and did 
bear to recover those that should be saved — that he 
rose £rom the dead, ascended, and now sits at his 
Father'^g right hand, interceding for, and ofiering up 
the prayers of all those ransomed ones who shall 
hereafter live and reign with him for ever. This is 
the most blessed truth, or rather cluster of truths, 
that my soul is led to believe ; and this, oh my soul, 
makes the matter of thy constant rejoicing. And 
&om this day forward, take constant pleasure in 
going to this Jesus, in resigning thyself to him, in 
taking hold of his righteousness, and viewing thyself 
as gloriously arrayed in it ; in honouring the divintf 
law, .and rejoicing in it as fulfilled by Grod himself 
for thee. Is not this bold language finr a sinner to 
use P Not so bold, because the next great truth 
thou art led to believe is, 

** 4. That every soul that sees its need of this 
Saviour, could only have been taught it by the 
third person in the (rodhead; whose power it is to 
make the soul appear vile in its own eyes, lead it to 
feel its misery, and long for a remedy, by diewing 
it that all it can do will only be counted sm before 
God ; and enabling it to trust a crucified Saviour ; 
and also by giving the soul that sacred rule, the 
word of God, to direct all its actions, spiritual and 
temporal. 

«5. That the blessed book, the Bible, is the 
word of God indited by himself for the instruction, 
relief, encouragement, assistance, and never-failing 
enjoyment of all God^s children. There are pm- 
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mises to enliven and invigorate; threatenings to 
deter ; representations of the blessed God to confirm 
and strengthen our hopes, to excite our admiration, 
to work in us humility, to set forth the glory of 
God in the holiness of his law, and his matchless 
grace in the covenant of his Son. The actions of 
the blessed Jesus are there recorded for our comfort 
in distress ; his character for our example ; each 
precept being accompanied with a promise, and each 
promise being fulfilled in Christ as an earnest of 
their being fiilfilled to his people. Let the Omni- 
presence of a holy God fill thee with awe, when thou 
appearest before him ; let a view of the tender- 
hearted Saviour melt thy frozen afiections, and the 
blessed Spirit must assist thee to pray aright ; and 
labour to get interested in thy Jesus^ affections by 
constantly applying to a throne of grace. 

" 7. That sanctification must be the happy por- 
tion of every soul : they must be ripened for glory 
before they enter upon it ; and therefore this must 
be the object of the Christian's search. Here he 
must contentedly walk without tiring; tired he 
would indeed be, did he walk and search by himself; 
but the Saviour is his companion. He discovers one 
means after another, and the soul makes use of those 
means, and advances in her attainments, as she gets 
nearer to the end of her race. She looks with eager- 
ness to the end ; and at every step she takes, whilst 
leaning on her beloved, she hears some description 
of that state, when she shall no longer be clogged 
with sin, nor absent from her Lord, but shall be 
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perfect and holy, even as God is Holy — These views 
animate her to pursue with vigour the glorious ob- 
jects, and to run with patience the race set before 
her — the transient views of this glory fire her with 
zeal, and strengthen her under temptations, and 
support her cheerfully imder trial. The view of her 
Saviour's example especially, which she longs to 
imitate, spurs her on to pray hard, watch carefully 
against sin ; and did she not know, that her sancti- 
fication consists in perfect resignation to the will of 
God, to suffer his appointed time, and to wait with 
patience for complete blessedness, she would be rea- 
dy to forsake her clay before the summons comes. 

"8. That all the follies, vanities, yea, the ra- 
tional amusements of time and and sense, are little ; 
so little that I renounce them as incapable of satis- 
fying me ; and that the highest entertainments of 
earth are nothing to one hour's enjoyment of heaven. 

" 9. That I am placed in this world for service, 
not for rest. Let me rejoice in the hope of doing 
some real good in this world. Has God so loved 
me as to send his only Son into the world to die for 
my sins ? Let it be my delight to serve him in 
every character, and in the situation in which Pro- 
vidence has placed me. I am placed in a particu- 
lar relation to many of my fellow-creatures ; especi- 
ally to my parents, to whom I am bound by every 
tie of gratitude, as well as obedience. I should ho- 
nour, respect, love and pray for them. If they have 
failings, I should hide them from the world, and give 
up all my own interest, if I can be of the least ser- 
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vice in promoting their happiness. Seek instruction 
from them. This will increase family love. Ba- 
nish reserve ; endeavour after a constant cheerfulness ; 
and whatever knowledge I get, let it be for the use 
and benefit of others as well as my own. Have I 
a friend for whom I possess a tender regard? let 
her interest be my own ; sympathize with her in af- 
fliction ; pray for her with affectionate delight; con- 
verse intimately with her on soul concerns; con- 
stantly remembering her at a throne of grace. 
Again, there are many friends whose instructions, 
counsels, petitions I am in need of. Seek them, 
and repay them by studying their respective 
characters ; praying for them accordingly ; ground- 
ing all upon Bible knowledge. The world in ge- 
neral, and the church of Christ in particular, and all 
the faithful ministers of the Gospel, should have a 
large share in every petition, especially those who 
are interested by any peculiar benefit derived from 
them. Let thdr peculiar abilities be eagerly prized, 
and manifest it by a concern for their interests and 
welfare. 

*^ And now, my soul, after such a day's devotion 
to the service o£ God, canst thou forbear to join 
thyself publicly to the church of Christ, to testify 
to the world, that thy love to God is sincere, and 
thy desire for his glory proceeds from the heart ? 
This was recommended to me by my dear father, and 
therefore deserves a double consideration. Happy 
they who are led to make an early and honourable 
d^cation of themselves to Christ ! it may be the 
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means of preventing many sl^ in conduct, and it 
is a duty which should be thought upon and prayed 
over. Let the world have a large share of thy pity 
as well as thy prayers. When rel%ion may be re- 
commended with becoming decency by conversation^ 
neglect not the opportimity : cultivate the friendship 
of 6od'*s own people, which from experience has 
been so beneficial to thee. Oh learn to do good, 
and to communicate. Let no author be begun, 
without proposing some useful end in its perusal ; 
nor let it be conclu^d, without enquiring whether 
that end be answered. Endeavour to make remarks 
on what is read, and then strive to reduce it to 
practice. What is useful in conversation, treasure 
up ; and let it be for thy soul^s best interest ; for 
thou art a creature endowed with powers of receiv- 
ing knowledge by various means of various kinds* 
Let the character of the virtuous woman in Pro- 
verbs 81, as well as the whole excellent book, be 
thy pattern and guide for the duties peculiar to 
thy sex. Let not frivolous amusements and em- 
ployments take up thy time, but attend to the duties 
of that station wherein God hath placed thee, with 
diligence and activity. Cultivate modesty and hu- 
mility, and those attainments which God hath made 
to appear excellent in similar characters to thy own. 
«10. That every Christian, in order to judge of 
his growth in the divine life, should be particularly 
observant of the inward carrying on of the work of 
grace in his heart; yea, should make daily obser- 
vations thereon ; should watch against heart sins, 
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should allow time for closet devotion, in order tQ 
examine himself and renew his applications for the 
same grace that was necessary to keep him at first. 
But there is another point which is a principal 
foundation of comfort to every Christian ; which is, 

"11. The final perseverance of the saints, how- 
ever weak and feeble, and however ready to faint 
on their way. Yes — I am humbly persuaded, that 
he will not suffer me to fall to the ground, but that 
I shall be carried through life, through death and 
every sorrow and temptation, knowing whom I have 
believed ; and that he will keep that I have com- 
mitted to him, viz. my immortal soul, until that 
period, when the last principal truth that I have 
been led to believe, shall come to pass ; viz. 

"12. That all the glorified saints are brought to 
eternal happiness ; and their bodies, being raised, 
shall be reunited to them, and made perfectly 
happy in the full and complete enjoyment of God 
to all eternity. This is the crowning blessing my 
soul pants after. These are the principal points 
on which I wish to live and die in the belief. These 
will enable me cheerfully to go through life, and 
softly through death. These will admit me into 
heaven at last, because they are the fruits and effects 
of God's grace. And now, let this day witness 
between God and thee for ever. Oh ye blessed 
spirits, if ye take notice of what is doing on' earth, 
I take ye all to witness, that I determine to watch 
against all those things that the word of God is 
displeased with and condemns, and labour that my 
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life may be a perpetual thanksgiving. O holy, 
blessed and sacred Three, take me under thy ving. 
Words can express no more. Never leave me, nor 
forsake me. In humble * hope of this, I set my 
name. 

" Jane Flowee. 

" Tuesday. — Rose earlier ; had pleasure in read- 
ing the word and secret prayer. I have reason to 
remark that the highest attainments are to be sought 
after in religion ; and the means attended to, though 
not rested in ; particularly prayer and meditation ; 
which will lead to the enjoyment of communion 
with God. May I be enabled to seek after habitual 
walking with him ! — Yes, I would aspire to the 
honourable title of being the friend of God — honour- 
able indeed, but not too great a privilege for poor 
mortals to be indulged with. Let me consider, that 
if I would attain to the highest degree, all would 
be nothing in point of merit ; though it should be 
the constant aim of my life to please God, and 
nothing ought to proceed from me, but praise and 
thanksgiving. 

" Wednesday. — I have been conversing with my 
heart this day, and think I am not mistaken, that 
all desires that lead to God, flow from him. I 
acknowledge that he is more suitable to my soul, 
than any being earth contains. And is not this 
agreeable to the word of God, which is to teach me 
that I was originally created for communion with 
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God, but lost the ability of attaining it by sinningf 
against him : also, was so changed by sin^ as, like 
Adam, to flee from God instead of being desirous 
of his company. This proves then, there must be 
a change wrought by the blessed Spirit before I can 
form those desires. 

^^ Let my prayers also rise up for others as well 
as thyself in these particulars. Oh ! seek for the 
spirit of Jesus, who loved his bitterest enemies and 
died for them. 

*^ Bristol. — Being on a visit here, I put up some 
petitions on my arrival, that all the creatures might 
lead me to the Creator ; and endeavoured to ask 
faith in God for all those supplies of wisdom, which 
I shovJd have continual need of; and in the strength 
of his grace, to strive after much religious instruc- 
tion from the hands of the amiable, pious and 
sensible Mrs. B. and would be particularly thank- 
ful, that while the impression of past mercies is 
warm upon my heart, I am cast into this family 
before I go home ; because I hope it will enable me 
to blend religion in conversation upon various topica 
with her, and establish it in my heart when I return. 
Upon my entering this town, the promise I had 
pleaded at the throne of grace was particularly 
impressed on my mind : ^ The Lord shall bless thy 
going out and thy coming in, from this time forth 
and for evermore.'' 

^^ In a letter to my sister which I every now and 
then write, I think of the period when I shall return 
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to her to whom I am indebted under providence, 
f<»- all the means of my improvement ; and hope 
to become what she has so often affectionately 
expressed for me as her wish ; a useftU character in 
life." 

During her stay at Bristol, she was favoured 
with the following interesting communication fiom 
her father. 

" London, Sepr. 6, 1777. 

"My dear Jane, 

" I should have written to you a post earlier, 
but was obliged to wait for Dr. Gibbon^s letter to 
inclose in the frank ; and having received it, I send 
you a few lines. I thank you for r emind ing me of 
Mr. Reader's paraphrase on the fifth chapter of 
Matthew; and for the order in which the eight beati* 
tudes are placed, as well as the dreadful contrast : 
and own they are very scriptural and ingenious ; but 
whether the divine Redeemer had those views in 
placing them is conjecture; b\it it is very pretty 
and engaging : as indeed the eight steps to hell are 

equally awful and tremendous I thank you for 

your wish, that the period I hinted at in my letter 
may be deferred till a very late season : but I assure 
you I am not so anxious about living long, as dying 
safe. I do sincerely pray, that the love of the world 
may be entirely rooted out of my heart; and the 
more it is, the fitter to leave it. I want more of 
that quickening, enlivening, sanctifying grace, which 
will make me sit loose to the things of time and sense. 
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and spiritualize my frame. The longer I live, the 
more I know of myself; and yet, not enough : but 
these things being matter of deep experience, I can 
better tell my thoughts to God, than any of his 
creatures. I have often considered prayer not so 
much a duty as a privilege ; wherein we can unbur- 
den our souls to God in a way that suits us best ; 
and at a time when no eye sees, or ear hears, but his ; 
and I doubt not, but you have often been earnest with 
God, that Satan may not get an advantage over you. 
He certainly knows how to suit his temptations to 
our natural temper and disposition, let it be what it 
will. He has been skilled in the art of tempting 
almost six thousand years ; and having been so suc- 
cessftil in his first exploit in Paradise, it has encou- 
raged him to go on ; and he has done it to the hurting 
the peace and comfort of God'^s people in all ages: 
but it is a pleasant thought you mention, that Christ 
can keep what he has, secure. I rejoice that you 
can be happy in looking to Jesus ; and that sted- 
fastly, as one that can and will set your feet on him- 
self, the Rock of ages, and establish your goings ; 
and that you have experienced the application of 
some of the most precious promises to your soul. 
May you, my dear child, go on from strength to 
strength, till you are complete in Christ your head, 
and arrive at the stature of a perfect Christian. 

" You say you have great privileges ; may you 
live answerably to them ! Being planted in a plea- 
sant soil, the great Husbandman will, it is to be 
hoped, enable you to bring forth much good fruit. 
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Remember that from him all your fruit is found. 
Oh I may the blessings spoken of in the new cove- 
nant, in an eminent manner belong to you. They 
are blessed words to turn into matter of prayer. 
May you be enabled to turn to the Lord; grow as 
the lily, sit under his shadow with great dehght ; 
may you revive as the com, grow as the vine, 
your branches spread, your backslidings be heal- 
ed; and all this from a view of his having loved 
you freely, and his anger being turned from you. 
Blessed must that person be, that is in such a 
condition ! May it be yours ! And after, if it were 
the will of God, living a life replete with many 
temporal and spiritual blessings to a good old age, 
may you sweetly sleep in Jesus; and be brought 
where there shall no more be the Canaanite in the 
land for ever. I could wish and earnestly rejoice if, 
as you have made a private profession of Christ and 
religion, you would bend your thoughts towards a 
public one. The Lord's Supper is a duty incum- 
bent oh all that love the Lord Jesus. He has com- 
manded them to shew forth his death till he come. 
I need not make use of arguments. If it is your 
duty, you will endeavour to be found in it, at a due 
and proper time. Your mama desires her affection- 
ate love to you. You will soon set your face towards 
London, as the summer is almost over. I hope you 
ride out as much as you can, as we do every day. 
With kind love to you all, I remain, 

" Your affectionate father, 

" Geobge Flowee."" 
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Not long after the reception of this letter, she was 
cfdled to witness the last moments of one she so 
dearly loved and highly revered, which she details 
in the following strain of filial affection : 

<^ Detained from the house of that God, whom it 
is my delight to worship, by one of the most affect^ 
ing Providences and greatest triak he could have 
permitted to have taken place—- the death of my deaip 
father. And the partbg pangs of natural affection 
being softened by a consideration of some of those 
pleasing subjects, which it has of late been my de- 
light to meditate upon, I would employ one of these 
sacred hours in endeavouring to search out what is 
the voice of the Lord to me in this great affliction. 
And would consider myself, first, in the character of 
a follower of Jesus Christ — may the blessed Saviour 
enable me to have some dear views, and such as 
shall tend to comfort and instruct my soul, and 
prove that this affliction is indeed for the glory of a 
kind and gracious God. And as to this character, 
I desire to rejoice that this providence confirms my 
hopes that it is mine ; because I feel the greatest 
pleasure in reflecting that my dear father is for ever 
happy ; because he is now with Jesus, with whom 
to be must be heaven ; — and is for ever free from 
those things which grieved «nd disturbed him ; be- 
cause they interrupted his love tq him up<m earth, 
and made him relish particularly that sweet descrip- 
tion of heaven, * and there shall be no more sin." 
These thoughts give me pleasure and quietness at 
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parting with him ; indeed my mind has been so much 
taken up of late with me^tating on these things, 
that it was in a measure prepared for such an event, 
though I hoped for the contrary, till the last breath 
was drawn. But why should I say, hoped .^ His 
' sweet Jesus' had mercy on him, and shewed it by 
taking him so soon, for ever to enjoy uninterrupted 
communion with himself. Also I can say that on 
the evening on which he departed, it was with a 
comfortable degree of pleasure that I took the great 
and blessed God more immediately as my GMl, and 
could answer in the affirmative to that affecting 
question, * will thou not from this time cry unto me, 
my Father; thou art the guide of my youth ?' It is 
excellent advice which I have lately read, that when 
we lose any creature comfort, we should rejoice in 
going to receive those pleasures from God himself, 
which before we received by means of the creature ( 
for by this means, we frequently lose sight of the 
hand of God, and look upon the poor creature as if 
it were the giver of our good things. But oh ! my 
God, I would rejoice that thou art now my Father ; 
and wh&tever I should have wanted from my dear 
parent, from the least trifle to the thing of greatest 
importance, I will come to thee for — and I know 
thou wilt hear me for the sake of my dear father'^s 
heavenly friend, who stood by him to the last mo* 
ment of his life. The promise was often pleaded 
by him on my account ; ^ and I will save thy chil- 
dren ;' and I cannot but hope it will be answered. 
Now let me omsider the voice of Jesus to me^t this 
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time ; ^ Be ye also ready, for in an hour that ye 
think not, the Son of man cometh." Surely the un- 
expectedness of this Providence more effectually 
realizes the necessity of a constant notice of this 
question, * am I ready ?^ Indeed, the whole life of 
a Christian should be a perpetual examination ; and 
could I approve this act upon my death-bed ? This 
voice says, ' watch and pray.' Shall I not rejoice at 
the command, for if we are told to pray, it shall not 
be in vain ; therefore my determination returns with 
stronger force than ever, not to leave a throne of 
grace for all the things the world could afford. At 
present my desire is to depart and be with Christ, 
though I would check it, and be content with the 
whole will of God. Again, the voice says, * lift up 
your head, for your redemption draws nigh. Do 
not sorrow at the thought of a long, a tedious sepa- 
ration from your earthly and heavenly Parent ; and 
though now, minutes may appear like hours, and 
hours like days, and time seems very long, yet a 
thousand years are with the Lord, and shall appear 
so to you, but as one day ; therefore spend not this 
part of the day in sorrow, when in the evening you 
must imdress for God, and be clothed with immor- 
tality : but rather, improve every minute."' Thus 
speaks the voice of Providence to me, as a follower 
of the blessed Jesus. It says, * Be not slothful, but 
a follower of those who through faith and patience 
are now inheriting the promises.** It says, ^precious 
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.' 
Such was in thy sight, oh God, the death of my 
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dear father. Why then shouJd I fear to die ? I 
will not so distrust his goodness, nor dare to doubt 
it after so lately having seen such an instance of it. 
'* These then are the different meanings of this 
loud voice which occur to my mind ; and I trust my 
heavenly Father will fulfil the request, that they 
may have their proper influence on my soul : remem- 
bering those precious lines I have often heard, — 

* With peaceful steps thy race of duty run, 
God nothing does, or suffers to be done, 
But thou wouldst do thyself, couldst thou but tee 
The end of all events, as well as ha.' 

" I here see the vanity of all created enjoyments ; 
it has set a seal upon those late frequent reflections 
and earnest desires after holiness. To trace the 
reasons of this awfrd stroke being permitted at this 
time, is beyond my feeble capacity : all I can say is, 
^ Father, let thy will be done, and turn my thoughts 
and meditations on those blissful regions, where we 
shall all meet again at the right hand of God, and 
so be for ever with the Lord. Daily mortify my 
corruptions, and enable me to come out of this fur- 
nace purified from much dross ; so shall thine be 
the glory, for the sake of my dying Father's dying 
friend.' 

^^ My dear and honoured father was seized with 
a violent shivering fit, the effect of cold, on Tuesday 
the 27th of January, which brought on a langour 
and wasting, which continued till that day fortnight, 
without much apprehension of danger. The fever 
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however, insensibly increased; and on Friday the 
18th of February he was delirious till three o'^clock 
in the afternoon ; when he was entirely sensible, 
and took an affecdonate farewell of his whole family, 
and rejoiced in the blessedness he was about to 
enter upon, particularly expressing his humble con- 
fidence in his dear Redeemer. The Rev. Mr. Trot- 
man, who was present, adds ; '^ The being with 
Christ was what I well knew he longed for and 
earnestly desired, and particularly so for some ccm- 
siderable time before the illness that preceded his 
dissolution. During his sickness, he was apprehen- 
sive of his approaching end, and frequently men- 
tioned what consolation he had when meditating on 
the foundation of his hope : truly it was a hope that 
made him not ashamed ; it supported and upheld 
him in the agonies of death. The day on which he 
expired, his well-grounded hope was (blessed be 
Grod) a lively hope. A few hours before^his depar- 
ture, he addressed his wife and dear children, and 
exhorted the latter very earnestly to seek the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness. He then desired 
I would come nearer to him ; and when he had a 
little recovered himself, he gave me a most solemn 
and urgent exhortation to preach Christ, nothing 
but Christ; and to preach him till I could do it no 
longer ; declaring what a good Master he was, and 
what good wages he gives his faithfiil servants; 
telling me he is a kind Saviour, and that I may safely 
trust him. He then gave a similar exhortation to 
an excellent and worthy father in the ministry who 
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was present. After such a charge to preach Christ, 
he then declared, that as to himself, he had no de- 
pendence but upon him ; and said, ^ I have ventur- 
ed, and do. rest my everlasting salvation upon him." 
He then spoke of the work of heaven, and the grand 
employment of the saints there, who are for ever 
6i^g%6<l ^ praising their adorable Saviour. Being 
then told that this was the work he was entering 
upon, and that this would certainly be his employ- 
ment ; he immediately smiled and said ; ^ Do you 
think it will? Do you believe I shall .^' These 
questions being answered in the affirmative, he then 
said, if possible with greater pleasure and delight ; 
^ so do I believe — I know I shaU.^ Upon this, his 
joy was so exquisite, that he could not speak ; but 
clapped his. hands. His spirits being almost spent 
and his strength exhausted, he offered up a few pe- 
titions for us in general, that God would bless us and 
have mercy upon us all ; and then affectionately com- 
mending us to God, concluded by saying with great 
fervour, * Amen and Amen.^ The Rev. Mr. Romaine, 
who came into the room during this interesting scene, 
addressed the dying saint, with his wonted smile 
upon his countenance, and said ; ^ Is he not a good 
friend to you now .?' * Yes,' said he ; * oh what 
should I now do without him ?'' He used the same 
expressions to Mr. R. as before, who prayed with 
him and took leave. A few minutes after this, he 
observed ; ' the great work was now done T and re- 
quested to be left to himself. He was heard to 
whisper frequently, ^ my dear Jesus, my sweet Jesus 
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-*-niy all*«-MTesus is my all/ ^eep is a beoutiftil 
image and a happy description of our brother^s dis- 
solution ; God graciously giving him such an easy 
dismission. His last words to myself were ; ^ Tfaue 
Lord be with you." His funeral disoourse was 
preached from Isaiah xxxt. 10. ^ And the ransomed 
of the Lord shall return and come to Zkm with songs 
and everlasting joy on their heads ; and sorrow ai^ 
sighing shall flee away.^ ^ 

This parting interview was never effi^ed firom her 
recollection ; indeed so strong was die chord of qrm- 
pathy, that it could not be broken by death: and firom 
the sacred regard she always affixed to that anniver- 
sary, time and the anticipation of a reajaioD appeared 
rather to confirm than impair its strasgth. luhokU 
ing up his dharaeter to her childraa in after life» she 
was accustomed to dwell upon it with feebnga almost 
too leqd^ for utterance. 

<^ This morning I have heard an exeeU^rt sermon 
upon the Holy Ghost accompanying the Gospel, 
when received in power by those who are the chil- 
dren of God. The grand question to be put upon 
the review of this discourse is, *Have I received 
the Holy Ghost P Do I know him as a sanctifier ? 
Do I feel the work going on in my soul ?' Yes, I 
hope it is ; for truly, oh ! my soul, all thy demes 
are fixed on this desirable object-^he Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and all thy wishes are to have thy love to 
him increased. I have in the past week been read- 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF MKg. DAWSON. 51 

ing some excellent and ingenious sermons upon this 
interesting subject, the lore of God, by Mr. Howe; 
and upon strict examination, cannot but iM^e, that 
the dinne Spirit has implanted this principle in my 
soul, from the hope I entertain of a personal interest 
in the great evidence of his love to poor sinners, the 
gift of his Son ; a hope which arises from the s^ht 
I have of my need of such an interest, which has 
caused me to apply for it ; and I have at times re- 
joiced in the assurance of God's love to my soul. 
Now when I feel a languor on my soul, caused by 
sin, which keeps me in the same degree from con- 
stantly loving God, and rejoicing in him, yet still 
my desire is the same, and I still look to the blessed 
S^rit to kindle those desires and to satisfy them. 
At this {Nresent moment I can say, I desire nothing 
more etznestly than the glory of this great God ; 
and would humble myself yet more, if it may be the 
means of bringing me nearer to him. Take heed 
ibt^ of ingratitude, pride, and slothfiilness ; andap- 
^y continually to this Holy Spirit for his continued 
influences to sanctify thee more and more, till thou 
goest to that predous place, which is only prepared 
for r^aewed and ransomed ones.'*' 

It was not long a&&t her father's death, that she 
complied with his last request, (a subject whi(^ had 
long occupied her mind with much interest) by de- 
voting herself in a public profession to the church 
of Christ by commemorating with his people his 
dying love. Previous to it, she thus writes : 
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" April 7th, 1778. Oh ! my soul, thou hast in view 
a season, which, if He whom thou longest to en- 
joy is present, will be delightful indeed. It is a 
season which is particularly intended to remind thee 
of one that is past, at which he was the principal 
actor. He who is the eternal God, whose habita- 
tion is in the high and holy place, who possesses 
every perfection of Godhead ; he who came down 
for sinners, and who might justly have &owned 
them into hell, now condescends to redeem them 
from destruction, and changes them into his own 
glorious image ; gives them new hearts and right 
spirits; makes them (it for communion with himself; 
arrays them in his own glorious robe of righteous- 
ness, and sees them all fair, having no spot in them ; 
styles them his friends, and treats them as such. 
This season, which I am now expecting, will indeed 
be delightful, if the Spirit of God is pleased to 
afford his sensible presence, and to shew me the 
things that belong to the Saviour. Blessed Jesus, 
do not deny it me, especially this first time I ap- 
proach unto thee in the way thou hast appointed. 
Thou hast said, *do this in remembrance of me;' 
and I would fain do it in such a manner, as shall 
make me joyful at the mention of thy name. 
I would enter into a consideration of what I 
particularly need at the hands of my everlasting 
friend ; I would bring my wants and my sorrows 
all before him, trusting his promise, and commit- 
ting my soul into his hands. May I be enabled to 
see what a prize is given me ; and being led into a 
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deeper knojrledge of his fulness, be led to him at 
all times ; and when I fear the effects of sin, cast 
myself with delight and joy upon him, as suited to 
my every want, till at last I sit down with him in his 
kingdom, never to go out more. I would now in a se- 
rious manner consider what ought to be my particular 
business while at the table of the Lord : remember- 
ing that I sit down with an object possessing every 
suitable qualification, and who has been exercising 
all these excellences on my behalf: and what can I 
desire more ? And let me be very careAil of my 
walk and conduct during the intervals of those 
feasts, not to grieve the Lord, lest I come seeking 
him, and be not able to find him. I have heard a 
subject this morning, which has animated and re^ 
vived my soul ; it is that of assurance ; a privilege 
which, at times, I am enabled to rejoice in. This 
first opportunity I would be^ particularly earnest 
with my Saviour, that I may crucify sin, and live 
nearer to him than I have yet done ; and may I 
have my heart so drawn out in love to him, that I 
may form such holy resolutions, as through his 
grace shaU not be broken. 

" Evening. — Thus have I been indulged and ho- 
noured by sitting down with my dear Saviour at his 
table. I hope bis presence was with me, at least I 
can truly say, it was a new pleasure to give myself 
up thus publicly to him in the ordinance of his own 
appointment. It was delightftil to feed upon his 
body, signified by the bread, and I trust my soul 
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was refirethed by the symbol of his precious blood. 
I hope I did radise him by faith as being present, 
and himsdf saying to my soul many sweet words^ 
which were brought to my remembnuice in the 
promises. I prayed him to make me more like him- 
self, more watchkd and careful of sin of every kind; 
and was enabled to hope that in partaking of 
the elements, they were emblems of the promisei 
being sealed to me.**" 

«* Northampton. — The pleasure derived £«>« my 
last journey, inspires a hope that the present one 
may prove equally beneficial to me. Last night I 
had the satisfaction of hearing the Rev. John New- 
ton, who is also on a visit here, from Paalm xxxiv^ 
S, 4. * Oh magnify the Lord with me; let us exsk 
his name together. I sought the Lord and he heard 
me, &e.^ A subject that suited me so much, that 
from a view of what was past, I could say, ^Magnify 
the Lord with me, &c.^ The company of this ex*- 
cellent man refreshes my spirits; his calmness and 
composure, his fixedness on God, and his endea- 
vours that others might be the same, are delightful. 
His conversation, in connection with his evening dis- 
course was heavenly : principally, how Christ was 
the believer's end in life, in point of dependence, 
communion, and suffering; particularly shewing 
how a Christian should be contented to live, if it 
pleases God to keep him, either in a state of suffer- 
ing, or apparent uselessness ; he should be content 
»nd even joyful." 
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Afiter enjoying many pleasures in a place to which 
she had been early attached^ she accompanied Mr. 
and Mrs. Newton to Ohiey ; where she spent ten 
days to the gireat refreshment of her mind : and thus 
commenced a friendship with that venerable man, 
which ended but with death. Two of the letters in 
his ^^Cardiphonia,"* inscribed to Miss F. are ad* 
dressed to her ; and when separated by the distance 
of many miles, she maintained a regular and inte* 
testing correspondence with him for several years. 

The sweet and reciprocal interest, which slways 
aubsisted between herself and any with whom she 
associated, may be inferred from the afiectionate 
wishes whidh always followed her after such inter- 
course. ' Tenderly alive to die least expression of 
friendship^ her large and liberal heart expanded in 
oonstAnt proofs of the value she set upon those 
efforts for her happiness^ to which it was the delight 
of her friends to contribute ; and especially the 
nuniitdrs of the Grospel^ who had always a peculiar 
claim on her aflfection. She was a diligent attender 
on the word, and reaped constant advantage from it; 
always treasuring up what she heard, and labouring 
to turn it to die advantage of herself or her fellow- 
creatures. The world had not her heart, though it 
excited her concern ; which may be seen from the 
fdkndiig short extract : 

^^ Saturday evening. The past week has been spent 
much in the manner I feared it would be ; but from a 
review of it, I hope my heart does not set its aiFections 
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on earthly pleasures. It was uncomfortable in the midst 
of the most amiable characters. They did not give 
n^e real satisfaction or pleasure. I felt no regret at 
1: aving them, compared with what I do if I have 
had sweet religious fellowship with Christian firiends. 
Their cheerfiilness, though not unsuitable to youth, 
grieved and hurt me, because the foundation was 
not sure. I longed to tell them their true condition, 
but no opportunity then presented itself. I feel 
thankful the Lord has placed me in his church, and 
desire to prize my privileges whilst I enjoy them ; — 
endeavouring to be more diligent in the duties of a 
member of Christ, than I have yet been. Oh! may 
I bring forth, not only blossoms, but fruit; that so 
also I may bring glory to his holy name, and rejoice m 
his goodness to the most worthless of his children. I 
long for my stammering tongue to be unlocked, that 
I may shew forth all his loving-kindness.^ 

To an excellent understanding, she united the 
greatest pliability of temper ; and fearM of taking 
the least false step, she was ever on the watch for 
instruction, and careful to improve it. The follow- 
ing quotation is expressive of the frame of her mind 
and judgment in hearing sermons, and selecting 
those portions which illustrated the Scripture, and 
which she always applied to her own circumstances : 

^^ Isaiah xlix. SS. What is said of watching is 
agreeable to what is said of waiting. Watching is 
previous fo prayer. If we want matter for canfes- 
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^ion^ let us think of our sins ; for peHiian^ of our 
wants and miseries; for thanksgivings^ of our fner- 
cies. Waiting is to folio vr after prayer. This is a 
distinction not often brought into the pulpit ; but 
waiting upon God is very different from waiting for 
God. A divine used to say, a sermon preached is 
but half finished ; so a prayer is but half finished 
when prayed over. Waiting for God takes in the 
ideas of meditation and observation. We should 
sit down and consider the object of it ; recollect the 
prayer itself; and think again of the object of it. Ob- 
serve how God proceeds in providence and grace. 
Let us think of what is included in believers not 
being ashamed. 1. It includes that their patience 
shall be strengthened till God does appear. S. It 
shews that when he does appear, they shall not be 
disappointed in the large and high expectations they 
have formed. On another occasion Mr. Ryland 
observed, we could never have proper ideas of Jesus 
Christ as Mediator, unless we consider God under 
the character of a Conqueror, an injured King, and 
a righteous Judge. Christ a Redeemer, a Priest, 
and a Surety ; sinners as captives, rebels, and crimi- 
nals. The contrast between God and them must 
make the character of Christ of infinite value to the 
soul. An awakened sinner wishes to have the same 
views of sin as God himself, that he may see its 
evil. He also wishes to see the holiness of God, 
and how his soul may be accepted by him. After 
sermon we had an excellent conversation upon friend- 
ship, and a ftiture state. Three things were in good 
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men ; a desire of geeking after truth, a thirst for im» 
mortalitjr; and an inseparable desire after happiness. 
Oh how grateful should I be to that divine grace^ 
which has restored my sotd to the exercise of its 
originally intended powers of action.^ 

About this time, on the occasion of her sister^s 
marriage, she accompanied her to Northampton. 
Rural scenes she had ever delighted ^ ; and now 
the pleasure was heightened by the increase made 
to the circle of her pious acquaintance. Oft in dis- 
tant hills, ^' she sought converse with nature ; there 
she harmonized her heart, and breathed around the 
harmony to others."" And although not unaffected 
by many sorrowfiil anticipations of the separation 
she must undergo from her beloved sister on her 
return, she could rejoice in exclaiming with the 
poet, 

** But happy they, the happiest of their kind, 

Whom gentler stars unite, and in one fate. 

Their hearts, their fortunes and their beings blend.** 

Here also she had the additional satisfaction of 
renewing her friendship with the guides of he^ youth; 
and by unreserved intercourse, her feelings were re- 
kindled, her mind strengthened for duty, and her 
affections lighted up into a noble and axdent flame. 
She also took the opportunity of gaining fresh in- 
structions from her governess and revered pastor, 
previous to her entering on the more important 
duties she anticipated on returning to her widowed 
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parent ; and as she was soon to be called upon to 
exert herself in household affairs, it seems from her 
Diary she was anxious to obtain the blessing of 
God upon all she did ; remembering that she was 
not to have an eye to a spiritual life only, but that 
practical duties were placed before her ; she felt that 
she had new engagements to fulfil, and was anxious 
to adorn the doctrine she professed in all things. She 
never omitted her stated hours of retirement, desiring 
at the same time to pay a strict regard to her mother^s 
wishes, and to maintain an a£Pectionate concern for 
the welfiire of her brothers. And amid many dis^ 
couragements, she still relied on the same Almighty 
arm, which was engaged to lead her onward, and 
determined to seek more earnestly supplies of that 
wisdom so liberally promised to all who ask. Great- 
ly to her joy about this time, the fiiend of her heart, 
the Rev. Mr. Newton, came to settle in London ; 
which gave her a constant opportunity of hearing 
him, as well as receiving him under her mother's 
roof; and shewing a thousand little kindnesses, 
which the liberality of her heart suggested. We 
cannot but notice here how conspicuous the provi- 
dence of God appeared in this event to one so need- 
ful of support, and so fearful of taking a false step. 
A card of friendship which he sent her soon after 
her return to her sister's at Highbury-place, may 
afford some interest to the reader, and may not per- 
haps be thought too trifling to insert. 
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TO MISS FLOWER. 

▲uo. h, xim. 
That holy peace the Gospel brings 
Depends not on external things ; 
It soita with poirerty or wealth. 
As well with sickness as with health : 
No friends this blessing can impart. 
No foes can drive it from the heart ; 
It makes all situations sweet. 
Or Highbury, or Cannon Street. 

Thus was she met with mercy unexpected, and 
therefore the more grateful to her feelmgs. Soon 
after Mr. N. began a course of lectures on the Lord^s 
Prayer, which tended greatly to her edification. She 
mentions some excellent observations he made at 
the commencement on the word ^^ Our :*" shewing 
the enlarged spirit of true religion in teaching us to 
pray for aU the people of God. She adds as follows : 

''Highbury place.-— A scene of happiness pre- 
sents itself to my view during my abode at this place. 
My mind is free from fear, my spirits cheerfiil, and 
peace reigns in my soul. My dear sister, my friend, 
my director, my earthly guide, without whose advice 
I have not been used to act, is all love and kind- 
ness ; her affection grows stronger, and only increases 
the pain of being separated. My brother open, 
generous, instructing and kind, spiritual, and help- 
ful to my best interests. They wish me to reside 
with them, but I cannot at present come to that 
conclusion. My dear Mr. N. preached upon the 
wiU of God being done in earth as it is in heaven. 
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1. Universally, by individuals in every part of it. 
Some people would only do the will of God, if they 
were to pick and choose out of his commandments. 
Though we complain of want of comfort, yet if we 
indulge any known sin, we have great reason to 
suspect ourselves. We may indeed get safe to 
heaven, but we shall have very little comfort by the 
way. When the will contradicts the conscience; 
it is very painful indeed ; and we shall suffer for 
indulging such a resistance. 2. We are to do it 
cheeifiilly. There are some who would have just 
so much religion as would save them from heU ; but 
it is a simplicity of spirit we are to aim at ; to do 
God^s will as the angels do in heaven. They only 
follow the command of God ; they would think no 
office too mean, if the Lord commanded them to do 
it. Witness Hagar, Cornelius, &c. The smallest act 
should be done from the same motive; and this 
would sanctify every common act, and turn all it 
toucheth into gold. A Christian will desire to have 
his heart regulated by the word of God. If we 
would attend to his will as manifested by his provi- 
dence, this means a cheerful compliance with his 
appointments. Submission is a great thing, but I 
thkik it is too faint a word. A Christian should 
prefer' and choose the will of God above his own, 
believing that he knows what is best for us. To 
submit, only because we know we cannot avoid our 
trouble, is not a right temper. We should consider 
ourselves as shortsighted creatures. We should 
possess first a perfect contentment with our lot in 
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life, beUeving it to be the bec^t for us, and that in 
which we may most adorn our profession. Wemay 
crften see a suitability in our particular afflictions to 
root up our sins, though not always so. God some- 
times permits great afflictions to befal his people, 
that his power may be magnified in them, and that 
they glorify him by patiently suffering his will. Thus 
the apostle gloried in tribulation. We sometimes 
think, if the Lord were to tell us his reasons for per- 
mitting our triaU, we could be content to hear of 
them ; but this too is a mistake ; since his word is 
his revealed will respecting us. We think thes^ 
things plain, and suppose we have learnt our lesson 
wh^a we hear it> but before the day is finished, we 
find something to shew us our weakness ; and afflic- 
tions teach us the truth more powerfully than any 
dung else ; tbr by them, self is broken down, and 
the soul taught to lean on the allsufficiency of God 

" February 6, 1780. During the past week, I 
have found a little revival of my soul towards God. 
Perhaps it may be owing to death in the family. 
It has pleased God to remove an aged relative, one 
who was fit for heaven, and had a long and rough 
journey through life. Truly it may be said respect- 
ing her, ^ mark the perfect and behold the upright, 
for the end of su^h is peace.'' So easy was her di&- 
mi^simi, that no one knew of it, till the moment the 
soul took its farewell of the clay. It is strange that 
death should be a subject enlivening ; but it seems 
to set its seal to all my serious reflections. The 
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putting on mourmng is a kind of memento mori 
whicb suits me, and seems to give a license to in« 
dulge solemnity of thought, and to reflect on death 
and eternity. And these alone are the subjects whicb 
seem to inspire me with a proper activity with re- 
gaid to the things of the present life ; these jdaoe 
them in their proper light ; and whUe on the one 
hand, they produce indifference as to trifles ; on the 
other, they urge a constant attention to the wise ad* 
vice of redeeming the time, and remembering thai 
whatever we find in our heart to do, we should doit 
with all our might. I compare myself to a young 
Christian soldier, who, sensible of Uie favour of bis 
Captain, alters on the battle without any great dif- 
ficulties ; at first he meets with some, which be has 
been striving to grapple with, by his own wiadom; 
by which means his dependence on his experimoed 
Captain has been weakened and bis affection to* 
wards him abated ; till he is at length l»ot^bt to 
some difficidt post, where all his strength fails him. 
He is left for a season to struggle with inward fears, 
and perhaps for a long time, is kept at a distance 
firom him, on whom he now begins to feel be must 
^tirely depend for counsel, wisdom, strength and 
comfiNt ; and not only for such a share in his favour, 
as shall make him conqueror at last, but for all those 
blessings which shall conduce to his present comlbrt 
and welfare. And now havuig obtained a glimpse 
of his Captain, he falLs down, and determines no 
more to trust to his own wisdom, but to take the 
advice of his kind friend on every future occasion. 
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^^ Our affections while we are in this world will be 
too strongly set upon the best created things ; but 
the principal spring of them is the image of God be- 
ing in the creature : the Lord will be merciful to our 
weakness, especially when at the same time the crea- 
ture does lead us to God. I must bless the Lord 
for the friendship of my honoured friend Mr. New- 
ton, who is such a miracle of grace, and whose con- 
version and exemplary life for many years are adapted 
to shew forth the praises of his Saviour. Being 
blessed also with natural endowments, improved by 
his own cultivation and a large acquaintance with 
the world,he is rendered eminently useful : the Lord 
has granted him also a wise and understanding heart, 
and quickness of discernment to know the fitness of 
things ; so that he is qualified for being a friend to 
the people of God, and is honoured by the strongest 
recommendation of his divine Saviour. His charac- 
ter I think may be summed up in Dr. Young's line, 

^ A man on earth devoted to the skies.* 

"September 23, 1780. At 21 years. Thus far 
have the tender mercies of God brought a poor sin- 
ful creature, who had it not been for unparalleled 
mercy and the love of a heavenly friend, had been 
ruined by sin and made miserable for ever. But 
the hope he has kq)t alive in my heart, has I trust 
in a small degree been influential on my conduct ; 
has preserved me from sinking, and at times caused 
me to rejoice in tribulation ; causing peace to spring 
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up in my soul, and joy in my heart. Though I do 
on every returning period of this kind wish to resign 
myself to the Lord, yet particularly so on this day, 
since by the providence of God, it is rather more in- 
teresting to me than the usual returns of it. Hav- 
ing attained the age of twenty one years, I have 
arrived at that period which is generally looked upon 
by the world as a joyful one, to those who are favour- 
ed with what is called a genteel fortune. Though 
I desire to acknowledge the goodness of God in the 
bounties of his providence, yet I consider every 
temporal good as a talent intrusted to my care ; 
and what I am most anxious about is, how all my 
concerns may be ordered for the glory of God. Oh ! 
may my sufficiency be of him, who is able to make 
all grace abound towards me, that I may have suf- 
ficiency for every good work. The world is nothing 
but vanity. I would direct my eyes to heaven. Oh ! 
may the Lord be my continual light, and lead me 
for his name'^s sake. Sin beclouds the mind, so that 
it is sometimes in darkness ; but God says, * I have 
blotted out thy sins as a cloud.^ Oh the delightful 
state of heaven ! May I but be interested in Jesus, 
and all shall be well. His people are all my delight. 
It is a pity religious characters are not more esti- 
mable for the spirituality which is the honour of 
their profession and precious in the sight of their 
Lord, instead of mere common qualifications. With 
these my ears are filled, while eminent piety and 
holiness are spoken of with calm indiiference. In a 
conversation with dear Mr. Newton, he told me the 
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business of the world was to drive away thought ; and 
that there was a something which left them dissatis- 
fied m the midst of all their pursuits. And there are 
so many things unsuitable to immortality, which by 
custom are rendered necessary to be attended to, 
that the Christian is in continual danger of losing 
the enjoyments of those things which are only suited 
to the nature of his immortal soul. My desires are 
either for the full enjoyment of the saints in the 
society of heaven, or to live with them here. The 
most honourable Christian is surely one who has 
been enabled in his course to hold forth the word of 
life by a long and steady profession and practice of 
the Gospel. 

" Yesterday I received the first portion of my 
fortune since I have been of age. Lord, I seek wis- 
dom to use it aright. It is given me to use for thy 
sake. O may I be instructed in this deed ; and the 
Lord have all the praise and glory of it.'^ 

During this period of her life, her time seems 
to have been spent in the domestic and social circle 
of her friends. If any trifling circumstance occurred 
to disturb her peace, she always traced it to the 
hand of God; carried it to the throne of grace, 
where she had long found it a privilege to leave 
every burden ; consoling herself with the persua- 
sion that every thing was in his hand, who inclined 
her to exercise that confidence towards him. She 
was a wise and faithful friend ; and the few who had 
the privilege of her intimacy, considered it as no 
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ordinary blessing. Meek and gentle in her deport- 
ment, she was ever ready to oblige, and never evinc- 
ed more alacrity, than when actuated by the hope 
of rendering some service to a fellow^creature. She 
waa sdect in her acquaintance, but steady and firm 
m her attachments ; and when enlivened by pleasing 
association, the most angelic sweetness shone in her 
countenance. She was weU able to give advice, but 
most frequently did it through the medium of her 
pen, a talent in which she highly excelled. With 
the writings of Dr. Watts, Mrs. Rowe, and other 
eminent authors, she was very conversant ; and by 
the cultivation of her mind, had acquired a solid 
judgment on most topics, in which many at her 
years axe mere novices ; and which made her a most 
valuable and delightftd correspondent. Her favourite 
pieces of biography seem to have been the life of 
Dr. C. Mather and Mr. M. Hehry, from which she 
made large extracts, and whose lives she considered 
as a ^^ heaven upon earth.^ To the imitation of 
these Imgfat examples, she continually aspired ; and 
was wont often to unite with the pious Mr. Henry 
in the senliment, that a life spent in the service of 
and c(»nmunion with God, is the most comfortable 
and pleasant life that any one can enjoy in this 
world. Chamock on Providence was an author she 
particularly admired, as may be inferred from the 
quotations she has made for her own immediate be- 
nefit. " All believers, from the bruised reed to the 
tallest cedar, from the smoking flax on earth to the 
flaming lamp in heaven ; from Thomas, who would 
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not believe without seeing, to Abraham who would 
believe without staggering — all are in a state of life : 
and aU, from the most beautiful moralist to the 
meanest reptile in nature's field; firom the young 
man in the Gospel who was not far from the kingdom 
of God, to Judas who was in the very bottom of 
hell — all are in a state of death.*" " The earlier the 
new birth, the weightier will be the glory in the king- 
dom of God. Young ones regenerated, and enabled 
to bear head against the temptations of their violent 
nature, shall have crowns set with more jewels; they 
shall have an abundant entrance; the more violent 
storms they encounter, the brighter will be their 
glory. If there be any sorrow in heaven, it is be- 
cause they were iiot sooner new-bom; that they 
might more have glorified God on earth, who be- 
stows so much honour on them in heaven.*" 

Thus in a diUgent use of the means of spiritual 
improvement and the cultivation of solid friendship, 
did she pass through the period allotted for her con- 
tinuance under the parental roof. A season not 
without trials, to which a tenderly susceptible mind 
naturally exposed her ; but the Lord was her stay ; 
and in the counsel and friendship of the Rev. Mr. 
Newton, and the disinterested affection of her brother 
and sister, she invariably found assistance, sympathy, 
and consolation. A specimen of the former is here 
inserted in a letter, when the writer was for a short 
time absent from his flock, and on a visit at the scene 
of his former labours. • 
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^•Olney, 15 June 1781. 
^^ Our pleasure at Bedford was like some 
strains of music in a flat key and a plaintive style. 
It was mournfully sweet. Mrs.* Barham is one of 
the most amiable and most spiritual women I know. 
She has for many years favoured us with an inti- 
macy, which I believe neither she nor we have with 
many persons ; and her health is so rapidly declin- 
ing, that we knew we saw her and took leave of 
her for the last time. But her whole deportment 
was so calm, cheerM and heavenly, that if an an- 
gel could be sick, I might compare her to a sick 
angel. Put these things together, and you will 
judge our feelings, in conjunction with the rest 
of the family (who are like different bodies ani- 
mated by. one spirit) were mournfully pleasing. 
She exerted herself to come down stairs more or 
less every day while we staid ; but has not been 
below since we came away. We have had many 
pleasant visits there, but this last was the best, only 
that with respect to her it was the last. We oflen 
smiled with her, and sometimes she almost dropped 
a tear with us. But she lives in Beulah ; her sun 
shines night and day, and her spirit seems out of 
the reach of being discomposed by the little events 
of the present life. Oh ! the power of the Gospel ! 
Oh ! the faithfulness of our Lord and Saviour ! how 
does he make the hard easy, the bitter sweet, and 
enable his people to smile even in anguish. May 
I not add, oh the mistake of many professors, who 
poorly content themselves with a scheme of notions, 
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a round of attendance upon ordinances ; and seem 
to think themselves right, because they have every 
thing of religion, but its power and its comforts. 
Had they been with us, they might have seen what 
grace can do, and how different it is from an attach- 
ment to ministers and parties, and from idle disputes 
about the preference of names and fornvs. On Fri- 
day we forced ourselves from Bedford, dined at 
Newport, found Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. Bull. 
There our pleasure was more in the allegro, but a 
savour of what we had lately left was still upon our 
minds. Saturday brought us to Olney, and this 
must be the boundary of our progress. We Me 
now with Mrs. Unwin and Mr. Cowper : and to go 
from them sooner than necessity constrains, would 
be like the needles forsaking the loadstone. Besides, 
I must see all my dear people in town and neigh- 
bourhood. I must talk with every one of them, and 
go into every house where I have formerly been 
received. If one was omitted, that one would be 
grieved, and I must not grieve one of the Lord''s 
people willingly. I have likewise to preadi six times 
a Week while I stay. The greater and better part 
of the people are very thankful for Mr. Scott's mi- 
nistry. And I hope the best of those who are at 
present under the power of fascination, will in good 
time be brought to see things in a clearer light. It 
has of late been a winnowing and trying time with 
them. The Lord has used a fan, and Satan has 
been very busy with his sieve ; but I trust all will 
work for good in the end. I doubt not but the 
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Lord will give Mr. Scott wisdom and patience suited 
to the occasion ; and I have a hope that poor, un- 
worthy, unthankful Olney will yet be favoured with 

a revival Two or three of your tapers 

are extinguished ; but if you have the sun, you can 
do tolerably well without them. When we have said 
all we can about losses, and crosses, and changes, it is 
still a truth that one, and one thing only is needAiI and 
sufficient. You have many friends who prize your 
love, and endeavour to deserve it ; but you have 
but one friend who could or would be crucified for 
you. I would not wish you to forget the rest, not 
even my poor self; but above all, you will remem- 
ber him, and he i6 with you always ; consequently 
you can* never be alone. I hope you feel his pre- 
sence, and rejoice in his love : then you will say 
with her of old, ' all is well.' " 

Under the prospect of changing her situation in 
life she thus writes : " though I wish not to give 
way to romantic notions, at the same time I dread 
nothing so much as forming a connection with the 
prospect of indifference ; and would with my whole 
heart look up to the Lord, desiring that he. would 
guide my thoughts, actions, words, and affections. 
I went to hear Mr. Newton this evening before I 
had mentioned the matter to him ; and was a little 
surprised at the text he had chosen. It was Gen. 
xii. 1. *now the Lord said unto Abraham, get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew 
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thee." I wish to have his prayers. Oh that I may 
have wisdom from above. Lead me, oh Lord, in 
the right way : hold up my feet in thy goings, then 
I shall be safe.'' 

A few days after, she received the following 
piece of advice from him : 

** If what is before you be the right thing, a little 
waiting and praying will confirm you in what is the 
will of God, and the right path. When no part of 
a proposal is unsuitable to his revealed will ; when 
the openings and leadings of providence are fair, 
straight and unforced; when inclination invites, 
and prudence does not step in with a negative; 
when the Lord^s guidance is simply sought, and the 
business still goes, as we say, upon the wheels, then 
I think there is little danger of mistaking the way. 
But the prospect of great and abiding changes will 
excite thoughtfulness, and perhaps occasion some 
confusion of thought beforehand. I believe the 
Lord has given you (and it is better than a moun- 
tain of gold,) a simple desire to please him. If so, 
be of good courage, an infallible guide will not mis- 
lead you.'' (AprU 13, 1782.) 

Every obstacle being removed, and every cir- 
cumstance contributing to the accomplishment of 
her wishes, her decision was made : upon which she 
received the following encouraging letter from Mr. 
Newton. 



Digitized by 



Google 



of mrs. dawson. 73 

" My dear Miss Flower, 

^^ I thank you for your packet : and I thank 
the Lord for your friendship. It was he who form- 
ed it, and it shall be maintained by him ; neither 
absence nor distance shall affect it. It shall flourish 
amongst the amarynths, the incorruptibles, and 
immortals of a better world. Hoping, believing, 
and praying that the Lord will graciously make 
Mr. Dawson and you very happy together, and 
that his providence is leading you to a situation in 
which he has already designed to make you a bless- 
ing to many, I shall resign you with as good a 
grace as I can. It will give me a pleasing pain, a 
sorrowful sort of joy, and a great satisfaction, ming- 
led with a few grains of regret to join your hands, 
and then to say, ^ farewell.^ But the pain I shall 
endeavour to keep to myself, and only wear the 
livery of pleasure and joy upon the occasion : but 
do not suspect me of insensibility if I wear the best 
side outwards. But I have a request to make, or 
rather a demand. This approaching, closing piece 
of service, with which you purpose to honour me, 
is, must and shall be its own reward. I will not be 
paid for it; and i^ after this declaration of mine, 
the least word, look, or hint were to pass to alter 
this my determination, I will not say, I shall be 
offended, that would be too harsh ; but I should be 
grieved, pinched, and hurt excessively. I will no 
more pocket any money upon this occasion, than I 
will pocket a red hot heater. 

"If I now lived at Olney, I would promise you to 
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be a tolerable correspondent ; but you know how I 
am circamstanced here ; and therefore, if I should 
be tardy, you will impute it to the right cause, or 
to any cause but the want of affection. However, 
if the old proverb stands good — ^where there is a will, 
there is a way-*-I am ready to flatter myself I shall 
behave tolerably well on that head. As to advice, 
I do not think you will need any, but to read the 
Bible and ply the throne of grace; and even this to 
you is not needful. The wisdom from above, which 
is necessary and sufiicient to guide you in every 
branch of your department, is to be had for asking. 
You will ask it, and consequently will have it. 
Every day will bring with it its own duties and 
comforts, and in one degree or another its own trials ; 
and t(^ether with these, it will bring you new sup- 
ports and new instructions. I have reason to be 
diankfiil if I have been in any way serviceable to you. 
YHmt I am in myself, you know better than most 
others, by the recollection of what you have taken 
die trouble to read : however with all my follies, I 
am capal^ of esteeming and returning your friend- 
ship, and you may be assured in few words which 
my heart easily dictates, that there is hardly a person 
whose removal from London I could more sensibly 
feel than yours. However, we shall not be properly 
separated. Spirits need not be affected much by 
tocal distance. The throne of grace is the central 
point, where those who are united to the Lord, have 
one common home, and may meet daily. I shall 
sometimes think of you when you are not just think- 
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ing of me. I shall sometimes be in your thoughts 
when you are not in mine, but very often our 
thoughts will meet snd join at the same instant. I 
have little expectation of paying you a visit in Lan- 
caster, but my mind will often be there ; and thus 
we shall go on in our respective paths of duty, till 
he whose we are, and whom we serve, shall say, come 
up hither. Then we shall meet to part no more, 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. May the 
God of aH grace make you happy in yourselves, and 
in each other, and in all your connections. This 
will often be the prayer of 

" Your very aflTectionate and obliged 

^^ friend and servant, 
" John Newton.'' 

On the 7th of August, her union with Mr. D. 
took pkce ; and after an affectionate ftrewell to her 
friends, they were accompanied by her sister into 
Lancashire. About this time she makes the felknr- 
ing remarks : 

^^ I am now to be united by the most saored ties 
to one whom my heart has been inclined to choose 
for my nearest earthly friend. Did I not hope diat 
God, whose blessing and dnrection I havo sought, 
had heard my prayer, and directed the movementa 
of my heart, the sense of it would almost overwhdm 
me. But I have much to encourage my faith in a 
covenant God, who I believe wo^ild not suffer me to 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 LIFE AND WRITINGS 

go in a wrong path ; and every confirmation I could 
wish for, of the suitability of my choice. 

** We arrived here on Saturday evening, having 
been graciously protected through every danger of 
the way, and brought into a pleasant land. It is a 
goodly country, a pleasant spot, and the word of the 
Lord dweUeth therein."" 

It was not long before she received a cheering 
letter from her valued friend, part of which is tran- 
scribed : 

" My dear Madam, 

" Before this reaches you, I hope you will 
be at your joumey^s end. It will find you sur- 
rounded by new objects, possessed by new thoughts, 
and entering upon new departments. Just thus 
was it with Adam, when he first looked round him 
and found himself in Paradise ; or rather with Eve, 
who, the minute she awaked into life, found a hus- 
band and a garden prepared for her. Well, though 
all be new about you, you conveyed many things 
from home which are not new to you. Old truths, 
old promises, which have been tried again and again. 
Often used and trusted, yet as worthy of trust as 
ever. You have likewise experience which may be 
called old, for a young person. You have known 
the Lord, and found him near to you in London. He 
is equally near to you at Lancaster ; to supply the 
wantof all absent relations, and heightening the 
pleasure and value of all present relations, as the hus- 
band, friend, brother, father of his people. With 
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such a guard, teacher, and guide always at hand, you 
will find yourself at home every where, and soon at 
home especially in the place he has allotted you. 
I send you Laban'^s words to Jaoob, but in a softer 
sense than he spoke them : ^ The Lord watch be- 
tween me and thee.^ When we are absent from one 
another, I beg it of and expect it from you, that 
you will often remember me and mine at a throne of 
grace. I will try and repay you in kind. May the 
Lord set his gracious name as a seal on your heart 
and arm. This I believe he has abeady done. May 
he then daily repeat and deepen the impression. The 
hearty the world, the tempter, are very deceitful ; 
but die Shepherd of Israel is able to keep us from 
falling ; and while we are humble, and dependent, 
and like little children, afraid of taking a step with- 
out him, we are safe 

"John Newton.*" 

The few followmg letters may shew the nature of 
a correspondence, which continued for many years, 
and was a source of great pleasure; in some measure 
compensating for the sorrows of separation. 

" Aug. 30th. 
" My dear Madam, 

^' Amid a variety of business I had nearly 
forgotten how easily I might send you a letter by 
Mr. Clayton. I fear the notice is too short for me 
to write much, but will do my best, and will also 
lend you a couple of franks, which I hope you will 
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repay me as soon as you can, and with large interest. 
Your letter gave us pleasure, and I thank you for 
it. I do not wonder you were serious and thought- 
fill on your wedding-day ; I was so on mine, and, 
indeed, I was so on yours. That may well be called 
an important hour, which will have some influence 
upon every future hour of life. It may be compared 
to a gate, admitting us into a road from which, when 
we have once entered, there is no retreating. You 
will be at times exposed to some exercises, of whidi 
you had no idea in the single state ; and I would 
observe, that to be at all points and in every way 
happy in this world, is what we must not expect. 
It is polluted, and cannot be our rest. The present 
constitution of things, exposes us to changes, and the 
raaaining depravity of our hearts renders them ne- 
cessary to us. But I hope you will always feel cause 
of thankfulness for comparative happiness, and that 
you will always be surrounded with a thousand 
blessings and comforts, of which many people are 
destitute ; and will thereby be excited to praise him, 
who makes a difference between you and them. 
Above all, I hope you will obtain growing views of 
the Lord^s wisdom, goodness, and faithfulness, and 
be enabled simply and heartily to prefer his manage- 
ment for you to any choice you could possibly make 
fixr youcself. If we were perfectly united to his holy 
will, we should be continually pleased; for aU 
things take place according to his wise and holy 
will, and not a sparrow falls to the ground without 
him. That is best for us, which is best for our souls ; 
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wliich is most suited to preserve us in a spirit of 
prayer and dependence ; to keep our hearts awake 
to the vanity of earthly things, and to raise them 
upwards to a better world. I know the Lord has 
given you an enlarged idea of the proper temper and 
spirit to which the Gospel is designed to form us. 
You have I believe an ambition to Uve to him, to 
serve him with your all, and to thirst for a conformi- 
ty to his image in humility, spirituality, and benevo- 
lence. It is he who wrought in you thus to will, and 
he will work in you to do likewise according to his 
good pleasure. You are not altogether ignorant of 
Satan's devices; but now your situation is changed, 
he will probably change his methods of attack ; but 
if the Lord keep you sensible of your own weakness, 
if you look to him for strength and grace, you need 
not fear. You will discover and avoid every snare, 
and new conflicts shall ensure you new victories. To 
his gracious care I commend you, and doubt not but 
he will surely do you good. — Next Sunday evening, 
if the Lord please, we are to try to gain some in«> 
struction by looking at Lot's wife in the shape of a 
pillar of salt : were you to ask me what I shall say 
about it, I could only tell you in general, that it is a 
sad thing for those who have begun to make a pro- 
fession, to look back to the world, they have seemed to 
forsake. There are too many such statues, stiffened 
with a lifeless form of godliness, who are dead, 
though they have a name to live. — I did not doubt, 
from Mr. Burder's general character, that you would 
like him. I trust he will still grow upon you, as 
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you become more acquainted with him. I shall 
rejoice to hear, that the Lord so blesses the ordi- 
nances to you, that you find not the least regret on 
that account for leaving London. Though you did 
not outwardly belong to my fold, yet I presumed to 
consider myself as a sort of co-pastor with Mr. Trot- 
man, so far as you were concerned. This part of 
my connexion with you I cheerfully resign to Mr. 
Burder, but my place in your firiendship I cannot 
consent to give up to any one ; you will be always 
very near and dear to my heart. Your mother ob- 
liged us this afternoon with a ride to Highgate, and 
we had your nephew master John with us. He is a 
very entertainmg companion, and does me the hon- 
our to pay a particular attention to me. I have 
taken a place to go to Hastings, to spend a few days 
with Mr. Thornton who is there : I shall then have 
another interview with my old acquaintance the sea; 
but I must converse with it at a distance, for Mrs. 
N. will not allow me to go upon it. After the Lord 
has preserved me so oft;en across the wide ocean, she 
is not willing to trust me to sail a few hours. You 
may think her wrong, but you will blame her very 
gently now you are yourself a wife; for perhaps you 
will soon learn to think Mr. Dawson is most safe, 
when he is in your sight. Let me now add my love, 
(the best thing I have to send him) and which Mrs. 
N. sends to you both. May the Lord bless you 
abundantly in yourselves and to each other ; and 
when you are near the throne of grace, remember 
** Your very affectionate friend, 

" Jno. Newton.'' 



Digitized by 



Google 



of mrs. dawson. 81 

^^ My deae Madam, 

"I have somewhere read of an Hiad com- 
prised in a nutshell. I oould wish for such a laconic 
talent^ when I write to you. If leisure would per- 
mit, I could write a quire to you; but cannot in 
oonsd^ce make you pay for more than a sheet ; 
therefore must now dose my introduction. Taking 
it for granted that you are not unwilling to know 
how we are, I will begin (as eharity generally does,) 
at home. TJie physician prescribing the salt water 
fcHT Eliza, we spent a month in Hampshire, chiefly 
.4m her account A safe and pleasant joum^, kind 
entertainment, alternate retirement and Christian 
ooaTerse, alternate church and house preaching, and 
the satisfaction of finding all well on our return. 
The bathing agreed with Eliza* and Dr. Benamer 
hopes she is better, and in a way of being so ; though 
I can see little alteration. I am still enabled to 
preach three times a day when required ; by which 
you may judge that want of health is not one of my 
trials. Indeed they have been for some time past 
light and few ; for I am ashamed to honour little 
teasing incidents with the name of triak ; at least, 
I dare not call them troubles. They are indeed 
sttffident trials of our faith and patience, and a proof 
(^a^ing as they are) how little we have of either, if 
die Lord leave us to grapple with them in our own 
strengdi. But we are still followed by goodness and 
mercy, and surrounded by innumerable calls to 

* Miss E. Cunningham, a niece to whom he was muoh attached. 
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thankfulness. The news of your health and Mr. D^s 
recovery was pleasing to us ; and it is a mercy he 
received no more hurt from the overturn. — I do not 
think it sinfol to have a genius or taste for the polite 
arts, or to use it when we have it : but I belieye it 
to be ensnaring, liable to be abused, and that, the 
. abuse is sinful. Our brother Bacon * is the first man 
in one branch of the fine arts, and T hardly know 
any man more simple and spiritual in his views and 
wfdk. I see therefore, that eminence in the arts is 
not incompatible with eminence in the Christian life'; 
but I scarcely feel qualified to write upon the sub^ 
ject. Though we are not in the habit of relating 
the subjects we discuss, I will, (which I never £d 
to any one before) transcribe from my book of mi- 
nutes, the heads of an evening's discussion que«tidnl 
What is the true idea of liberality of mind ? In 
general, it is the effect of self-knowledge, observation, 
and ^ knowledge of human nature, combined with,« 
cordial love of the truth and of mankind, and a cer- 
tain largeness and generosity of spirit, not always 
found even in good men. It stands opposed to pre- 
judices of all kinds which are classed with natidnal, 
religious, party, pedantic, ignorant and interested 
prejudices. Much was said on pedantry, which we 
considered as a contracted, narrow disposition, which 
can only act or think in one circle. It is very pre^ 
valent among all professions, whether philosophers^ 
scholars, artists, mariners, farmers, or divines. In 
religion, it generally draws every thing into the vor- 
■' '-'■■ .1 - — . ^1 . 

* The lat« John Bacon, Eeq. R. A. 
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tex of some favourite sentiment. One property of 
this liberality is a willingness to examine our op^ii- 
ons, and to submit them to examination, with a 
desire of maintaining nothing for which we have not 
either present evidence, or a consciousness of past 
evidence. The liberal-minded man considers* his 
own weakness, fallibility and depravity, and from 
hence learns to make candid allowances for others. 
The operation of this liberality is, to the good, comp^ 
placence and brotherly love; to the wicked and 
erroneous, compassion ; to all men, benevolence. It 
i|^ strict and severe to its own faults, and more strict 
with the faults of friends than enemies. In dubious 
cases, it hopes the best ; but is inflexible in favour 
of truth and right. Beware of the . counterfeit of 
the present day, a spurious moderation, without re- 
gard to principle : a bigotted candour, a comprehen- 
sion which embraces all but those, who love the 
truth as it is in Jesus. It proves all things, holds 
fast that which is good. It buys the truth and will 
not sell it. It*selects, adopts, and acknowledges 
whatever is good, amiable and of good report, where- 
ever found. 

" I believe your thoughts on Isaiah xii. 1 . are pretty 
much the same as mine. However, I have neither 
time nor room to send you more at present. Where 
we truly love, we can easily feel where we have 
displeased ; and we can as easily judge by the con- 
duct of our friend^ what part of it is intended to 
express a sense of our unkindness. Indeed, with 
regard to the Lords dispensations, we may always 
see sin enough in ourselves, to account for our suf- 
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ferings; and we see likewise, that the afflictioifts 
which look like tokens of his displeasure, are indeed 
mercies and farours to those who love him ; that he 
chastens them for their good ; and though diqileas^ 
ed with their sins, is not angry with those, whom he 
has reconciled to himself in Christ Jesus. I appe- 
hend a sense of his anger chiefly respects a state of 
convictbn, and is remoyed when the eye of tb« 
mind is opened to behold the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sin of the world. It is possible to 
fall into such sins as may revive the cause of anger, 
and fill our hearts with terrcnr. I hope and pray ^ 
will not be your case, nor mine ; and therefore I 
shall not consider it. We join in love to you and 
Mr. D. You have as much of my affection as if I 
saw you daily. Our friendship, founded upon the 
best principles, and strengthened by an ao(|uaiiitaiioe 
of some stawUng, is too firm and too old to be shakoi, 
I trust, by absence or distance, especially as weatiU 
meet at a throne of grace. May the Lord bless you^ 
and keep you, and fill you with the peace which 
passeth all understanding. 

" I am your'^s indeed, 

"J. Nbwton,'*' 

From the same. 
'^ I must beg leave to pity religious professon, 
who have so little comfort from $he Gospel, that 
they are forced to apply to the worid for relief. 
Something is amiss in the constitution, when the 
taste and habit are so vitiated, that there as a haiik- 
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ering for chalk or cinders. If any that hare truly 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, are not content 
wiA the bread of life, but must feed on the world^s 
ashes by way of rariety, I think they are sick. It 
seems to me, that a lively Christian will look on the 
world'^s amusements much in the light of children'^s 
toys. But though we need not envy them their 
playthings, yet to themselres, playthings are of 
great importance ; yes, in a sense necessary, till some- 
ihing else can be substituted in their room. You may 
tie a child to the leg of a table, and make it look 
very grave by crossing it and disappointing it ; but 
you cannot infuse into a child that solidity, which 
is becoming a grown person ; and except you can do 
this, it would be unreasonable to confine the child 
to the rules you might prescribe to yourself Oik 
liie oAer hand, that very conduct y/iddk in a child 
of eight years old indicates capacity and genius, if 
exactly copied by a person of thirty, would denomi- 
nate him a feol. The application is easy. A fond- 
ness for the world^s playthings in a Christian betrays 
a childishness and weakness altogether unsuitable to 
our high and honourable profession. If I found you 
busy in- dressing a doll for a child, I should not 
blame you ; but if you told me you were dressing it 
for yourself, and I saw you delighted with the doll, 
and entering into the spirit of the business, just as a 
child might do, I should think it very strange. Thus 
unawakened people of all ages appear to me as chil- 
cbren : if I had influence over such, I should contenf 
myself with restraining them from such things as 
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are evidently immoral and hurtful ; but I would not 
attempt to take all their playthings away^ and say 
they should do nothing but what I chose to do my- 
fdi. I would tell them, and endeavour to persuade 
them, that there are better pleasures than, as yet, 
they have any idea of. I would previul on them, 
if possible, to wait on those means by whidi the 
Lord usually works, at least on his own day. I 
would let them know that I pitied them, that IJiey* 
were capable of being pleased with such trifles. 
Then I must be content to let them play on. If 
occasions should happen, that I should sometimes 
and in a certain degree play with them, as I now 
creep on all-fours to please a little child, still I 
should let them see that I felt myself out of place, 
and was not a child like them. I could not write 
thus to every one ; where the spiritual taste is form- 
ed, and there is a simplicity of heart, many things 
may be safely said, which might be misunderstood 
and mismaiu^g;ed by others. What a sad thing it is 
to be in such a state of mind, as renders the killing 
of time (as the phrase is) necessary. For a creature 
capable of knowing God, and of communion with 
him to be incapable of bearing its own reflections, 
or destitute of any thing worth reflecting on, forced 
to fly from itself to seek refuge in a crowd, to dress> 
to dance, to run through a range of follies in order 
to while away that little, uncertain portion of time, 
which when it is once finished will fix them in an 
eternal, unchangeable state, when, to say no more, 
there will be none of those amusements which they 
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now find so necessary, this is really awfuL — ^ Say,' 
dreamers of gay dreams— how will you weather m 
eternal night where such expedients fail !' I can- 
not recommend any of Mr. Law^s writings in 
the ^pss, and perhaps there are none of them in 
which some excellent things are not to be found. 
But in his Serious Call particularly, he shews the 
folly and vanity of a worldly life in a very striking 
and masterly manner. I wish he had been as hap- 
py in delineatingrthe nature and effects of true reli^ 
gion, as he has been in shewing the misery of those 
who live without God in the world. Indeed I should 
be very glad to handsel the hall, and give you a 
family sermon in it. Were I with you this morning, 
perhaps my text would be 1 Timothy vi. 17. * Charge 
them that are rich in this world, that they be not 
bigh-minaed, nor trust in uncertain ridies, but in 
the living God, who giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy.** I should not be large on the exhortation. I 
should leave Mr. — and you to apply that to your* 
selves. My discourse would principally turn upon 
one clause — * who giveth us freely'* — ^without desert 
or condition, not one, two or many, but all things 
richly, that are necessary or suitable to our good, 
in a way worthy of himself ; richly, bountifully, 
beyond what we ask or think ; and all this with 
a liberty and a blessing to possess, to use, to 
enjoy. Let us meditate upon the fulness of this 
clause, and then let us sit down and draw up our 
inventory, if we can, of the benefits and comforts 
temporal, spiritual, personal and relative, by which 
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he has distii^ifihed uft from thousandii : thftt grati- 
tade may be excited ; tatit k a good and pkasiiit 
dung lo be thankful. There always will be a gteat 
dkpiDpoTtioti between what we do, and what we 
ought to do ; and therefore it is a m^cy to be sen- 
dbleofit. While onr eye 18 fixed on him, having tight 
desires, we may dep^d upon his promises to qualify 
us for any situation in which he places us. Is it not 
strange, that Christians should find it so difficult to 
deqise Ae vanities and follies of the world, while some 
heallien phQosophers found it so easy ? Metliinks 
a Ittde observation and experience migfat convince us, 
that if the |!^ord has afforded us the neeesniieB and 
moderate accommodations of life, nothing merely 
of a worldly nature can t^d to our felicity. Will 
a table of fifty covers and degant fumiturq makq us 
fai^py ? or is it even worth while to live for the sdte 
of dressing and dancing every day ? The only tem- 
poral blessings which I thinJL in any sense worthy 
the name of pleasure, and which will bear reflecting 
on, are those of fiiendship and relative life : these 
really promise something not unworthy our atten- 
tion. These really do gild a scene, which would 

otherwise be all darkness and gloom 

"I wish Mr. — great success in gardening; fShat 
his seeds and plants may flourish, and that the exer- 
cise may be very serviceable to his health. What a 
school is a garden ! A lesson may be learnt ftom 
every flower, leaf and seed. Your garden may not 
be an Eden, nor yet a Gethsemane, but it may re- 
mind you of both. How Adam fell, how Jesus 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF Mft^ DAWSON. 89 

agonised snd oiMiqvfered. And oh what love, that 
he should endose U8 out of the wilderness of this 
world, wall us round with salyation, and- condescend 
to make us his husbandry ! All that he has planted 
in us shall prosper, and all in us which he has not 
phuited, he has graciously promised shall be rooted 
up. Let our hearU say Amen — Januaqr 14, 1788. 

" John Newton."* 

From ike same, 

"Aug. 6, 1788. 
" When I mentioned my condescension to a 
duld in creeping about the floor to please hun, I 
thonght you would probably call upon me for an 
exidanation. You say directly after, you had been 
asked to go to the playhouse. But my omipliance 
widi the child must have some bounds. If he 
should choose to creep \mder the grate and bum 
his hair, I would prevent him if I could. But if 
diat were out of my power, my regard for my own 
dothes would not permit me to be so complaisant 
as to follow him. If people will go to the ^y, let 
diem honestly confess that tlieir pfeasure lies there, 
and not pretend a desire to. become all things to all 
men with a view to do them good. Tbe same ar- 
gument might lead them to other places tt bad 
resort. I do suppose it posrible for a person who 
has heea used to the theatre in the time of igno- 
rance, to continue the custom some lime after his 
being awakened, for want of reflection. It may be 
so ; but I should have little opinion of any one^s 
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religion, who should persist in the practice after the 
impropriety had been plainly pointed out, suppo- 
sing likewise they are at their own disposal. For I 
can make some allowances for a child or a wife 
complying against inclination, for the sake of peace. 
But I should expect such compliance to be a real 
grievance and burden: for how a spiritual mind 
can take pleasure in the theatre, is to me inconceiv- 
able. The representations are either tragedy or 
comedy. The former I think are universally^ 
strongly tinctured with the exhibition of those pas- 
sions, which our profession calls upon us to mortify. 
The latter are founded on intrigue, and are calcu- 
lated to set in a pleasing light such characters and 
conduct as are diametrically opposite to what a 
Christian ought to do, or be. I might perhaps 
bear to go with the child to a puppet show ; but 1 
would no more accompany the children of taller 
growth to a playhouse, than a pesthouse. And 
observe, when I creep with the child, I do it for the 
time willingly ; but I am soon weary. And if I 
lived with him, I should frequently say, * well nowj 
we have played enough, fetch your book, and let 
me hear you read, or let us talk about the catechism.* 
So the children, if they would not allow me my 
turn, and let me talk to them in my own way some- 
timeSj that I might at least have a possibility of 
doing them some good, I would not play with them 
at all. The time is too precious to allow ub to wast^ 
it, when we have not even a remote prospect of 
benefiting either ourselves or others. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF MRS. DAWSOK* 91 

" We cannot too much cultivate that spirit of love, 
which disposes us to believe and hope the best we 
can of others. The Lord has favoured you with 
this disposition, and taught you to be a strict critic 
over your own conduct, and to make all favourable 
allowances for your neighbours. This is right : 
however, our tenderness should not teach us to 
deviate from the standard of his word. There we 
read that the desire of the flesh, and of the eyes, 
and of the pride of life constitute that spirit of the 
world, which stands in direct opposition to his grace. - 
And we may depend upon it, that they who do not 
perceive this opposition, as it were with a glance of 
•the eye, are some way or other defective in their 
views of the Gospel. That religion which does not 
engage the whole heart for the Lord, can be little 
better than a name. The comforts of the Gospel 
neither require nor admit such poor assistance, as 
worldly amusements offer. — The new nature and 
the old, have each their respective proper food, suited 
to their different appetites and relish ; and what is 
nourishing to one, is death to the other. The b^st 
that I can say of professors that hanker after the 
world is, that if they are not entirely dead, they 
are at least lamentably sick. It indicates a distem- 
pered constitution ; and till they are debarred such 
trash, they will not recover their natural appetite. 
I must thus judge of Gospel hearers, who are to be 
seen at one time sitting under the ordinances, and 
at others mixing with that world, at their plays, 
assemblies, or other diversions ; either they nev^ 
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had a savour of divine things, or they have lost it. 
And to join with them and countenance them in 
their foUies, far from being the way to gain them, 
18 the direct way to harden them, and deceive them. 
And they are much more likefy to draw us into the 
same spirit, than we are to reclaim them to a better 
conduct. ^ Let your moderation be known to all 
men.'*«^How much is that poor word ^ moderation^ 
misunderstood and abused. It is very different 
from that lukewarmness and indifference, which 
many excuse and justify by the term. In popular 
language, we speak of white as a colour; but jdnlo- 
sopfaers tell us, that white is properly no colour 
itself, but is formed by a union and combination of 
all the coloured rays of light. The union of two or 
ihree, or more of these will form a compound of 
colours ; but if they are all blended and reflected 
together, the effect will be a perfect white. Thus 
moderation is not a grace distmct from others, or 
designed to correct any grace, which would be ex- 
treme, or too strong without it ; but it is the result, 
the united effect of all the graces of spirit — ^zeal, 
love, faithfulness, meekness, tenderness, humility, 
and the rest; all contribute to produce it. And 
the reason why instances of true moderation are so 
rare is, that there are few who have their zeal ba- 
lanced by proportionate knowledge, or their gentle- 
ness stimulated by a due regard to the honour of 
God or the importance of truth. In the character 
6( our Saviour as man, we see all these divine rays 
in their vivid brightness perfectly combined, and 
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eimctntrated ; and therefwe he is a perfect examphf 
of true moderatbn. But oh how unlike is die eha- 
ract6r of many who bear his name mad talk of mo^ 
deration^ to tins. They are neither enthusiasts nor 
proiigates; they hope they mean well, and they 
hope that others mean as well as they — sudi is 
tlieir idea of moderation. If Mr. Burder should 
leare Lancaster^ I can see, it may be a trial to you» 
but not a loss. I bdieve the Lord led you thidi^r, 
sad dierefore be will take care of you. Your de- 
pondeBoe upon him, raises you to a state of indo* 
peodenoe with respect to creatures. It is your duty 
to attend on ordinances, and it is your mercy to 
pri«s than. But if the Lord should remove or 
change them, what you cannot prevent, will not b# 
youjr hindrance. He can send some one to be equally 
uaefol, or he can supply and feed you inunedialely 
from himsdf.. Believe that he has wise reasons for 
all that he does or permits. Wait patiently upon 
him. He will do what is best, and will surely guide 
those who seek his direction. Plough and sow while 
you can ; if you should be led into the wilderness 
where ploughing and sowing are impracticable, he 
will take care of you himself, and give you manna 
ftom the clouds and water from the rock.^ 

From the tame* 

" Feb. 13, 1784.— The grand point which is suf- 

fident to make us happy, is to live in union with the 

will of God ; which has two branches : his recited 

wiH, and his pr&ifidential will : to be gui^^ by the 
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one, and satisfied with the other. We shall never 
in this world properly attain to either ; but we may 
by grace approximate more and more to both. The 
first is necessary to our life; the second to our 
peace. And indeed our attainment in the one, is 
the proper test of our attainment in the other. A 
seeming submission, which is not connected with a 
habit and aim of unreserved obedience to his rule, 
is no better than stoicism ; and a professed obedi- 
ence to bis precepts, which leaves us at liberty to- 
find fault with his dispensations, would be very 
defective in its principles. To support the Chns- 
tian character in great trials, it is necessary to habi^ 
tuate ourselves to submission in small ones. And 
it is a great point of wisdom, to see and believe that 
the will of God is concerned in the smallest events. 
If a china plate is broken, a dinner spoiled, or a 
servant stays too long, when sent with a message ; 
these things, though comparatively small, are of- 
great importance with respect to the impression they 
make upon our spirits. And the will of God is 
concerned in them all, and altogether they constitute 
a daily lesson of self-denial and submission. Great 
occasions do not happen every day; but things 
though small, sufficient to break our peace, happen 
almost every hour. That word Jer. xii. 5. seems 
applicable to the subject ; ^ If thou hast run with 
the footmen and they have wearied thee, how canst 
thou contrad with horses; and if in the land of 
peace they wearied thee, how wilt thou do in the 
swellings of Jordan?* Many people amuse them- 
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selves with thinking how well they would behave 
in situations of their own contriving, who are sadly 
defective in their present drcumstances. They 
suppose they should acquit themselves properly 
under great trials, though they are daily overpow- 
ered with trifles. 
" We have pretty well done with conformity to 
' the world. The varieties of genius, which qualify 
people, to shine in the fine arts, oratory, and othcn: 
works of taste, prove that man, considered as a crea- 
ture of God, has great capacities and powers ; but 
all is misapplied.' I think it does not prove that 
providence designed men to be fiddlers, players, or 
rope<dancers. Had the talent which succeed in these 
pretty things been properly applied, the same perr 
son, with the like applidlation, would have been 
distinguished for real excellence. The tongue is a 
wonderAd organ ; but shall we say that Grod hils 
given it a genius for falsehood, slander, and blas- 
phemy, because multitudes have no better employ- 
ment for it.^ If the heart was right, it would teach 
the tongue the language of truth and praise. J am 
not sure the genius displayed in the ways you men- 
tion, was given for these purposes, any more than 
I am sure that hares, d<^8 and horses were made on 
purpose to be killed in the chase. However I agree 
with you, that they who spend most of their lives in 
painting, fiddling, or dancing, or in collecting shells 
and butterflies, would probably do worse, if they had 
not these objects to keep them quiet. These things 
fall under the direction and government of provi- 
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dence, and do in a measure soothe and sweeten the 
spirit of fisOen man, and dBspose him to draw more 
peaceably in the yoke of sodety. For the human 
heart is savage in itself, ftdl (^enmity and mischief 
towards its own kind ; and while destitute of grace, if 
it had not some adoticUsemerUs from other quarters, 
it wouU make the wcarld a continued scene of horror. 
But these things are not necessary to Christiand. 
If I had taste, I should think myself at liberty to 
admire a picture or a piece of music, if they came 
in my way ; but not to go down to the world^s spirit 
purposely and intentionally to seek pleasure in them. 
And if my heart were very spiritual, my love to 
God and man very great, the pleasure I could 
otherwise take in the performances of a. Garrick or 
a Handel, would be swallowed up with grief to see 
tmlmortal spirits wholly engrossed with the things of 
time, and insensible to the concerns of an i^proach- 
ing eternity* I believe Paul was a man of taste ; 
but idien he was at Athens, the seat of all the fine 
arts, he seems to have seen nothing that pleased 
him; he was so affected with the ignorance and 
idolatry of the people, that he could take notice of 
little else. His spirit was stirred, agitated,, filled 
with indi^uition, (the Greek word will bear this 
sense,) he was, as we say, shocked. He felt per- 
haps something of what you and I probably have 
felt, when we have seen a person not in his right 
mind, shew abilities and performances, which might 
fdease us if we could ferget the state he was in. I 
often speak of these things firom the pulpit, but I do 
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not expresdy condemn them ; only with respect to 
those who by theb profession, ought to know better. 
With regard to. others, I. express my pity th&t they 
are capable, of no higher satisfaction. This would 
lead me back to the child again, but I have said 
quite enough on the subject. Only let me add one 
thought ; suppose Christians are placed in the midst 
of those fine things to give them an . opportunity of 
practising self-denial, and of shewing to othen^ how 
well they can do without them." 

From the same, . » 

" Oct. 9, 1786. — The miscarriages of others which 
you observe, have their proper effect upon you, if 
they make you almost tremble for yourself. Happ^y 
is the man who feareth always. Our hearts are no 
better than theirs ; our spiritual enemies no les& 
subtle^ vigilant and powerful ; and eveiy situation 
and every temper has its snares and temptations. 
.However, while you tremble, you may also rejoice. 
If a person at the end of a long journey, shouTd 
read in the next paper of many who were robbed, 
.maimed, or murdered upon the same road while he 
, was .passing it, he would have reason to be doubly 
thanl^ul to that good providence that watched over 
him. Be not discouraged. May the Lord maintain 
in us a sense of our weakness and a spirit dependent 
on him.' Then we shall be safe. His people are 
kept near him, not by a dry assent to the doctrine* 
of perseverance; but by putting his fear into their 
hearts, making them sensible of their exposednesai 
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to fidb, and of the dreadfiil oonaequenoeft o€£dliiig. 
This excites dicumspectioii, end quickens tbab 
pnyers to him to hold them up, that they may be 
safe. If you select fn»i the gmap of profinsen 
whom you know, such as appear to be habitually of 
a broken and contrite spirit, Ittde in their own eyei, 
and suspidous of themselves, your good hope of 
them will seldom be disappointed. — I hare attended 
you to York Minster, a noUe structure indeed. It 
was built in the days of superstition, yet methinki 
it.indicated something of a spirit of devotion in those 
days. I do not tlunk the spirit of the present 
enlightened age would raise such an edifice to the 
worship of Grod, but they spare no ezp^ice ia mul^- 
tiplying temples to the service of pleasure and 
dissipation, which in my judgment does not prove 
that such Protestants have a more elevated und^u 
standing than our Popish ancestors. My fiuugr has 
likewise, through the glass of your description, taken 
41 peep at Eirkstall Abbey ; which also is the best 
medium I have had of enjoying the proqpects near 
Keswick: and it was sufBcient to delight me. While 
my imagination hovered over these rural scries, 
and compared them with York and SrkstaU, I was 
reminded of a line of Mr. CowperV: ^ God made 
the country, and man made the town." Oh ! how 
different are his works to the puny works of mortals. 
What then must be that city, whose builder and 
maker is God; and which he has built purposely 
to display the riches of his wisdom, power, glory 
and goodness, so as to fill and surpass the utmost 
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capadt J of hk most intelBgeiit creatures. I atn 
aftaid however that the hills and the vallies of Cum- 
beriiand are dark places, mhabited by men and 
women who are little more affected by the wonderful 
work&of Grod, constantly before their eyes, than 
the cattle who graze upon the spot. This thought 
damped the pleasure of my journey ; but I was 
^»i to find a Mrs. A — , among them ; and hope 
thefre may be more likeminded amongst them, though 
unknown to me and you. The Lord has his hidden 
ones, scattered up and down ; and I am not without 
a hope, that if they could be collected together, 
they might equal and perhaps outnumber those who 
make a public and honourable profession of his 

iTUtJl.'" 

From the same. 
<«Feb. 16, 1788. — I apprehend that afflictions 
liife the common lot of mortals ; and believers are 
not to look for exemption: that we are bom to 
tixmfote as the sparks fly upwards ; yet none of them 
spring out of the dust, or happen to us at random. 
But there is a needs-be when we are in heaviness. 
The season, measure, and continuance of each is 
accurately adjusted by Infinite Wisdom ; and all of 
diem work together for good to them that love 
God : like the various parts of the movements of a 
watch, which taken singly may seem useless, but 
iH6en put each in its proper place, so belong to the 
whole that not one is superfluous, nor con one be 
^ared. Or like the arch of a bridge, which depends' 
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upon every stone, though no one stone of itself 
supports it. I think we may find sin enough in 
ourselves, to warrant us to consider every affliction 
as a chastisement or medicine; though this un- 
doubtedly is not the immediate cause of all our 
afflictions. A storm overtook both Jonah and Paul : 
the one was out of his duty, the other in it. To 
Jonah the storm was an awful correction ; to Paul, 
it procured an occasion of comfort and honour. 
When they who walk humbly and uprightly with 
God, meet with many troubles, they are sent I sup- 
pose, to exercise and manifest their graces, and shew 
the power and faithftdness of God in supporting 
and relieving them ; and to enlarge their experi- 
mental knowledge of his goodness. At the same 
time, they are designed to humble, and prove, and 
refine them; for the best have much remaining 
dross. 

" My niece is well, and will do as well in the music 
way as I wish her. If I could make her an exquisite 
performer by a word speaking, I would not speak 
that word ; for it is an ensnaring accomplishment. 
We join in hearty love to you and Mr. D. The 
Lord bless you both. Amen. This is a chequered 
life, and the changes are mercifully accommodated to 
our circumstances. Continual comfort and prospe- 
rity would be unsafe for us. Continual affliction 
would be hard upon us. Therefore our gracious 
Lord appoints us changes. Comforts and trials are 
interwoven in our dispensations ; and so closely, that 
there is hardly an hour passes on, in which we have. 
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not many causes for thankfulness, and some exercise 
for faith and patience. I am pleased with a passage 
in Bishop Cowper, in which he compares the life of a 
believer to a piece of mixed cloth; the threads of 
which from end to end, through the whole length of 
life, are comforts; but the woof from beginning to end 
filled up with crosses. Surely it is so, for though 
we are favoured with days and spaces in which we 
can hardly say, we have one cross from the hands of 
the Lord, we have in default of these, an unhappy 
ingenuity in contriving and making up crosses for 
ourselves. A word, a look, or the holding up a finger 
is sufficient to disconcert us in our smoothest hours, 
to spoil the relish of a thousand blessings, so that 
the sun shines upon us almost in vain. We sufier 
much from imaginary or from real evils, as much 
perhaps from apprehension of what may never hap- 
pen, as from the impression of what we truly feel. 
Thus we put loads on our own shoulders, and then 
we say, ^ Alas, how heavily am I burdened !' So 
great is the goodness and faithfrdness of the Lord, 
that we are usually enabled to stand under heavy 
trials. Such likewise is our weakness, that we are 
as frequently ready to sink under small ones. Could 
we see the hand of the Lord equally in the great 
and the small, and consider every thing we meet as 
designed to practise and forward us in the lessons 
we profess ourselves desirous of learning, we should 
be much more happy. I believe there is much at- 
tainable this way which I have not yet attained. 
We are called to die unto self, to cease from man, 
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to learn that all things here ase unoertaia and wwh 
to forgive injuries, to overcome evil wi^hgood. Ajid 
the wants of life are adjusted so as to give u^ a £99- 
quent opportunity of discovering and piioviag ^^ 
proficiency in these lessons. But we would niAer 
suppose ourselves patient, without having any fthing 
to bear : disposed to forgiveness, withwt any tbisg 
to forgive : and that we possess a spiritual mmi^ 
while at the same time, we are ^easing ourselyci 
with the hope of a sort of paradise of eartUy wj<^<- 
ments. And yet we believe that our Maater aad 
Lord was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief; the object of reproach and cont^npt; and 
that in this situation he wept over his en^oiies, nd 
prayed for his murderers. — I can only add, lore aad 
respects to Mr. D. and my prayer that the Lmd 
may bless you indeed.^ 

From the same. 

"May 14, 1788. 
" I believe I can add but little to what has be^ 
said on the subject of affliction. Those imaginary 
troubles which arise out of a disturbed imaginatian, 
in people who are nervous or low-suited, are raal 
and terrible. But I csiJl those likewise imaginny 
troubles, which pride and self-will cut out ^ us, 
and which render us insensible to the value of a 
thousand blessings and means of comfort which are 
in our power. So Haman, in possessing great fiivour, 
wealth, and power, was quite unhappy, because Mor- 
decai would not pull off his bat : and Ahab was 
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Bick of grief, not because he had lost a child or a 
kbgdom, but because Naboth refused to part with 
his vineyard. The more we feel trials of this kilid» 
the more sinfiil they are, and give the strongest 
proofs of the arrogance and ingratitude of our hearts : 
and these cfiects hxe much more to be lamented than 
tek causes. But they seldom are much thought 
of, unless they excite violent emotions of passion. 
Thus if I, wMe favoured with health, competence, 
firiteds, and many temporal good things, should lose 
due relish of them because a fellow worm has not 
spoken of me, or acted towards me according to the 
idea I have formed of my own importance, should I 
be entitled to your pity ? Might you not rather 
with great justice blame me P Would this be a pro- 
per temper for a sinner, who says he is undeserving 
of the smallest mercies P Or for a follower of Jesus, 
who was treated with contempt, and rewarded evil 
for good continually for our sakes P Indeed, the 
moat of our sorrows are sins, the fruits of an unhum- 
Ued spirit ; and we multiply them, because we are 
so apt rather to compassionate than abhor ourselves 
for being affected by them. W hen the Lord brings 
iMspensations upon us, which in their own nature are 
painftd, we cannot help feeling ; but these things do 
not happen every day; but if mere trifles are capable 
of discomposing us daily, it shews what we are, and 
what reason we have to adopt every day the publi- 
ean'^s prayer — '^ God be merciful to me a sinner." ^ 
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From the same, 

"Oct. 81, 1788. 

"My DEAE Madam, 

" Your letter found me at Olney, or rather 
at Weston, which you may remember is a mile and 
a half from Olney, and where Mr. Cowper and Mrs. 
Unwin now reside. Our head quarters were with 
those dear friends for a little more than three weeks ; 
from whence 1 made almost daily excursions amongst 
my old friends, and preached to them, as formerly, 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Mrs. Newton re-: 
mained at Weston, but Miss Catlett and I made 
one digression to Northampton and Creaton. . We 
left home the. 8th of July, and returned the I3th of 
August. It was on the whole a pleasimt and com- 
fortable tour. The Lord, who was with us in the 
way, took care of our house in our absence. We 
found all well, and Mrs. Newton'^s.' health seemed 
better for the journey ; though not without frequent 
returns of indisposition, but not violent. We are 
surroulided by goodness and mercy in every place. 
We found Mrs. Unwin well, and Mr. Cowper rather 
getting forward in his gradual manner. He is cheer- 
ful in company, but the ground of his inward dis- 
tress is not yet wholly removed. 

" Now I must take your epistle in paragraphs. If 
my letters afford you either profit or pleasure, I aim 
fully repaid ; and I would write you many more if I 
could ; but you wrong my affection, if you estimate 
what I would do, by what is actually in my power to 
perform. I have not much to add on the sulgect of 
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the ignoi^ant poor. I can easily believe your diffi-^ 
culties and obstades on this head are many and 
great ; and have no reason to doubt your willingness 
to improve any opportunities that might offer. Be 
not discouraged ; perhaps you may find an opening 
where you least expected. While we remain upon 
earth, we are in the Lord^s school, and a principal 
lesson we have to learn, is the knowledge of our- 
selves; and this can only be attained by painful 
experience. Books, sermons, and letters cannot 
teach it, nor can the observations we make on other 
people lead us far beyond the theory. To have 
some tderable ideas of the human heart in general, 
is one thing. To know our own hearts b quite 
a different thing. The deceitftilness of the heart, 
which we allow in words, enables it so to disguise, 
conceal, and cover its own motions, that the supposed 
sense we have of its deceitfulness is often the very 
thing that deceives us. We say the sea is deceit- 
M; and with reason. It sometimes looks so smooth 
and glossy, that no one who has not tried it would 
think it dangerous: but this only in a calm. A 
small breeze will ruf&e it, and in a storm it roar&and 
rages. But the heart is more deceitM than the sea. 
It will swell and rage when there seems no wind to 
put it in motion, or to awaken any suspicion. If I 
feel impatience and discontent imder the pressure of 
great troubles, I am apt to blame the tempest for 
all the commotion, and excuse my own heart which 
tells me it would behave better in circumstances 
more favourable. But when the state of affairs is 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 LIFS AND WHITINSt 

qoileplftctd; when I have no trial worth OMiitMwiiigi 
when I see myself surrounded with comforts, so tlNit 
being judge in my own cause, I am forced to coofesa 
that I have a highly fiivoured lot, and can think of 
no person on earth with whom I would wish to 
diange— -if even then, trifles light as air are suffidetit 
to discompose me; and a word, or a look^ not to my 
mind makes me for the time insensible to all my un- 
deserved merc]e8--*ihen I find my heart is deceitful 
indeed ; it can raise itself into foam and fury, with^ 
out being able to assign any tolerable cause fot the 
uproar. But still the heart must be excused, and 
will attempt to throw the blame upon the animal 
qpirits, upon the nerves, or upon any thing rath^ 
than charge it to its own pride and ingratitude. I 
wish we were better, but it is of importance to know 
(so &r as we are able to bear it) how bad we really 
are. For th^ will most prize the physician and 
most readily comply with his prescription, who are 
most sensible of the malignity of their disease. 

^< I join you in praising the Lord for his goodness. 
I understand the little stranger is to be called Jtme ; 
a name to which I am a little partial for the sake of 
some who bear it. If she is spared to you, I trust 
your best endeavours to teach her the good ways of 
the Lord will not be wanting ; and you will find 
that while a child and even an infant, she will be a 
teacher to you. You will be often reminded of that 
text, ^like as a fietthar or a mother pitieth a diild, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him.* And when you 
are forced to overrule the inclinations of the child 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF H&S. PAWSOlf. lOT 

wh0j» you lov^ afkd mah to gc^xifys wben she .cBiei, 
bocaujaa abe caimot h^ve what yon know weidd Im 
bttrtRil to hex, saad where a regaml to her health 
oonstrains you to give h&t some salutary pains; you 
wUl be led to notice the tacuB cause of many of youv 
^sanpointments and trials, ^lould you see her 
sometimes misconstrue your tenderness, and dimfc 
you unkind, notwithstanding a thousand daily {voofr 
of your love and care, because you cannot comply 
with ber wishes in every point; you will see in Im 
U» much of n^ picture, and something of your 
own. On tbe other hand, the pleasure you wiU 
find in her affection and obedience, the readinesi 
with which you wiU forgive her fiiults, when she is 
sensible of them, and how much more you are dis* 
posed to caress her than to frown upon her; these 
feelings will lead your thoughts to our heavenly 
Father, who ddights in our prosperity, does not 
willingly afflict us, nor permit us to be in heaviness 
without a nee(jLi6f9r it. Thus, while we are in the 
Lord's school, as I hinted, and desire to be taught 
by him, we may be always learning, even though 
we should not be favoured with public preaching of 
the Gospel* An attention to the Bible will enaUe 
tts to derive profitable instruction [fcom children, 
servants, friends, ^»iemies, comforts and crosses: firom 
all we see, hear, or meet with in the daily course of 
life. I think it cannot be weU with us if we do not 
set a high value upon Gospel ordinances* They 
are designed and adapted to feed and refiwsh our 
souls. Yet we may in some cireumstanees overrate 
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them. They are not so indispensably necessary, 
but that we may fed and grow and thrive without 
them; provided the want of them is not owing to our 
n^ect or indolence, or to their being providentially 
out of our reach. They may in that case be well 
supplied by a stedfast application to the word ot 
grace and the throne of grace. My firiend Mrs. G. 
has been confined to her drawing room and chamber 
these five years. For so loi^ a time, she has not 
been able to set a foot down a single stair, nor does 
she ever expect it. Yet I think a more cheered, 
lively, exemplary Christian than she, is scarcely to 
be found in London. And since it is the will of 
God to omfine her, she seems to have no more de- 
sire to go out of the door, than out of her chamber 
windo#. The Grod of ordinances is, at all times 
and in all places, near to those who love and seek 
him, and he is allsufficient to make up and make 
good whatever, they seem to want. So I found it 
duxi]% the last two or three years that I was at sea. 
I had not then so much light and knowledge as I 
have been ^favoured with since ; but I had a certain 
fervour of spirit in communion with God upon the 
vast ocean, at a distance from the public means, 
without the help of a Christian friend (yea, though 
I was engaged ignorantly in the wretched slave- 
trade) which I should be glad to feci at present 

^^ A Dutch minister at the Cape, having some ac- 
quaintance with me from my books, (most of which 
have.been translated in Holland,) enquired concern- 
ing me, and afterwards sent me a letter containing 
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fifteen or sixteen quarto pages closely written in 
I^tin, and I have an English translation of it. He 
is an extraordinary man. He dates his letter on his 
birth-day, and was then twenty-three years old. But 
he joins the fire of youth to the experience and 
judgment of old age. He wag a clever youth while 
at the University, and his reason and abilities were 
leading apace towards scepticism and infidelity. He 
received his first gracious impressions while reading 
a SoGinian book. He met with some severe trials 
aferwards, which were sanctified. He then devoted 
himself to the ministry, and in a little time was ap- 
pointed by the Dutch East India Company to be 
a minister at the Cape of Good Hope. He has sent 
me the whole history of his conversion and ex- 
pmence, of which I send you a. short extract : 

^^ ^ It was not long before I was taught a more 
intimate acquaintance of my depravity and utter 
inability, while at the same view, my eyes beheld a 
Saviour increasingly precious, accommodating him- 
self to my every want, the overflowing fountain and 
giver of all spiritual assistance and blessing. God 
appeared more and more worthy of supreme adora- 
tion ; the God to whom, as the grand cause of all, 
all things must have a determinate tendency. Thus 
the Almighty increased in me an ardent desire for 
a consciousness of my dependence and of my corrupt 
nature ; that in every instance, in all my concerns, 
whether greater or smaller, temporal or spiritual, I 
may ever repair to Jesus Christ, in whom dwelleth 
ail the fulness of the godhead bodily ; that I may 
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abicfe in Christ, withimt whom 1 can do notfting, 
and by whom I can do aH things ; that I may ncr 
longer seek my own private good and oonfint, but 
prefer the glory of my Grod and Savionr taall other 
eonsiderations ; that my enquiry henceforw»d ma^' 
be, toot what do I deservey but what doth Gfod^a 
^017 demand F What doth the dying love of CfariaT 
require at my handisP'^ 

. "Such is the spirit of my Dutch friend, aceompar^ 
nied with the strongest expreseions of humiliation, 
self^tbasement, and unworthiness. He adds, that 
though his^ family was reduced to poverty before he 
left HolliEind, he has enough at the Cape £bT himself 
and to- impart to others ; and that he has marri^ 
an amiable and suitable wife. My best wishes at» 
tend you and Mr^ D. with Miss Jane. 
<a am 
** Your sincere and affectionate friend and servant, 

" Jno. Newton.** 

During the period of this correspondence, dhe 
was variously occu{aed with the duties and pleasore^ 
of the sphere in which providence had called her to 
move. The poor who surrounded her found in her 
a generous- fiiend, and her great aim was to be use* 
ftd to* aS with whom she was connected. Favoured 
with many temporal blessings, she wiis called also to- 
partake of trials^ in common with those who forsake 
the jrieasures of the world, and seek their highest 
eiQoyments in preparation for a state of unmingled 
joy^ The removal of Mr; Burder, to whose minis* 
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toy sbo had become warmty attached, was a source 
of unfeigned regret t& her mind. She mourned his 
departure in proportion as he had been the instru- 
ment of omYoying nourishment to her soul ; and 
most al^ticmate were the petitions she present 
for his enlittged usefulness in the church of Christ. 
How gvad^usly those petitjons were answered, will be 
testiied in that.great day when many shaH come from 
the distant nations of tho earth and glorify God for 
the labours of the London Missionary Sode^ ; an 
institution which from its infancy enjoyed the pecur 
Har regard of her pastor and friend. — It waa her 
happiness in all ciroumstances to realize the presenca 
of God. After a journey she took with her hu». 
band into Yorkshire, after some reflections on the 
comfort she had enjoyed in the society of the pec^k 
of GFod, she makes the following remarks : 

** April, 1786. — How like unto a journey k 
human life. Sometimes the prospects are pleasing; 
at other times the roads are rough, and one grows 
weary ; som^imes society is delightful : but it must 
be kft, and new scenes engross our attention. Thus 
it is in travelling through this world. Oh I to be 
pv^ared for that solemn hour, when we must leave 
all that is pleasing and delightful, as well as all our 
trials, and go into an unknown, untried state. How 
desirable to realize these truths, by keeping ibem 
constantly in mind, and by preparing daily fur a 
Messed departure into the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ."* 
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About this time she received the following ani- 
mating epistle from her revered friend Mr. Newton: 

^^ In this life the best will always be deficient ; but 
a measure of the submission to the will of Grod you 
speak of, would, I believe, be more frequent, if it 
were more sought. Many seem scarcely to aim at 
it. They can tell of his wisdom and goodness, while 
he pleases them ; but if he crosses their wishes, in 
one instance, they overlook all the rest and think 
themselves ill used. I endeavour to represent it to 
myself and others, that a murmuring, complaining 
spirit in those who know, the Lord, is greater wick- 
edness, than the outward abominations of those who 
know him not. These sin ignorantly compared 
with the others, who allow themselves in wilful 
rebellion. I know the flesh will feel, and I know 
the corrupt nature will work ; but if I mean what 
I say when I confess myself a sinner, I confess that 
every thing short of heU is an undeserved mercy. 
Besides, it is the very balm of life to admire the 
Lord'^s condescension in managing for us ; and if 
all our concerns are in the hands of Infinite Wisdom 
and Covenant Love, how could they be better con- 
ducted ? Yet it is fit that we should know, that 
these truths which we profess to believe, are as they 
lie in the book, like candles in a box : they will not 
dispel our darkness, though we know then)> till 
they are lighted up. A constant dependence on the. 
Holy Spirit is necessary to profit by them. And 
I believe they who desire to walk humbly with God 
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aad call ufaa him in the day of tvoubld, mil find 
hk pnuftke fulfUled^ ef grace to Mp in time of need. . 
But if we indeed wish for r^signatbn to his wiD, we 
ntiM be content to learn it^as oiheis hare done,- in 
the sdkooL of the cross, radier than by finding ail 

thuqgo go on to our mind «....I am a friend to 

philanthrophy and benevolence; I could wish to 
peiferm erery kind and benevolent office in my 
power ; but I cannot see the necessity or expedience 
of forming inAimaeies with those wha are not reli- 
^OUB. I hnow net, but your deeent respeetablo 
people, who are woddly, are the most dangerous and) 
eaaiiariiig company bdievers can have. If they were 
shmt up widk unbelievers and infidds, diey wo«dd 
be shocked and disgusted^ and- therefore upon then* 
guwrdl: but the converse of die others is insinuating. 
We are influenced' by the leaven of their spirit he* 
fore we are aware ; we should be cautious' oi letting 
the worldr suppose, that notwithstanding the fine 
things we say of the Grospel and communion wi«h 
&od, we cannot do without coming down' upon their 
goound, and begging their help to fill up our ttme^ 
Shall we say to them, like the foolidi viigms, ^ give 
us of your oil^ fix our lamps are gone out?'* The 
Lordfi»bidl... 

^^ I could fill my paper about Miss More, but shall 
only say that her grace, humility, and zeal are afei 
much above the common standard, as her genius 
and elegance. Few ministers equal her in diligence, 
or exceed her in usefulness. She has instituted sb 
many schools of industry which she visits in rota- 
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tion, that she has more than a thousand children 
under her instruction and inspection. She has dit- 
fiised industry and good order through a large part 
of the county of Somerset, amongst a people who 
were ignorant, idle, wretched, and pro£yigate to the 
extreme. Her youngest sister, Miss Martha, is her , 
auxiliary and aid-de-camp. They are both very 
delicate in constitution, often ill, but seldom so both 
together. Yet they traverse the mount»ns in all 
directions ; their diocese taking in a space of at least 
twenty miles in diameter. They are protected by 
their character and their sex, in doing what I am 
persuaded no man would be suffered long with im- 
punity to attempt. They are public blessings, and 
the Lord greatly prospers them. 

** My love and blessing to my young friends J. and 
S. — May the Lord bless them, and bless your en- 
deavours to bring them up for him. Depend upon 
him for strength and wisdom suited to your day, 

and you shall not be disappointed 

** If it be right with us at the end, it must be right 
with us by the way. We need fear nothing but 
wilful sin and disobedience. There is not one of. 
the many natural evils, with which sin has filled the 
world, from which the most devoted and excellent 
believers are exempted by promise ; because none 
of these things can eventually hurt them. They 
are appointed like soldiers in an army, to different 
parts and services. Some perhaps suffer more than 
9thers ; but none can suffer too much for him, who 
sweat great drops of blood and died upon the cross 
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for them. I' rejoice in the goodness of God to you, 
and pray the Lord to bless the little boy and all 
your duldren. May they all be numbered with the 

lambs of the great Shepherd 

^^ I thank you for taking the trouble of transcrib- 
ing the sermon for me. It is sensible and ingenious. 
I remember the time when it would have pleased me 
better than at present. I am an old sinner ; and 
writings to suit my taste must have more of what 
the brethren call, the sinner-like spirit : and a more 
distinct and explicit reference to the Saviour of sin- 
ners, than I can find in Mr. — ^"s. He thinks the 
season of inexperience and passion may have passed 
with innocence. I believe that we all go astray 
from the womb ; that foolishness is bound up in the 
heart of a child. A sermon in which eVery part has 
not a tendency to prove and illustrate our ruined 
state by sin, and the character and grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of him who died to wash us from 
our sins in his own blood, may be pretty; but to me^ 
it is no more than a pretty declamation, and I can- 
not feed upon it. I may admire the handsome fur- 
niture and finishing of a telescope ; but if the glasses 
are wanting, it will not help my sight. — I hope to 
live my appointed time with patience and thankful- 
ness, but I would not wish to live always ; chiefly 
for two reasons : first, I am almost weary of inward 
warfare, and I long for peace. The Lord has given 
me to will, but how to perform that which is good, 
I find not. My best services are defective and pol- 
luted ; my sins of omission, (in defiance of my better 
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judgioaiUi) are uuuw^fthl^ $ vi]« and eyil t iioijg h ia 
<^wt}9uiJly ame ftoni my hearty like amob^ fWiia 
a AmuM^* TbJA ia my gnef ; and fin; a sea90ii 
I muBt bear it, but I 9m glad I muat 90I b«ar it, 
alwaya. S^coodlyf I tnuat my Iwaiit ia d«Yoteil to 
JfwMf tbcmgh unseen.; but were I t^ live always 
here) I stK^uld oever scie him. The ireila <tf flesh 
m^ wbelief h^e him from my sight. Weie ik 
«^ft |bf tb^ fiiintaxid tiaosientgliwceg I.catcKofhjm 
hy Ui« S^t^ii?» I CQiild opt hje Qom&rtably hexfs 
feY a mf^dgj i for ab^dact^ from him»I caosee 
9Alhiig that is worth looking at. But who.that.b«i 
%e!ealum.l9 fJMi^canhelpIoneugtoseehimaahia 
\^? Tastefpf the water of life by the way aseB^eac* 
aa»t,i \mti I wauld not liv^ ahrays, beeause I dwH 
mfe^ be salisfiM) tm I am admitted to drink &U 
dsuv^tp of blips at the fountainJiead^ Th/^n { 
shall ih^pt ^o more. I hope my i^aaona for not 
ii[ip}^ieig to live.i^ways, accord with, yours; w^e it 
not fi^r tbese> I might bo well cooitent to live hisre 
Qf thii^. c.onM(iv«d afl th^ ar^,) for a thonsavid 
]Kmk 7or though it ia bu( a poor worU^ I think 
I havQ the very best <^ it. For through the Lprd^a 
fovovtr*. I enjoy pei^fi^ healths a cc^petcait provjr 
sion, many frieuda« ability, comfort, aocqitancfi, aud 
I trust some usefuln^ys as a minister. The lin^ 
aie fatten to me in pleasant; places upon earth ; ,but 
earth ia not heaven. The removal of my diic^ 
earthly comfort, which I mias little less senaibly than 
I did dbte first week, dpos indeed cast a damp and a 
shade upon the glow of the work^ so that no viaibkr 
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oi^eot appean to me quite as it did iHhen 8b« wm 
with flie ; yet I gkovld be «diakBed to uy, ohkiiy 
te hbr cttke, I woidd not hve idwap. Tfav Lordta 
aU^rafficient MidgnwiMS) «iid heenableB me to go on 
oMttfortebfy wttboiit ker. Tke best of craatnfM tM 
but « tsptM ; amw is extingilnifatd >Bnt tapon 
ive not MooaBiBrjr^ when dayl^t is affiMrdsd. I bkn 
die Lord, I ain not left IB the dsric ; but I lolig t6 
ne Hbe «SW9l ahiiung in his fidl siirength, in aB his 
ffaryy ted all bis love; and tbfefrefim I wewld not 
li^e thrrnya. It is AnribtleBs not a sbmU, thongfa a 
aubordkiate chedc to the desfare of Uvkig always 
here, that when I go hence, I hopeto see her again; 
to meet her to pari no more ; and that we shall 
stand together beftore his throne, with one heart and 
mind, to love and praise and wonder for ever. Let 
us pray for eadi other, my dear friend, diat the 
nearer we approach to the end of our journey, the 
mote powerfully we may feel the attractive force of 
the heavenly Magnet. J<^n xii. 8^ Nediing but 
oeKiAWOoatieKB and influences from ham can rap- 
port and cheer us fai the hour cf treuble, of in the 
N^ay of death ; nor indeed allow us to enjcy prosper^ 
% with a troe reKsh. May shadows nefver dvaw eff 
iMir attention from substance. What ate mere de- 
scriptive, moral paintings, when compared with the 
word of spirit and 1^ ? Place before a hun|^ 
man, a beautiful china dish, but empty ; and a 
wooden letter, filled with good food ; you will soon 
see to which his^appetite gives the preference. I 
would rather hear an iHiterate preacher with all his 
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Uunders, if he deliver from a warm heart, the plain 
truths of the Gospel, than the most elaborate preach- 
er, whose manner is more engaging than his subject. 
^^ I believe my last was written before we went to 
Cambridge. There we saw many good ministers' 
and people. I tried to preach some good sermons ; 
and, as I hope, I spoke the truth in love, so far at 
least the sermons were good, though mine. We had 
a pleasant tour of five weeks, and found all well on 
our return home. Thrdtigh the Lord'^s goodness it 
is, that bur households are preserved in health and 
peace. May his blessing be with you, whether 
abroad or at home. 

^^ I am always 
^^ Your affectionate and obliged, 

" Jno. Newton." 

From the same, 

"Oct. 85,1794. 
^It is easy to talk of contentment, when we are\ 
veil clothed, well fed, with money m our pockets, and J 
(kind friends about us. I am often ashamed to tell 
my poor afflicted people, they ought to be contented. 
It is indeed a truth, but it seems to sound awkward- 
ly out of my mouth, when I speak to them; I am 
afraid they will reply, we could say as you do, if 
your soul were in our souls' stead. And yet, poor 
and afflicted as they are, I can see many of them 
are really content, perhaps more so than myself. I 
perhaps am fittest for a teacher, but I think they 
have learnt most. ... I know no cure for the ingrati- 
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tude you speak of in this life. But death, which 
will free us from all sin and sorrow, will be the death 
of this evil likewise. Looking to the cross, is the 
best palliative remedy I am acquainted with. I send 
you a hymn upon the subject I preached on at Nor- 
thamptoi}. 

CONTENTMENT. 

Fierce peidont diaeompose the mind, 

As tempests vex the sea; 
But calm content and peace we find, 

When, Lord, we come to thee. 

In vain by reason and by rule. 

We try to bend the will ; 
¥m none but in the Saviour's school. 

Can learn the heavenly skill. 

Since at his feet my soul has sat. 

His gracious words to hear ; 
Contented wid^ my present state, 

I cast on hini my care. 

*^ Art thou sinner, soul ?*' he said ; 

** Then how canst thou complain ? 
How light thy trouble here, if weigh'd 

With everlasting pain. 

If thou of murmuring wouldst be cur'd. 

Compare thy griefs with mine | 
Think what my love to thee endured, 

And thou wilt not repine. 
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Tu I ai^oint €ky dally iot, 
Aad i ib dl cUngi w«ll I 

Awl rise with meio darcO. 

In life my gnee shall Btrength sapply, 
ProportionM to thy day; 

At death thoa still shalt find me nigh,. 
Tu.wipe thy t«9n away.** 

Thus I, wha«nae my wratobid dafs 

In vain repinliigi epent, 
Taught io wy 8aviaur*s aohool of grnee. 

Have leaant ftp be eanteot. 



In this ChrLstiaii gcafie, Bone eY«r shone mofe 
conspicuously Ami the maibftct of this memoir. Like 
Mary she sat at her fiavieur^s feet, widring patiently 
for every mercy, and deeming no care too trivial to 
cast upon him, who notices the falUDg sparrow. 
Occupation attendant on an increasing family did 
not allow her so much leisure for writing, but she 
still found frequent opportunities of recording the 
goodness of God towards h«r in the vicissitudes of 
life. The cheeacfiiil Ught in whid she always endea- 
voured to view every relative duty called fcrth a con- 
tinual regard for, and gratitude to a superintending 
providence. On one occasion she thus writes : 

" I cannot pass ovpr the mm^ev^^ of my birth, 
without acknowledgijp^ th^ gopdoeas s£ God for the 
special mercies of this year : above all for that in- 
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crease of muturf aftcdieii between ray dear Mt. D. 
and myself, wUeh I wine as l3ie greatest earAty 
blessing a gracious God can bestow. I hope we are 
walking beavenward amid theefaoicest pleasures tmfl 
trkds that are Uended in our lot. I bavelately read 
Mr. Flavel^s ^ Saint indeed,^ which by the blessong 
of Crod, I found useful to me, being mixed with 
eaomest prayer. Also some of Mr. Romaine^ <Walk 
of Faith.* He describes die Christian as bearing 
the CDOss hk n manner worthy of imitation. My 
reading now, is not for entertainment, but improve- 
ment. May a gradous Ood sanctify every provi- 
dence, every experience, md every method of in- 
struction, that I may, though Sunt, pursue, looJdng 
out of mpdf to Jesus, who is able to prevaH over 
every enemy. ^ l%e Lord is a God of knowledge, and 
by bim actions are weighed,* are words not'inapplie- 
aUe to me. Ob ibat every appearence of providence 
may lead me to a more simple trust upon it, for 
every comfort and event of 6fe, beSeving that there 
is a wise dispensation in every thing that befidledi 
me. I have been reading a pah of Dr. Guyses^ 
< Paraphrase of the Evangelists.* Surely if we Uved 
more in the contemplation of this amazing history 
we should feel more divested of a thousand trifling 
cares, which too often render us unfit for the service 
of God. Indeed I doubt not, but he who knoweth 
our frame and every feeling, will order every thing 

suitable forme 

" I would record the goodness of God in preserv- 
ing or restoring to health during the past year. We 
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have devoted our dear infant to the Lord in bap- 
tism. May the Lord accept the offering, and enable 
us to train up our dear children for him. With 
tears of joyful gratitude do I commit them to thee. 
Oh accept the gift, and order them by thy infinite 
wisdom and mercy. 

*^ Feb. 13. This being the anniversary of a day 
never to be forgotten by me, that on which my dear 
and honoured father committed his departing spirit 
into the hands of his dear Redeemer, I devote a 
moment to the recollection of that solemn, yet pleas- 
ing event; remembering with much v pleasure the 
lively &ith which made his last moments so joyM 
and happy. With what raptures, did he dwell upon 
the name of Jesus his Grod and Saviour! How 
earnestly did he recommend to his family to keep 
close to Him ; and also to two ministers, who have 
both; dnce follo[wed him to glory. Mr. Romaine, 
who died in that faith which he had so many years 
preached to others, in that faith which my dear 
father intreated him to continue to preach. What 
a joyful meeting will those saints have in glory. 
His last words to me were ; * the Lord be with you," 
and I trust this short petition has hitherto been 
answered. 

^^ I have to be thankftd that Mr. D. has frequent- 
ly been able to attend public worship. I had also 
the pleasure of hearing yesterday from my dear 
mother, who is now in her seventieth year. I have 
been reading the Ufe of Mr. Philip Henry, a book 
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which I have prayed, iqoiced and wept over. What 
an instance of the blessing God puts upon those 
who honour him in their families by a diligent teachr 
ing of them the Holy Scriptures. I comfort myself 
with these reflections ; the same Lord is over all, 
and is rich in mercy to all who call upon him. There 
is the same strengUi in Jesus Christ for the meanest 
believer. May I at humble distance tread in the 
same steps of this great and good man. Some time 
aAier the settlement of his family, he says, ^ and now 
we are alone again, as we were at our beginning. 
We are now left as we were, one and one and yet 
but one.^ Never were the pains of an ezcelleAt 
father more rewarded by Crod^s goodness, than Mr. 
Heniy^s in his son ; and Us writings were indeed 
treasure to the world and to the church. His life 
my favourite book next the Bible.^ 

Ever anxious to promote the welfare of the young, 
though a modest diffidence withheld her from ap- 
pearing in public, she would often suggest plans to 
others in whom she perceived a talent for usefulness, 
and amongst the number of her corrc^spondents, she 
particularly valued the instructive pen of her esteem- 
ed, friend Lindley Murray, whose literary qualifica- 
tions have rendered him so eminently usefrd throughr 
out the world. The following epistle in answer, to 
some of her remarks is here inserted. 

" The letter which I lately received from the 
respectable person whom I am now addressing, de- 
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iMnds mj<mdud adai€PirMgiii€»to. The appi»lMi* 
tincxfisyimtingsin theEnglighlaiiguageawi «f 
ny^N^^lMmiir to piOHioCe j^ety t&d vinoe in the 
Biadi of tbe rimng genemtion, expreesed by a per^ 
gte whose letter demonstrateft her to be it cM&petefii 
jodge (^ both, oofdd not fidl to idBatd me a merf 
Imly Mtifllhotioii. The hope that siyUbonrswotiM 
be afpni?ed by mieh rntods, was one gieat giamihtt 
to their exertkm ; andtiow^^fmstitiitesnoaconsider- 
aHe part of the reward. I hare eoAadeved tiie 
etdgeet tfaat has been to flatteringly proposed to me;, 
trithdeferenoe4Hid«ttentk)ii; bi:^ though I camot 
venture to say, that I nmtt whdtty decline it, I may 
observe, that I «n at present engaged is piepating 
materials to several new works, which wiib the al- 
most constant revisal and correctien <^ fomar pub- 
lications, will, for a long time, put it out ^ my 
power to publish a collection of letters in the French 
huBgu^ge. I think that sodi a work would be very 
useful; 4ind the mere so, .aa pubikatwna of thit 
nature, too often abound eitber wiA vwry fimdous 
or v«ry penucious matter. I am indined to tUadr, 
that ^ Instructions fiir reading tint Fresdi language 
with propriety and elegance,^ wocdd not be my 
materially di&rent from diooe which are givoi to 
aanst the leamw to read English with accuxMy* 
The general principles and cfirections itppear to ap- 
ply equally to bodi languages. In place of pro- 
nunciation and accentuation, they are indeed very 
different In the < Lecteux Francois^ I have eopious- 
ly accented the vowds, agreeably to the beat rule 
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the 1mA Qditioii of the French Ac«demy'i» Dielioiiaiy : 
and tto wjtt vevf much »Migt theleittnqr » itriiniag 
«A Mcwrale prommdatioa. The rules ol aeeeptaq[ 
wd piQonounfiuig this knguag^ aoe ao pesplexed; ^ 
full of exQq[>4i(Mi0, aod so wbkraiy, that (wkera 
li¥i«g «UQ»ples are waaDed) I bdieve they will, be 
beat i^e^wred by attention to- the moat iq^preml 
gppfWWTi^ and to the Fr»u:h Acadony'a Dictiaoairf » 
I asDOk at pvesaatt eag^ed in fimaiag aa additional 
obaptm of p»BMa«M0U3 csxeceifieB to^ the fiftfepaetef 
tbf^yf^ume of £iiv^ifib Exprdsas. Siwb a chaptev 
lyBfimedito he na€e««a]^ to>cos»plete the plan of tite 
woiil^ The «e!w edition, (the ae^caubhO. witt be 
piJAt^in^ about, two n»mth«^andl.partieiilaiily wieh 
i4 imgr v^»^ the apiNrobation^ of tha|ieraeii to^whom 
I write;;. iH¥l who hm peeuliady gcatiSed ma by beat 
oUigii^ e^pvesaioQ^ o£ her satisfiM^tion ia the woric, 
^^ I am, with great respect^ 
^^ Hi€9: sin^eve and. obliged fidend, 

^:lii^bew Wk tbo habit of ymarobering, two 
a»mirarfiiwieiEi> always noting them witb pecoliar inr 
^e«t^;: those of her l»rth and mexriager. Tha; 
ac^n^aa n^ewemtoaof the: time she* had alseadx 
rm^rr o)^, aa an e^c^ent author, observes,, ^^thct; 
atwdf Ukorpjcramida in the great plains of. time^ ler 
]|QiDte»yet« still di^dUnst^^ and 9bf(w v^hpw far wa hare 
iiaper<!ppliblyipnr»eyt^'' Thougbjoaturally gnwr^ 
sho^ wa«(: anji9n(;tiired wltb^ g^nvi; and noi apssehanr 
sipn entered her mind of, the: approaching e^en^ 
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ithidk wa» to introduce} as it wete, a new period in 
the term at her esrthty career. We ha^e broa^ 
Ais memoir down to the year 1804) ; a time when 
it pleased Grod to prove hhnself to her in a inore 
especial manner a strength and refuge in the day of 
trouble. She remarks in the beginning of that year ; 
** let me not be discouraged, but rather encouraged 
that the Lord will continue his goodness to me and 
mine. This day twenty-six years ago, was the kst 
sacramental opportunity that my dear father enjoyed 
on earth ; very dear is his memory to me at this 
distance of time. I earnestly entreated that his God 
might continue to be my God, and the Gk)d of my 
husband, and dear children who are now ftst growing 
iip ; that he would particularly grant us wisdom to 
order every concern respecting them, particularly as 
to theb education, which now calls for our immediate 
attention.^ 

While thus earnest with God for her family, she 
did not forget that he is an unchangeable God and 
does what he will with his own. She had resigned 
all her concerns to him and the favours she had re- 
ceived from his hand, were to be valued by a hum- 
ble and holy resignation to his will. And here we 
remark, if afflictions, for a season, overwhelm the 
fairest Christian, yet religion is the only true source 
of peace and joy to the mind. Will the promises of 
God fail ? No — ^he has assured his people (Isaiah 
(liv. X ) ^^ the mountains may depart and the hills be 
removed, but my kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be re- 
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moved, saith the Lord, that hath mercy upon thee."" 
If they have to pass through much tribulation, and 
though clouds and darkness be about them, they 
shall come out of the furnace as gold, well purified, 
giving glory to God and magnifying him as their 
Redeemer and Guide, as one who is engaged to 
plead their cause; and while they believe that 
through tribulation they must enter the kingdom, 
they are persuaded that the prospect of that king- 
dom can teansfer pleasure even through the most 
pakiful steps of their journey. The continuation of 
her dairy is not dated till June Sd, 1804. 

^< Alas ! where and what am I ? what a change has 
taken place in my house, since the last memoran- 
dum I made I I am alone ; a desolate widow : how 
unexpected ! Oh Lord, thou hast done it, and what 
shall I say P I know I ought to be dumb, and not 
open my mouth. But how can I refrain ? A slight 
^air, and such as had frequently yielded to easy 
mwagement, has been permitted to take another 
turn, and to deprive me of my very dear husband. 
Mr. D. had been troubled in the beginning of April 
with a swelling and inflammation in his eye, which,' 
though troublesome, yielded to medical care ; and on 
Monday the 23rd, he rode out on horseback ; but it 
was for the last time. On Thursday the 26th, he 
was attacked with a shivering fit attended with pain 
in his back and side for the two following days. On 
Saturday, he came down stairs, ate some dinner, but' 
was again attacked with sickness, oii Monday even- 
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ing^ hiA face w«b foflienfted, but the ikeadfiil eiy«i* 
pdUB nade htge advances to that state, which soon 
temiiiated his existence. I gave vent ta my aenrov 
aeoaidbig to my own. feelings, which no one eould 
hear but God — he by whom every groan is heard, 
and every tear is noticed. My dear deeeased, thou^ 
he had lived a retired life, was ieq«eted by many 
peiSMis, who on account of diffenoice ilk rehgieus 
ofMwans,and afflictions, had not^been very iirtimate; 
Peraans whMe anuable charaetexs (and one whose 
inrlinalisn to religion had been much straogthenedi 
by some religious books I had lent her) particulady 
endeared them to me in this hour of trial, were with 
mr all the time,, and every thing was ordered aocofd- 
hag t» my wishes. On the Sabbath of May SOdi, ar 
'wesy appn^riate secmon was preached by Uie Bev.^ 
Mr. Chairier ficom 1 Cor.iL 9; < Eye hath not seen, nor 
cant heancUneillter have entered into the h^art ofi man,, 
iJie things whidi God hath prepared for then diati 
love him*^ This passage I recollect to ha^e been: 
expatiated upon by my dear deceased friend ia » 
manner which gave me peculiav ideaauie,.8ndseemed^ 
calculated to- gild the humiliation of the tomb. In 
this: discQuxse^ Mr. C. says, our departed San&ad wm^ 
a firm believenin that Gospel which mantfests the 
hxve of God to fallen man, and teaches upon what 
principles man am love God. When he> spoke of 
dte great and important subjects of religion, it was 
dways the language of one who loved and venerated 
die sacred Scriptures, and had made them his com- 
panion and the subject, of Im daily prayers. I am 
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persuaded he often experienced what the Psalmist 
wrote (Psalm 119, 49, 50, 92,) and his hopes of par- 
don and salvation were built upon him, who is able to 
save to the uttermost all who come unto God by him. 
** It is best not to dwell upon things which might 
only distress me. If no event happen without the 
especial permission of God, surely such an one as 
this could not. That he had an anticipation of this 
event, seems evident from the passages in his marked 
Bible. 2 Chron. xxxv. 23, 24. Below which is 
written, *say ye unto the righteous, ^t shall be well 
with him.* As to myself, I have reason to be thank- 
ful that I have been so much supported as I have 
been. My dear relatives have all sent me testimo- 
nies of their sympathy, with expressions of their best 
wishes to serve me. I have nothing to rely upon 
now but the simple promise of God's word, which 
aMures his sorrowing people, that he will be a hus^ 
band to the widow, and a father to the fatherless. 
I feel sometimes in a thorny maze, not knowing 
what to do ; but, oh Lord, enable me to cast all my 
cares upon thee. Help me to believe thou carest 
for me, and then I shall not fear. Lord, thou hast 
said, leave thy fatherless children and I will preserve 
them alive ; that is, not barely keep them alive, but 
Will furnish them with such things as shall make 
their lives comfortable and happy. Oh that I may 
be directed in my daily course to use such means as 
shall contribute to their well-being. Now is the 
time to try the truth of those great and precious 
promises, which declare that God will be the bur- 
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baud of the widow vid a father of the fatherless « 
that when we paw through the fire, he will be with 
tt8, and through the floods, they shall not overflow 
us. In an especial manner am I called to aoknow* 
ledge him in all my ways : oh that he may fulfil his 
promise, and direct my paths. 

'< December SOth. I have been to the boose of 
God today> and heard an excellent sermon firom 
Psalm d 1. ^ I will sing of mercy and judgment, 
unto thee, oh Lord, will I sing i" suitable to the dose 
of a year, which has been marked with the latteti 
though not destitute of the Sonnet. Oh that I may 
really say to the God of my life^ ^ thou shalt guide 
me by thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to thy 
glory.' I know that he can compensate for the loss 
of every e^xthly relative, and that be can be i^ f«k 
tber to my dear children. I have rei^on to si^g c^ 
mercy in restoring me to health, in^vii^ m^ sup- 
port under trouble, and in directing me tQ particuliyr 
means of good by the perusal of spme ei^^ent 
writings : the Simons of that pious and amiable 
man Pr. Home, with which I have been much d&- 
%hted, and one by the excellent Pr. Bates^ on the 
great duty of resignation, in which ev?ry thipg is 
said that can be said on that interesting subject. 
May I order my aiFairs with discretion, and may 
the path of providence open to my yi€(V, and U10 
Lord be my support, my guide, and dehyeiper* And 
while my departed friend is realising all ^e blessed- 
ness of a better state, may I be led in a path which 
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shall end in complete and eyerlasting happiness; 
and in due time join his lu^py spirit, m the world 
wfhete mt and sorrow can never enter. May my 
ears hear a voice behind me saying, ^ this is the way, 
walk ye ia it ;' and let me consider the transactions 
of each day, as preparatives of that day, wh^i all 
these lower concerns shall yield to others of the hi^i- 
est «)d most important nature ; when theae pvanful 
thifigs shall be done away ; when we shaU meet the 
Lord ia the air, atid so shall we ever be with 
the Lord." 

Some time after this heavy dispensation, she be- 
came deejay interested for a person who had been 
particularly attentive to her in the time of trial, and 
who herself came into deep affliction from the anti- 
cipation of the loss of her only daughter. This 
interesting young female in the bloom of youth, was 
the last, the only remaining solace of her widowed 
mother ; and after a long and painftil illness, yielded 
to the inevitaUe stroke of deaUi. She could not 
stand a mute spectator ; but laboured widi much 
anxiety to point out to them the way of salvation by 
Christ Jesus. The endeavour was not without a 
blessing ; and the result yielded much consolation ; 
for she had reason to believe that praying breath 
was not spent in vain. Part of her correspondence 
is here inserted, with the hope that it may prove atf 
animating source of instruction to the reader. 
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« May 9, 1805. 
" My dear Mrs. B^, 

" I begin this letter on the anniversary of a 
solemn day, or rather of a night in which you so 
kindly shared my grief. I have been engaged in 
thinking on the mournful scene that took place on 
that day ; and while I have felt much from recol- 
lection, I have thought of you also, and your pre- 
sent trial ; and if it were the will of God, I could 
sincerely wish that you might be spared feeling it 
in its greatest degree of severity. May he give you 
all the comfort necessary to support your mind, 
under the fear of the affliction which you at present 
feel in a degree ; or if he see fit to permit it, may it 
be entirely sanctified for the great purpose of com- 
pletely fitting you for a glorious and happy state in 
the heavenly world. What is this poor dying 
state ? ^Tis vanity, completely so ; and as such, 
calls for oiu* attention to those invisible realities 
which should claim a large portion of our thoughts 
while we are in this world : for what are life and time 
given us ? To prepare for a never-ending eternity ! 
And shall we neglect this great concern ? Shall we 
trifle away these precious moments which are irre- 
coverably gone, when time and health are gone ? 
And how are we to prepare ? I know but of one 
way, which I thmk to be this — to take the Holy 
Scriptures as our guide in this infinite concern, and 
to pray to God to make us understand the true 
meaning. This he can do two ways : 1. by send- 
ing conviction into the mind, in answer to prayer. 
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This is often the case, where a person is desirous of 
knowing the truth ; but are not the usual methods 
of instruction those of pious ministers and Mends 
who are able to assist in this momentous point ? 
The story of Philip and the great man under Can- 
dace, Queen of Ethiopia, in the eighth chapter of 
the Acts, . is a striking example of this. He was 
reading the Scriptures when Philip said ; ^ under- 
standest thou what thou readest,^ and he answered, 
*how can I, except some one guide me?* What 
follows informs us that this person, through Philip's 
instruction, became a real believer in Jesus Christ. 
He had not this advantage in his own country, but 
being well employed in endeavouring to find out 
the meaning of the Scriptiu*es^ God sent him an in- 
structor out of the common way. Sometimes God 
Almighty himself condescends to be the instructor 
by fixing upon the mind some particular part of the 
Scripture with a force and power not to be withstood ; 
and when we are informed from the Holy Bible, 
that ^cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the law to do them ;^ 
(Gal. iii. 10.) that ^he that oiFendeth in one point is 
guilty of all C And God follows those truths with 
conviction upon the mind, so that it knows not 
where to fly for comfort, and wants a sure foundation 
to build an everlasting hope upon ; then it is pre- 
pared to receive the welcome tidings of a Saviour 
conveyed in such cheering words as these, ^ he that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life.^ * Believe in 
the I^rd Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.^ 
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* G^ so loved the world, that he g«ve his oBij*be- 
goUea Son, that whosoever b^veth in Un, shedki 
not perish, but have everlasciiig life." ^ Him diat 
Cometh to me, I will in nowise cast out." SmA 
scriptures as these, accompamed with that oanvie- 
lion I speak o(E^ bring as mudi comfort to an anx^ 
ious mind as bread to the hungry, and water to the 
thirsty, cordials to the fainting, rest to the weary : 
indeed, every thing oonveyed in the idea of joy to 
the sorrowful, in whatever way yoa can state k. 
But the sorrow must be fdt before we want the joy. 
There must be a wimnd before there can be heal- 
ing; and this I think is the great leadii^ pomt in 
real rel^on ; first to know our danger ; dien sfaaU 
we prize the means of safety. And thia knoiriie^e b 
only to be had by reading the Bible and ptsjiag to 
God. All other knowlec^e and all other books pgc 
nothing compared with this. At least dh other 
books are only to be valued as they ate grottnded 
upon this blessed book. How happy they who ISpel 
these truths influence their whole souls I They are 
ready to depart, and leave a perishing world when- 
ever it shall please God to call, whether in the 
morning of life, the nocmtide or evening.- On the 
other hand, if we are ignorant of these prime truths 
of religion, how unfit to stand before the judgmenC- 
seat of Christ ! What hope of future hapjnness eaoi 
we entertain, if not founded on scriptural grounds. 
The common language of some is, * I do not think 
I am so bad as many. I never did any wrong wil- 
fully, and God will be merciful.' But these are 
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inistoken ideas. All have mned ; aitd all must be 
saved^ not by their own goodness, be it little ot 
ifitieh, btit bj the free grace of (rod given to them. 
They hare only to ask in faith, and it shall be given 
to them ; ' to seek the Lord while he may be found ; 
afid to eall upcn him while he is near.^ Some hymns 
in Df. Watts' excellent book, I will just refer to, 
which particularly apply to these subjects : the 
hymxis «0, 111, and 115 in the first book, and 
the lOS and 104 in the second book. There 
are also matiy excellent ones on death and the re- 
surrection. When once the mind comes to tak^ 
pleasure in these things, they appear very delight- 
ftil. The third book contains hymns used at the 
sacfameut, being chiefly on the death and suffisriugs 
of Christ, aad arc all beautiful. The Psahras also 
are excellent. Indeed I believe these compositions, 
next the Bible, have been prized by religious per- 
sons. Many h^e gone to Heaven singing them 
with their last breath ; and if the words of good men 
on earth are used by the blessed inhabitants of 
another world, I doubt not but thiese sweet Hymns 
are sung by them, perhaps accompanied by the 
music of their Golden Harps, as described by our 
grand Poet Milton, in these beautiful Imes— 

' Then Ctown'd agatB, thdr goldEen harps they took, 
' Hajps ever tun'd, that glittering by their side, 
' Like quivers hung ; and with preamble sweet 
' Of eharmtng symphony, 1(hey fntroduce 
*' Tieir sacred song, and waken rapture high. 
* No voice exempt, no veice but well could join 
' Melodious part : such music is in Heav'n.*— 
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*^ And oh how desirable to have a weU-grotmdML 
hope that we shall join this happy number. How 
trifling does every earthly concern appear, when 
compared with this hope, w^d this we may possess, 
if we seek it with our whole heart. Let us then go 
to God by prayer, confessing our sins, and eamesdy 
entreating the full and free pardon of them in and 
through the mediation of Jesus the Saviour ; trust- 
ing in and pleading the all-sufficient merits of his 
holy life and his death and sufferings. This is the 
only way to obtain pardon of sin, peace of conscience, 
comfort in life, fiupport under trials, and a blessed 
hope in death, that shall out-weigh all the darkness 
of sin, and the necessary attendant of it, death and 
the grave. ^Tis this that takes away the sting of 
death, and snatches victory from the grave. 'Tis 
this that makes the weakest Christian more than 
conqueror over every difficulty, whether of life or 
death. ^Tis this that opens the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers. I write this, my dear friend, wishing 
to direct your views and encourage your hope» 
respecting what I doubt not appears to you of dour 
ble importance in a season of trial. I will send Mr. 
Hervey's letters, which, in language superior to any 
I can use, will more fully express the best of senti- 
ments; and would also recommend a sermcm of 
Mr. Romaine's, which you have, on the death of 
Mr. Jones. I sincerely pray that if it were the 
will of God, dear Miss B. might be restored to 
health. However, if the heavenly truths I have 
mentioned are /elt in her hearty whatever be the 
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detenninntidn of God Almighty, she will be happy . 
and what can we desire more? This is a poor empty 
perishing world, filled with sin and its consequences. 
To desire life that we may serve God in our day, is 
not improper; but a Christian sees so much eVil 
mixed with little good, that it often makes him long 
to be at home, to be absent from the body and pre- 
sent with the Lord ; for * eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him."* How happy are they who are already 
arrived at their Father^s house ; and with what a 
share of compassion must they look down upon us 
who are struggling here ; how will they welcome us 
on our arrival at their happy state. Above all, 
with what joy shall we be received by Jesus Christ, 
who came down from heaven, to bleed and die for 
our salvation, and who now lives to make interces- 
sion for us at the right hand of God. What a 
delightful chapter is the seventeenth of St. John^s 
Gospel, which contains Christ^s prayer for his disci- 
ples^ May you, my dear friend, be enabled to take 
the comfort that is held out in the sacred Scriptures, 
and to find it at hand on every occasion. May God 
be our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Then shall we not fear even in the darkest 
hour, knowing that the time is short, and that all 
our cares and sorrows shall be rewarded by a hea- 
venly father and never-failing friend. May we all 
be enabled to cast our cares upon the Lord, believ- 
ing that he will not forsake us till he has oarried us 
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thtoogh all the difficulties cf life and the kst trial, 
trhidi he can soften by his compassionate care over us, 
90 as to make it easy and in some cases deligfatfiil. 
With the kindest love to Miss B. and intreatii^ jon 
to parekm the length of this letter, 
^* I remain 
♦* Yonr very affectionate friend, 

«J. Dawson. 

<<My dbar Fkiend, 

<* I have sent yon the second volume of the 
Greeidand MissicMi. It is most interestmg; and 
Aongh yoo may not have time or inclination at 
present to read it regularly, some parts of H parti- 
edkarly llie deaths of some of the first converts, and 
the artless manner in which they expressed them- 
srfves when they left the present state, and also the 
wny in whkh the great change was begun, which 
ended in their conversion, will I think be accepta- 
ble to you as well as your dear daughter. The 
part I have first marked, contains a most beautffiil 
and rimple prayer ; and though the phraseology of 
these books is not quite so agreeable to one^s feelings 
as that of Mr. Hervey and other writers of our own 
country, yet as to the point of simple believing on 
the Saviour, I think these poor pec^le excel, as do 
nha their teachers in their manner of instructing 
them. Some at their hymns are beautiful. They 
seemed to be most affected by the relation of the 
sniRmigs of Christ for sinners, whidi, in connection 
with theif sense of the necessity of those sufierii^s 
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6»c thcur satvatbik m pow ^vietehed siminBi, appeam 
to be the grand lea£ng truth neeesMsjr for liieir 
ehangie of heart, and did certainly make tbon hnpff 
i» Me and death. 

'•*' Ve arm« oC Iove» oneft piaic*d wUK ii«ib, 

OutstretchM upon the wood ; 
Y9 hands, out of whose holy wounds 

Bid flow th* atoning blood ; 

HoMr gweetiy r«tt8 a wevy sbild 

When OBoe emhno'd by yoa ; 
Let uAbelief sfty what H wiU, 

'Tie yet for erer true." 

^* Mwf the same sweet and precioua truths be the 
joy of our hearts at all times and in all skuatioiiaii 
The second paper is on the death of their iSrst 
convert, and is yery beautiful ; and the last gives 
the account of their burjring their dead. If you 
have] leisure, I am mistaken if you do not read the 
whole book. May we have the same ehange wrought 
in us, produced by the work of the Spifit in convic- 
tion of sin and fiuth in a Saviour, so enunent in. 
these poor creatures. Every day teaches ua out 
weakness, which should lead us to depend entirely 
on the ail>Bufficiency cf God Almighty to enahfe us 
to do the least good action or to think a good thought. 
I have been reading the extract-book you sent home. 
There are some passages in the life of Dr. CoitoR 
Mather which I admire very much. What an ex*. 
ceUent character he was. Have you read * Flavel 
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on Providence ?' There are passages in that book 
which I can read when I can enjoy nothing besides. 
Next to having a good hope for another world, it is 
comfortable to think and believe that all things shall 
work together for good to them that love God, and 
that nothing happens without his express permission : 
that all providences shall help us on to a blessed 
state above, where we shall be satisfied when we 
awake in the likeness of Jesus ; the more difficulties 
we meet with, the sweeter will be our rest at last. 
With these thoughts do I cheer myself, when I feel 
depressed; and I hope my good friend does the same^ 
and that she will find daily and increasing strength 
given to persevere in that good way, which leads to 
peace here and glory hereafter. It is late and I 
must now retire, assuring you that 
«I am 

"Yours affectionately 

" My deae Friend, 

" The extreme wetness of the weather mak-- 
ing it uncertain when I can see you, I send ihis ta 
thank you for your kind note on Monday. I was 
really affected by the sudden death of poor Mrs. — 
If such an event might be the means of bringing 
any of her gay associates to serious reflection, it 
would be a happy circumstance. But how few look 
beyond this perishing world ! How desirable it is, 
not only to be actually ready, (as good preachers 
and writers describe it) but to be habitually ready 
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for the solemn hour. That is, to be so employed^ 
as that we shall have no objection to be found in that 
employment, if it please God to call us while so en- 
gaged. Suppose that I, who have never gone to any 
of what are generally called public entertainments, 
should by the persuasion of others be prevailed upon 
to attend any thing of this kind ; do you think I 
should feel so comfortable at the idea of sudden . 
death, or illness while so engaged, as if I were in my 
own house, attending to the regular dutied of my 
family, or going to, or returning from public wor- 
ship ? I think you will answer, certainly not. A 
Christian should rather be employed in what he 
knew to be the immediate path of duty, than in any 
thing the real good of which might be doubted. It 
is said in St. Luke, chapter 12th, ^ And ye your- 
selves like unto men which wait for their Lord, when 
he shall return from the wedding, that when he cometh 
and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.* 
Blessed are those servants whom his Lord when he 
cometh, shall find watching. — How much better to 
be in this situation, than to be like one of the fool- 
ish virgins who were slumbering and sleeping when 
the bridegroom came, and when they wanted to be 
admitted could not, because the door was shut. As 
to the gay world, they are not to be wondered at; 
for if confinement does not bring to serious thought, 
if they die at the card table, or in the theatre, they 
feel no remorse for indulging in what they call inno- 
cent pleasure. And yet I think, if they knew the 
day of their death, they would not feel quite, uncon- 
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ocned ai th« card taUe,theatre,or any other amuse- 
jBfiil. But wkea things are hid fixMH them, thqr 
aie fliifieved to go on in blindness to the end. But 
what a tranution from these amusements to the 
wofU of sj^ts. We can have no idea of it. How 
delightful will aaoth^ kind of change ; be fit)m sii^* 
nesi, and pain, and sonow, to that world of which it 
is BSid ; * Eye hath not seat, nor ear heard, iwitber 
have entered into the heart of man the things 
which Grod hath piepared for them that lore liinu* 
If we are of this joyful number, our light affliction, 
^ which is but tax a moment, worketh fin* us a far 
More exceeding and eternal weight of glory .^ I lately 
had the Uttle work, I send with this, from London ; 
I hope it will afford you some comfinrt. It is pub^ 
lished by a gentleman whose preaching my modier 
attended some years. I must conclude by wishing 
yott an increase of every blessing, and am 

" Your much obliged friend^- 

"J.Dawson.'' 

'< My dbab Mas. B— , 

" I iq^ain send you a &w lines, to assure you 
of my real sympathy with you and your dear daugh- 
ter, in your present severe trial, and to express mj 
earnest desiie that it may please Grod to sanctify it 
to you both ; and if this hsjpipy end is effected, I 
hope you will both have reason to say with David 
in the Psalms, < It is good for me to be afflicted*^ 
Thia desbahle aid b effected by afflictions letting ua 
see how vain ev^ thing is in this present world ; 
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bow uniuitahle to the nature of an isuaortal soul ; 
how little calculated to give ease to the mmi when 
labouring \mdex distrese^ especiaUy that 4kl^t^m 
caused by a fear of missiug eternal happiaew. Could 
we be possessed of the riches of the whole world, 
and yet had no well-grouiufed hope c^ the p8i»Ui» 
q£ sin, and an intetest in the sufferings and death of 
the Saviour ; what good would they do us ia the 
time pf sickness and the liour of death P AU imM 
th^n be left ; and the soul mi»t go to receive an 
everlasting reward of happiness, or be doomed lo 
endless woe. What could we do in the pvospeet of 
this decisive bouTy if the Gospel did not opm to 
our view a bope» which, if welL{pcounded» is »iiffi^ 
cient to bear us up in the most trying seasons* If I 
think I am going home to a Other's house, I ahatt 
not feel with so great a weight the troubles of lite 
way- But how, says the fearful soul, shall I know 
that I am right and safe in this aU4mportant eoi^ 
cern ? may I not make some fatal mistake^ and so 
be lo^t for ever ? This thought makes me tremUa 
The possibility of doing so, alarms all my ftais, for 
I know that I deserve nothing but the anger of Grod^ 
due for my sins. I ought not to expect any mexcyv 
did not the promises of the {urecious word of Ged 
open a prospect for the trembling soul. It assures 
me, if I can but believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
I shall be saved ; that Chri9t Jobus came mto the 
world to save sinners; and that if I desire to be 
saved by him, he wiU pardon and foigive my sias^ 
clothe me with his robe of righteousness, thai I niii^ 
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Stand before God in the day of judgment with bold- 
ness, and that I shall spend a happy eternity with 
him for ever and ever. The righteousness of Christ 
is compared to a robe, because it is to be considered 
as completely covering our guilty souls, and thereby 
securing them firom the anger of Grod due to sin. 
This is the grand leading truth of the Christian re- 
ligion. Thousands make a mistake in this point, 
and awfully deceive themselves. May God keep us 
from doing so! This truth is inculcated in the 
hymns and other writings I have lent you. May it 
please the Holy Spirit of God to make them com- 
fortable to your mind. And if he teach us, we 
shall find it better than all the teaching of men. 
The sum of the whole is this — I am a sinner and 
deserve the wrath of God for sin. But a Saviour is 
provided. May I go to him by prayer, and say ; 
blessed Jesus, save me, or I perish for ever — ^but 
thou hast promised thou wilt save the most worth- 
less creature that cometh to thee for the pardon of 
sin. Then I shall be holy and happy for ever.— ^ 
These few words spoken firom the heart, will readi 
the throne of God ; and bring pardon, peace, and 
comfort, and heaven at last. It will ensure us an 
interest in all the promises of the Gospel, for this 
life and that which is to come — ^promises of sup- 
port under every trouble, and deliverance out of it. 
There is no case, but there is a promise to suit it in 
the Bible. Most sincerely do I wish that you, my 
dear friend, may feel the comfort of those truths in 
an hour of need. I much feel the necessity of an 
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af^lication of tli^m to my own heart and as much 
do I feel my own deficiency in not more diligently 
praying to God to make them efficacious. That 
Qod Almighty may suit his comforts to your cases, 
and support you under all your afflictions, making 
all to end happily for another state, is my sincere 
wish ; and with real aifection, and a desire to serve 
you especially in these most interesting concerns, 
I remain 

" Your very sympathizing friend, 
" Sabbath Evening.'' "Jane Dawson." 

" My dear Friend, 

" t was extremely obliged by your note this 
er^iing. I am anxious every day when I do not 
see you, to know how my dear A-— goes on. And 
though I could not think of intruding upon you 
yesterday, (as you had several callers^) I scarcely 
knew how to leave the house without seeing you. 
It rejoices me that your dear child is able to con^ 
verse up(m the most interesting to^cs, without hvQ*t 
to her spirits. Believe me, my dear friends, though 
attention to the things of this world is necessary 
while we are in it, I believe we can scarcely in a 
time of health, think how trifling many of them ap- 
pear in a time of sickness. May the Lord give you 
fitttfa and patience. to hold out to the end. I am 
g)ad die was so well pleased with the extracts. She 
has set all my family to work ; and I am glad they 
should be so emjdoyed, hoping that it will have mi 
eSect upon their own minds which they will nerer 
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forget. There is nothing like these affecting scenes? 
to impress the heart ; they are as a seal to books, 
sermons, and good instructions. If it please God 
to bless them, they are powerful speakers indeed. 
May we all be prepared for this great event. A 
very little time, and how soon shall we follow ! 
Only may we fulfil the duties allotted us, and then 
how sweet the thought to lie down till the body is 
reunited to the happy spirit. But I will not tire 
you with my scrawl, but only add a few plain texts 
of Scripture which I think of most importance to 
my dear child, (for I call your dear girl mine in the 
same sense that St. Paul called Timothy his own 
son in the faith.) If I have been in the least degree 
instrumental to her spiritual good, it will be an ad- 
dition to my happiness here and hereafter. The 
texts include the most material truths of the Gospel, 
and I have added a prayer which I met with, and 
thought suitable to her case. May she find her soul 
composed, trusting in the Lord and believing in 
Christ with her whole heart, relying upon him for 
salvation ; for none are too sinAil to be saved by 
him ; if they are but sensible of their need of him, 
and desire to be saved by him, it is all the qualifica- 
tion he requires. And after he has given faithy he 
bestows every grace of his Spirit; such as love, 
meekness, patience, goodness, long- suffering, gentle- 
ness. These are the fruits of the Spirit, and are 
discernible in the life of a Christian, if life is spared ; 
and if not, after faith has done its work in this state, 
they are perfected in heaven. That this may be 
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the happiness of my dear chHd, is the wish of het 
most affectionate friend, 

"J. Dawsok. 

A Praifer. 
^* Oh most holy and merciftd God, permit a poor 
weak and helpless creature to approach thy throne. 
I am a sinner before thee. I have sinned against 
thy holy law; and according to the declaration of 
thy word, I have deserved thy anger. I have 
merited punishment both in this life and in another. 
But blessed for ever be thy holy name, thou hast 
declared in thy word, that thou hast given thy dear 
Son, who came down from heaven to live upon earth 
as a man of sorrows, and to die a shameful death 
upon the cross, that whoever of the fallen race 
should believe on him, shotdd have everlasting life. 
As a sinner who has forfeited all claim to heaven 
and happiness, I come upon the warrant of thy 
word, to plead the fulfilment of thy gracious pro- 
mise, which assures me that thou didst give thine 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should have everlasting life. Oh give me this faith, 
so to believe that I may be saved ; that according to 
thy word, my sins may be forgiven, and my soul 
completely clothed in my Saviour's righteousness; 
that being so adorned, I may stand before thy 
throne, and be numbered with thy saints in glory 
everlasting. Apply by thy Holy Spirit those 
promises which assure me thou wilt save to the ut- 
termost those that come to thee by faith ; that thou 
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wilt take away the Btony heart and give a. heart of 

flesh ; that thou wilt put thy fiear iu my heart : and 

as it has j^eaaed thee to afflict me with a long and 

painful sickness, oh may the sickness of the body be 

for the health of the soul. I trust it has weaned 

me fiK>m the vanities o£ time and a vain and widced 

worldy and has turned my desires towards my best 

and eternal interest ; it has made me love thy holy 

word m<ne than any other book ; and has led me to 

fly to thee as my Saviour ; and I earnestly hope 

that it may be the means of my being made thy own 

child; and as such that I masy be carried by angdb 

to thy heaveidy kingdom. Give me patience to eia- 

dure all thou hast aUolted me ; and when I have 

done and suffered what thou pleasest, may I be 

taken to Mve with thee, till my precious soul shall 

be reunited to my poor body, which diough now 

firail and dying, shall according to thy promise, be 

raised again a glorious body, to live and reign with 

thee fi>r eves and ever. And now into thy hands I 

commit my spirit, which I trust thou hast redeemed, 

oh ! Lord God of truth. Receive it to thy glory, 

to which thou wilt admit all those who die in the 

fiiith, and who shall shortly follow thine unworthy 

creature to thy everlasting kingdom, never to go any 

more out. Grant these petitions, which I offer up 

in the name of thy dear Son and my adorable Be- 

deemef. Amen.*^ 
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•* My dzab Frienb, 

" I have enclosed three pieces of poetry wlttdb 
I thought suitable to our dear girl, if she can bear 
to hear them, from the excellent Dr. Watts — a 
man whose spirit seemed to be in heaven, before it 
was released from earth. How ddightful it must be 
to spend an eternity in such society. Though the 
Christian chiefly expects his happiness to be derived 
from God himself, yet, from our nature being com- 
posed of flesh and spirit, we are apt to be equally 
pleased with the idea of meeting with excellent 
characters whom we have known on earth — those 
whose writings have profited land delighted us, but 
more especially those whose society and friendship 
have been our joy. And how blessed is it if we 
hare reajson to hope this shall be our lot. If the 
spirits who are departed, and whom we have knowB 
upon eaa^th, might be permitted in some easy and 
ploasaot manner to make us aoquainted with their 
state, what rapture would it give us to know that 
they are enjoying heaven, happiness, and gloiy. 
But we are to take the word of Gfod as the groimd 
of our faith. If they believe in Jesus and venture 
their souls with him, he will keep what they have 
committed to him. And if he take them to himself 
he will make them happy in his love. He makes 
them like himself He prepares mansions for tbem 
in his Fatlier's house. He has a glorious inh^i- 
tance to give them. They are clothed with his 
perfect righteousness ; they are lovely in his sight ; 
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and he presents them to his Father to live and 
reign with him for ever. 

'Tis he adom*d my naked soul, 

And made lalvation mine ; 
Upon a poor, polluted worm 

He makes his graces shine. 

And lest the shadow of a spot 

Should on my soul be found, 
He took the robe the Saviour wrought, 

And cast it all around. 

How far the heavenly robe exceeds 

What earthly princes wear. 
Those ornaments, how bright they shine ! 

How white the garments are ! 

" What can exceed this state ! May we all be 
numbered with those who shall enjoy the blessed- 
ness of it. Then, whatever our trials on earth may 
be, we may assure ourselves that they are only such 
as our heavenly Father sees good for us; and he 
who sends them will give strength to bear them. He 
never did, he never will forsake them who put their 
trust in him. Thousands have tried him. Let us 
endeavour to do the same in life and in death. We 
have his word for our warrant. Let us encourage 
one another with that word. That God may assist 
us in our most difficult moments thus to do, is the 
pincere prayer, for you both at this arduous time, of 
" Your deeply sympathizing friend, 

^' J. Dawson."" 
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** My dear Mrs. B — , 

" While your dear daughter is on this side 
heaven, you cannot tell me any thing about her that 
can be indifferent to me. Therefore the question 
you asked me this afternoon, came afresh into my 
thoughts, and I with pleasure assure you that it is 
my firm belief that the souls of real Christians do im- 
mediately ascend to heaven, perhaps are carried there 
by the holy angels, who are supposed to wait around 
their dying bed, to convey them to the realms of 
bliss. The Scriptures speak of believers in Christ 
as absent from the body and present with the Lord. 
Our Lord said to the dying thief upon the cross,— 
^ this day shalt thou be with me in paradise.** When 
Lazarus died, he was carried by angels to Abraham's 
bosom. An answer to a question in a catechism I 
learned when a child, says, * The souls of believers 
are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do 
immediately pass into glory ; and their bodies being 
still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the 
resurrection.' Dr. Watts founds his discourse on the 
happiness of separate spirits on that text ; ^ The 
spirits of just men made perfect ;' that is, those 
whose spirits are by death freed from their bodies. 
And Mr. Hervey in one of his letters, expresses his 
opinion, that Christians are taken to heaven imme- 
diately upon their separation from the body. It is 
a pleasant thought ; at the same time, what an as- 
tonishing thing it is, that these poor bodies torn by 
sickness and condemned to waste away in the grave, 
should be destined to rise again at the resurrection 
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day, and be reunited to the soul to enjoy an eternity 
of complete and never-ending happiness. How 
light should our heaviest trials appear, wheo we think 
of these things ; and God who has provided sueh 
everlasting comfort for his people, we may rest as- 
sured, will not leave them to finnt by the way. I 
have no doubt but he will grant you such support 
under your present trial, as will give you fresh proofe 
of his love to you ; both as it concerns your future 
portion of time in this life, and what is of most im- 
portance, the state in which you will be called to 
enter, when you must follow your dear child, whore 
1 have no doubt she will receive you with joy; and 
you with her, and these of your friends who possess 
the same faith, will spend a glorious eternity toge- 
ther. How pleasant the thought ci meeting with 
all our pious friends who have gone brfore, as wdl 
as those who shaU follow after us. Let us ebeer 
ourselves with these thoughts, and in dependence 
upon our heavenly Father, who knoweth our frame, 
and remembereth we are but dust, travel forward, 
in hope of joining the blessed assembly above, where 
we shall be amply compensated for every trial we 
meet with and every tear we shed. I caanot help 
feeling a little regret at the reason you gave me this 
afternoon, why your dear girl could not converse more 
freely with me. I think if she had more strength, 
I could remove this objection. I never entered so 
entirely into the case of any young person before, 
and I am delighted to find her profession of iaith in 
Christ Jesus is comfortable and firm. As long as 
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die csn conyene with you, endesvour to ^trengAen 
her mind in thig grand truth of the love of Christ to 
poor sinners, living and dying. I h(^ she wBl find 
comfort increased to the last moment, or that her 
dismission may be gentle and easy, perhaps in a 
comparative sleep, emblematical of that test wfaieh 
her body will find in the grave, while her soul k 
conveyed to join the happy assembly of whom it is 
said (Rev. xxi. 4.) ' God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. And there shall be no more sor- 
row, neat death, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain, for the former things are passed away.** 
Surely in our judgment we may rather envy those 
who are gone, than those who are left behind: though 
nature must feel the bitterness of parting, I tmst i| 
will please God to make up the loss by his blessed 
inresence, and in his own tame fit you for faimedfr 
but while you are spared here, you will find a frjemi 
to the utmost of her power in 

" YoioB very afibctionately, 

«J. Dawsoht.'* 

^' My dear FaiEND, 

^^ Many dianks for your vary kind note. I 
am very glad that my poor writing could give you 
satisfoction. Many would diink it tedious, but I 
hope it was done in sincerity. You seem to think, 
if you had been an eariy Christian^ it would have 
spared you many painful examinations. Ferhapa. 
not. There is such a mixtuie of evil with our good; 
and Satan knows so well how to adapt his tempta- 
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tions to our difTerent tempers and to the scenes we 
are called to go through at different periods of our 
lives ; that there are constant calls for fighting all 
the way till we get to the end; happy if Jesus 
.condescends to fight for us, he will make us more 
than conquerors. I inclose in this, the piece signed 
by your dear child. Do not let it distress you ; she 
was happy then, she is infinitely more so now. How 
many snares and dangers has she escaped, which 
make me tremble for my children. We are now 
closing a year which will always be r^nembered 
with sensations, we must not say painful, when 
jdacing every thing in its proper point of view, we 
consider a future state as infinitely preferable to the 
present ; and when we contemplate the unspeakable 
happiness of those who have left this poor perishing 
state, and are now enjoying perfection of bliss in the 
presence of their God and Saviour. I was at Lan- 
caster this afternoon ; that is to say, at the entrance 
of the town. I went on purpose to look at the stone, 
which in the morning I found would be conveyed 
to the quiet retreat, where your dear child^s remains 
are deposited. It pleased me, and I would have 
stepped down to ask if you would like to see it, but 
knowing I must leave you immediately, I thought it 
might hurt your spirits: so I came directly home, 
widi a melancholy kind of satisfaction at having 
completed the last testimony of respect and affec- 
tion for the dear deceased. It is a little remarkable, 
that this year should close, and the new year begin 
with this solemn service. How often do I repeat 
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the sweet verse, which I think reads so suitable on 
this grave-stone : 

Oh happy dead ! in Christ that sleep, 
While o*er their mooldMng dust we weep : 
Oh faithful Saviour ! who shall come. 
That dust to rescue from the tomb. 

How much is included in these four lines ! all that 
we want, if we can but believe in this precious 
Saviour. He must be our hope through life, in 
death, and at the day of judgment. Without him, 
we are utterly imdone. In this grand point of 
believing on him, we must be decided. If we trust 
in ourselves, we shall be deceived, as too many are 
who die tolerably easy : they have no proper know- 
ledge of their state as sinners ; they see no necessity 
of the righteousness of a Saviour. The Scripture 
says, there are no bands in their death: they are not 
troubled as other men. They have not the fears that 
many good people are distressed with ; nor are th^ 
acquainted with their joys, when the righteousness 
of a Saviour is applied by faith. May it be our joy 
to live and die in the firm persuasion of those in- 
teresting truths. I fear there are too many decent 
characters, like that of Ignorance in the Pilgrim^s 
Progress. They go on their pilgrimage like others, 
and get one Vain Hope to ferry them over the river; 
but when the scene opens, and they expected to be 
admitted to the heavenly gate, are dreadfiilly disap- 
pointed. I hope you have been pleased with ^Lady 
Russell's letters." She was indeed an eminent Chris- 
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turn. How desiraUe to feUow oo bright an oxaniide, 
if only in a small d^^ree. Her rengnation to the 
will of God in her heavy affliction, and the strength 
she received firom above for the discbarge of her 
duties to her children, are what we should feel desi- 
rous of attaining in her life and character. May 
we at last have an abundant entrance into the king- 
dom and joy of our Lord, when he shall come to be 
our ju^^. This is my wish for you, my dear ^end ; 
and you win pray that it may be returned to 

^ Your OBcere and affectionate friend, 

"J. Dawson.'' 

Miss B. had fer some years been declining in 
her health; but in the spring of the year 1806, 
Aefe appeared visible symptoms of a rapid eon- 
sumpdon, which continued to increase till the latter 
end of the month of September; when she was 
ideased firom long and painful sufiering, and entered 
into Aat rest which remaineth for the people of 
God. It was very pleasant to observe, that as the 
weakness of her body increased, her mind seemed 
to gain strength, and to attain the most exalted ideas 
of rdigion ; and though she said very little to any 
person, except her mother, it appears that her dili- 
genee in using all possible means of attaining a sav- 
ing knowledge of every thing necessary for her eter- 
nal happiness, was very uncommon. Her Bible and 
some pious books bear the marks of a very .diligent 
perusal. The most interesting passages contained 
in the Psalms, particularly petitions suited to her 
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State as a smnery and entreating hdp» assistaaee, 
and salvation from 6od» are especially noted by her; 
and so striking are many of these passages, that an 
observer might suppose they had been noticed by a 
Christian of long standings particularly some versed 
in the 62, 6S, and 1 19 Psahns, with maay olih^m. 
There were several hymns in Dr. Rippon'*s coUeetioii 
which were much esteemed by her — ^hymn ^ S95y 
&G. various verses of which express c(mviction ot 
sin, and earnest desires after Christ as the Saviowf 
fiom its guilt and power. But the volume in whidi 
she seems to have taken much delight was Mr. 
Hervey's Meditations, wherein she has marked soom 
of the most striking passages. The faUowing is 
«Qe of them: ^Put off your sackcloth, and b« 
girded with gladness, because Jesus is as metdful ta 
save as he is mighty to help. Because, he is toudied 
with the tenderest sympathi^ng concern for all 
your distresses ; and he lives, ever lives to be ]ro<u 
advocate with the Father. Why then should tuieasy 
doubts sadden your countenance? Why shouldl 
desponding fears distress your souls ? Turn, turn 
these disconsolate sighs into cheerful hymns, stnea 
you have his powerful interces»on and his inestiau^ 
ble merits to be your anchor in all your tribulations* 
and to be your passport into eternal blessedness.^ 
Also the two following lines, which are part Of the 
translation of the celebrated French Sonnet, " Gramd 
Uieu.'^ It concludes 

" V€t where, ok where, oan e'en thy thiindert fall, 
«' Chriit*! blood o*eni»read8, and ehields me f rotti 
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Agdin : " let Christ be your support under all yont 
infirmities, lean upon Christ, as the rock of your 
salvitlion. Let his name, his predous name form 
the last accent that quivers on your pale expiring 
lips." Another passage — ^^ But my soul exults in 
the thought, that the garment of celestial glory, which 
shall ere long array this reanimated body, will never 
wax old. The illustrious robes of a Saviour^s con- 
summate righteousness, which even now adorn the 
justiCed spirit, are incorruptible,immortal,&c.'^ Ano- 
ther beautiful passage begins thus — ^^In every temp- 
tation look unto Jesus, the author of thy strength, 
and captain of thy salvation."" To this passage she 
has affixed the letter D. with her pencil, which is 
. supposed to be intended for initials of the name of 
a fiiend, who had occasionally conversed with her 
about religion. Another is respecting trusting 
God with temporals ; and begins, " what a cheering 
argument does our Saviour derive from hence to 
strengthen our affiance in God."" But the following 
is a passage peculiarly interesting to a friend who 
had conversed with her upon religious subjects, and 
who did not know much of the state of her mind, 
and to whom it has affi>rded peculiar pleasure to see 
it pointed out thus : 

"I can never forget with what heedless gaiety I 
was posting on to destruction, had not her faithful 
admonitions arrested me in the wild career. I was 
unacquainted with the Gospel, and had no concern 
for its unsearchable treasures ; but now, enlightened 
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by her instructive conyensation and letters, I see 
the all-sufHciency of my Saviour, and animated by 
his repeated exhortations, I count ail things but 
loss that I may win Christ. Methinks her dis- 
courses, seasoned with religion and sent home by the 
divine Spirit, tingle in my ears, and I trust, will be 
more and more operative, till we meet each other in 
the house, not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. — a. b." , 

To another passage she has added in the mar- 
gin, "a remark made by Mrs. D." Though her 
friend does not recollect the particular remark said 
to have been made, she remembers some interesting 
conversation which took place; and thinks it was 
upon the insignificance of earthly things to the im- 
mortal spirit when the body is laid in the grave, and 
the certainty of the superior value of true religion 
to every thing beside. She thinks herself honoured 
and delighted by these testimonials of the sin- 
cerity of hdr desire for the salvation of the soul of 
her yoimg friend, which she doubts not has been 
happily effected by the Spirit of God, accompany- 
ing the reading of the Scriptures and prayer, and 
also the perusal of a few plain books and of a few 
letters, which supplied the i^ace of much personal 
conversation. The fear of giving pain to a most 
affectionate'pareht, whose constant and unremitting 
attendance upon her, through this long illness was 
repaid with the tenderest affection and solicitude 
for her welfare — a disposition which she had dis- 
covered in the warmest degree in health as well as 



Digitized by 



Google 



\SO I'IFS AKD WRITINGS 

in sickneM — made her bAckward to talk upon ttny 
thing that might lead to the idea of a separation ; 
so that one might have supposed she did not thiidc ' 
henelf in a dangerouji sUte. But she had l(mg 
been thoroughly acquainted with her situation. She 
^rocwed Dr. Watts' Songs for Children. One 
i^jainat pride in dress, she was much delisted with. 
She said she had learnt many off in her dul^hood^ 
but had forgotten them, and some of them were 
very comfortable and pleasant to her. A little book 
of Sermons for Children was very interesting to- hcr^ 
and she was seldom long without it in her hands. 
The s^nrice appointed tofr the sick, in the Bode of 
Common Prayer, was used by her with triie deifo* 
tion; and after she was confined to. her bed^her- 
deal mother read it constantly to her, till her ner- 
vous system became so weak, she could not bear to 
hear the turning of the leaves. If a note or a letter 
was received by h&t upon the subject of rdigion, it 
^as put under her pillow ; and such was her attach- 
ment to some of these writings, that she desired two 
Psaktts of Dr. Watts' and some other Uttle pieees, 
might be deposited with her remains, which, im coim* 
pUanoe with her request, was aceordii^y dene. Cte 
the 19db of September, a person said to her, ^Ihope 
you believe in Jesus.' * Oh yes,^ she said^ ^ I dew 
A friend tdd me of this and I fiael perfedtly eoni- 
poeed and happy in trusting in Jesn&' A heavenly 
sMiik was' upon her countenance when she said this. 
September 18th.— She enquired^ whether the sonl 
aecended to he«ven immediately after its teteam 
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&mj». the body; and was ddighted with soflse 
tiwiiights ion A&t sidbject, coaunimicated by a firkiid. 
^e OQuId not be satisfied, till abe had eatieated her 
m^er to mrke a note to that friend, expressiye of 
tlielMi^y state of her mpid, and to tdl her that she 
oauld thiak only of Jesus ; that she was happy to 
haare done widi this vain world, and that die ^ould 
meet her friend in heasren ; that flhe was paueh pleas- 
ed ^i^ that fiiend'^s expressions reii^cting the state 
of the soul after 4^eath ; and that she was perfectly 
satisfied. When her mghts were rery wearisome, 
rihe desired her mother to read to her ; and then 
wotddpray and entreat her mother to pray with her. 
She tfiH her, e^ had seen 4wo aiigds, aiid that i^e 
should go with mie of ^m soon, ^e also s^, 
that they should pray for that friend, for whom t^e 
had .^qnressed a particular esteem ; and who, she 
aaid, had givepi her the best advice. Some passages 
in the buirialseryiee were very predous to her. She 
had expressed a desire to see two books, mentioned 
in the notes of Mr. Hervey^s Meditations ; viz. Dr. 
, IdAcas^ Enquiry after happiness, and Jenk^s Svkh 
mbaion to the righteousness of God. They wer^ 
procured ; but she was too weak to hear any of them 
read to her. She suffered much pain during the 
last finlnight; but was uncommonly patient, and 
exerted herself to edmfi:Nrt her dear parent, encourag- 
ing heop to put all her trust and confidence in God,' 
and assuring her that be would never leave nor for- 
sake her. She had been long attentively visited 1)y 
her physician. She told him, if it had pleased God/ 

M 
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she should wish to have lived a few years longer^ 
but she submitted to his will. She had in general 
been very patient throughout ; and strove to say 
every thing to her dear parent, to impress her with 
a sense of the duty of acquiescing with the will of 
God concerning her : telling her that if her life had 
been spared, she might not have been Tfrithout' afflic- 
tion, and representing how much better it was for 
her to go to a happier state, now it had jdeased 
Grod to prepare her for it. She spent her last night 
in giving directions to a particular friend, for whose 
spiritual welfare she was much concerned ; and the 
day following, spent most of the time in prayer to 
Grod to bless all present, frequently clasping her 
hands together, and pointing upwards, as if to hea- 
ven. About half an hour after six in the evening, 
on Tuesday the 30th of September, she resigned 
her spirit without the least sigh or groan, but so 
easily, that it was scarcely known when she ceased 
to breathe ; a circumstance which is pleasing, as we 
hope it is a token of the serenity of the spirit in that 
happy moment, when, being released from the poor 
emaciated body, it finds itself surrounded by saints 
and angels in that world where there is no more 
pain, nor sorrow, nor crying — the former things are 
passed away. We trust she is now joining a celestial 
company in singing praises to God and the Lamb, 
and where we hope to meet her with all those de- 
parted in the faith. And so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore let us comfort one another 
with these words. Her remains were interred on Fri- 
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day the 3rd of October in the burying ground of St* 
John^s Chapel, being attended by fourteen young 
people. May it be the happiness of every one of 
them to die as she died ; and to share the same felicity 
which, we doubt not j she is enjoying in the heavenly 
world. 

In the year 1807, Mrs. Dawson accepted an in-« 
vitation from her brother to visit him ; and by this 
means, enjoyed the satisfaction of renewing her in- 
tercourse with all her beloved relatives, and thus 
introducing her family to those from whom she had 
long been separated. None could more fiiUy appre- 
ciate the advantages that were to be reaped,^ or evince 
deepet gratitude for the attentions she received. 
Revived and edified, she was enabled to pursue her 
course, leaning on the all-sufficiency of her Saviour. 
She had also the gratification of once more behold- 
ing her venerable friend Mr. Newton; although 
from the weight of years and the lapse of time, it 
required considerable explanation before he could 
apprehend the person of his former friend. No 
change had taken place in his mind ; his language, 
still the same— only waiting his Master^s wilL He 
uttered an aiFectionate prayer, placing his hands on 
the heads of two of her children who accompanied 
her, as an earnest of his blessing. After spending 
four months in the society of her endeared connec- 
tions, she returned to her peaceful habitation ; where 
she thus writes to a friend: 
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" My dear , 

^^ I have sent you a few of the lotietB of my 
venerable friend Mr. Newton. I am afraid you wiU 
find the hand rather difficult to read, but do not 
hurry or fiU%ue yourself. The sentiments are ao 
good) that they will repay you for the trouble. Y«u 
will see his opinion of worldly pleasures. Indeed I 
think his ideas are right. I can find that a very 
small portion o£ diem ought to be suiScient &r the 
children of religious parents. May it please God 
to provide cUfferent [Measures and employmevlis fyt 
my dear children, or I shall be far fisooi hiqppy. I 
hope they were given me as ble8sii|g6> or I skopld 
be apt to say as one <^ old— <did I device a cbiU? 
I will hope that former kindnesses to myselip ace 
earnests of future happiness for them. In one of 
the inclosed letters you will find a beautifiiila>mpAii- 
son of a Christianas life to a piece of tapestry work, 
which taken only as it appear while unfinidied, 
seems confused, but when completed, is beautafid 
in all its parts. The do<^ruice otf providence, and 
God ordering every thing for good, u dehghtfrd 
when we can receive it ; but when pexplexities axise, 
and the spirits sink, it is hard to believe this truth* 
But as Mr. Henry says, we have three unchangeablea 
to oppose to our mutables. An undiangeable God, 
unchangeable promises, and an imchangeable hea- 
ven. How happy to be enabled to take refuge in 
these great truths. — Lady Russell kept her certain 
days of retirement ; and I should always like to read 
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Mr. Henry's life through at this season of the year. 
With many thanks for your kindness, 
" I remain 

" Yours sincerely, 

" J. Dawson.'' 

After fixing her two youngest children in the 
moBl improving situations for their education, in the 
yi^r 1809, she again journeyed southward, where a 
most severe and unexpected trial to her faith awaited 
her. Scarcely had she begun to enjoy the blessings 
of the social circle, than herself and friends were 
aliurttied by th^ symptoms of fever in her only 
SOD, and which continued during twelve weeks with 
such unabated violence as entirely to baffle the 
skill of the most eminent physicians. All that 
oocdd be procurisd or suggested by relative affec- 
tioU) was summoned to relieire the sufferer ; but in 
vain) iaH the Lord appeared as his healer, and in 
8 manner beyond bdief, restored him to her as one 
fdive from the dead. During a period of sixteen 
weeks, she seldom quitted his apartment ; watching 
over him by vight and by day with a solicitude, 
which may be inferr^ from the following remarks : 

^* Nov. 19. Sab. afternoon. Highbury Pkce. — 
Confined *om the house of God by a providence 
new in the annals of my life ; viz. the severe illness 
of my deat son, on whom God, for trise reasons, has 
laid his afflicting hand. Oh may the power of divine 
truth enlighten hk understanding and comfort his 
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spirit; and while I stand with trembhng anxiety 
watching the progress of disease, and earnestly 
hoping for the favourable interposition of providence, 
may my spirit be resigned, and believe that the 
Lord will care for me in this momentous concern. 
What an affliction it would be to part with him, I 
can scarcely describe ! What anxiety I have felt 
respecting his future life, is equally impossible to 
express! Therefore do I commit him into the 
hands of a gracious God, who in my judgment I be- 
lieve, will do what is right. But oh that his life 
may be precious in thy sight, oh ! Lord ! that he 
mt^y be spared to be a blessing to myself; and that 
he may be useful to the church of God in his day 
and generation ! 

*' Dec. 5. — A fortnight has elapsed, and very 
little progress made in the returning health of my 
dear son. He has been brought to the extreme of 
weakness ; insomuch that it may be said, ^ if from 
the borders of the grave thou bringest my soul, may 
the glory redound to thee.' I have never felt my 
mind inclined to give him up, only conditionally. 
If God foresaw that his future life might be turned 
aside by temptation, and be disqualified for the ser- 
vice of God, I could resign him to his father, in the 
days of his youth ; but I would rather pray, that he 
may be useftil and honourable in his station to the 
glory of his heavenly Father. I cannot help saying 
with Hagar, ^ let me not see the death of the child ;^ 
and I will also say, ^ not my will, but thine be done.** 
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If possible let this cup pass from me, and deal gen- 
tly with us, for thy mercies^ sake. 

"Jan. 1. 1810. — This evening Mr. Clayton came 
up into his chamber, and made an excellent prayer, 
which I hope will be answered for us all. Oh ! that 
this providence may be sanctified to every individual 
of my family, and that Christ may be formed in their 
hearts^ the hope of glory. 

"Jan. 10. — The last week my mind has had 
fresh exercises respecting my dear child. We hoped 
he was recovering ; but alas ! the physician declares 
the uncertainty of the event, from his great weak- 
ness. We have no hope, but in the great Physician. 
How hard do I find it to give him up ! I know how 
I ought to act; but oh the pain, the struggle it 
caiises. I wish to be entirely resigned. When I 
consider the interest that has been excited about 
him in this part of the world ; the thousands of 
prayers that have been offered for him by his dear 
relations and their connections, and the best of the 
good people at Lancaster — ^these things seem to say, 
if praying breath was never spent in vain, surely 
his life must be spared; or if not, some great 
evil must be prevented, which might terminate in 
the loss of his soul. It gave me pleasure to find 
that he derived some consolation from the text in 
John iii. 16. His uncle made a few comments on 
it, and affectionately commended us to God. Lord, 
thou never didst refuse such a petition when upon 
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earth ; nay, didst ereii pfeteM th^ r^M m ih^ 
case of the poor widow, wbo had Mts^b ^e^ df 
the city with her. Thou saidst, * weep not ;^ and 
M^ed ftbtfi the dead. Ok Mi«e hitn up htm the 
botdfers of tlie grate, and let hiiil lH<e ie Mf ^ ^afitt' 
in the hoilse of the Lord. But dbove aB, iMy he 
have Jight in hiti soul, add grre him Mill in ^ 
atoning Hood of JesUs, tiat he may hitte a ffi^ 
hope that his sins are forgiyen tdm. May ke gf^d^ 
up before thee, and adorn the garden of the church 
betew ; but if it ttlusi bfe otherwise, gi^ tS^ k»*tne 
evidence that be shdl flourk^ with beail^ ik ^ 
couns ftbbye. 

'^ Jsn. 23.«^My mind i^' dee^y d^Msed. The 
^lysieian Lsf using Us last effifrt, iriiidi ie endsidcirs 
to be of little use: I kdow God is wise, jini^ and 
even ttiercifid iii his determthatioik He knows, 
wlmi I do not He sees what I do not seei Ke 
may see it necessary to take Ais bnab to bk fdd, 
rsAer than sdflfer it to be o jtpefa ed M> the wiatij 
blast here. Ob thtft I cduM d^y^, 

^ 1 know thy judgmentA^ hotd^ ate right ; 

Though they may 869m severe ; 
The sharpest sufferings I havie known. 

Flow from thy faithiTuI care.' 

I 

" Miarch 3.-^h is a cbto^ideraBle ti^ i^i^e" Ih^i^ 
had an opportunity of tio^iehtg tbe pil0td<fefade Of 
God to me and mine. Strrely I a!tiAy aAy> ^Whalt 
shall I rehdfer to tfie Lord for iii bis liierctei*.'* 
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When all despaired, God raised up. He said ^ I 

am the Lord thathealeth thee.''--^He hath heard my 
prayer and the prayers of thousands, and raised up 
my dear -child; who has left Us dumber thb 
week, and is restoted to his diefaff fHeiids again. 
Oh may the affliction be deeply sanctified to him and 
me. He has been gradually restored ; though his 
spirits are very lat^d. And now what shftU I say 
respectmg myself. I cannot rejdice ih the progres- 
sive restoration of my child with the aardoinr I other- 
wise should do, on account of my own personal 
affliction, which I fear Will donflne liie Vheil he will 
be ready to go up to the hoiase of the L<nd. Oh 
let me have a look from thee to comft>rt : A look of 
especial observation — a look of compassion — ^a look 
of support and assistance. 

<< March ll.-^db. day.-^^fhto d^ My dear son 
is gone up to the house of the Lord. I am under 
the painfiil necessity to abide at home. Perhaps it 
is, that I may more fttdthdy prize thds& dydinanoes 
when I can attend them. I trust nky thanks to a 
gracious God are stffl the same; and that I shall 
learn to trust him for every thing I need in this life 
and that which is to come.^ 

On tly following W^k, a day df th^l^rlksgiving was 
observed; when ihe following poem was presented to 
her, accompanied with sweet petitiims to the throne 
of mercy ; and dn the ^th of Mdi*6h she t^as enabled 
to return home after an absence of six months with 
her son and daughter. 
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DEJECTION— HOPE— AHD GRATITUDE. 



The tear that diatUs from mine eye. 
And the paleness that covers my cheek. 

The repeated and sorrowful sigh, 
That.thieatens this bosom to break ; 

These wearisome watchings and pain. 

These anxious solicitudes too— 
If I must be compellM to explain— 

Are all, my dear Edward, for you. 

The mxnomB of relative love 

Have consumM the fond joys of my heart ; 
But how fiery my trials must prove. 

When soon we must finally part. 

My gourd that fast withers, farewell I 

The fleeting possession retires ; 
Those presages almost foretel 

That the languishing Edward expires. 

11. 

But why should I deeply complain. 
Though droops the fair plant that I rear ; 

It may blossom and flourish again 
And renewMin fresh verdure appear. 

That effective Omnipotent Power 
Which causM the you&g stem to arise, 

Can remand me the fugiti^^e flower. 
And quicken its life e*er it dies. 

That Power which from stones of the earth, 
Bids Abraham's children to spring ; 

To health can make sickness give birth, 
And the dumb in his praises to sing. 
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The Saviour, who heals the disease 

Which baffles all medical skill. 
Can speak but one word if he please. 

And cure every corporal ill. 

He can say to the Damsel; arise. 

Awake from your death-boding sleep : 
Can wipe away tears from the eyes. 

And require me no longer to weep. 

'Tis with Him to command e*en the dead, 

To break earth's imprisoning womb ; 
To start from the dark and cold bed. 

From the dust and disgrace of the tomb. 

Then let me confide in his power. 
Though obscure all my prospects may seem ; 

He can dear up my cloudiest hour. 
For all things are easy to him. 

111. 

Well— the rain it is over and gone. 

And the storms of the winter are past. 
The clouds they are all overblown. 

With the rude and tempestuous blast. 

Awake then, my harp and my voice. 

To tunes of melodious air ; 
Come let me be glad and rejoice 

In the proofs of his love and his care. 

The strings that in idleuess hung 

On the bough of the sad willow tre«u 
No more, on the branches unstrung, 

Shall continue unfinger*d by me. 

I will join with the birds of the grove, 

That warble harmonious lays ; 
With the strain of the wild-noted dove, * 

To chaunt forth his merited praise. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 72 LIFE A»I> WRITIM^S 

Sweet garlanas my br&w ihiO) adorfl, 
Oather'd fresh ftom 016 flowery iUeiid ; 

I will throw Off the ^lULfp plereitig thoitt, 
Whioh oocasionetf lAy tomplM CO bleed. 

I will summon lAy fri^ftdfi tiH firdUtid, 
To utiite iii ft chOHU of to»g ; 

While each ^ddtofii6 hd&n will rtiboniid, 
And the pr&Ued of Jems prolong. 

All blest be his glorious name. 

Who redeems from the gates of the grave ; 
Full wide be extended his name, 

Who has provM he's almighty to save. 

Yet so long as I sojourn bek)w, 
I must meet with vicissitudes still : 

Oh ! for deep resignation to bow 
To the dictates ef Sovereign Will. 

If my orchards no produce should yield, 
If no oil from my dliv« ishcmld fkO, 

If the flddt be ait 6ff f^om th6 fiM, 
Or the herd b6 libt ftmud Id th6 stftll— 

If my vine its young fruitlings should cast. 
And the fig-tree its proihising bloom, 

If the lightning and furious blast 
All the com in the meadows <Sonsume— 

1£ the hurricane^s violent sweep 
Quite demolish the tent where I dwell ; 

0*er the corse of the children I weep. 
Should 1 hear the funereal kneU-«- 

Yet ^tis miae to rejotee in the Lehl, 
Who can every vdnfert recall : 

Though h* 4laif m^ I'H tnftt in his word-^ 
For He is Ay pOff ties^-Ay All. 
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In the ye«f 1816, she prepm^d for a ohange «f 
i^ideiice, firom the {^oppsed enedioo of a neir house, 
m the place of her present habitation. She aoeord- 
i^ly remored to the Uyrnt^ where in the oours^ xif 
twp xeiurfiy die £xfid heraetf in the situation from 
whkb she oey^ afterwaxda removed. Dtuii^ i^ 
int^yal, di^ had the inexpneasibk comfort oi wit- 
nessttf , 0n the SSd of Septeinber, 1817^ heing ihe 
ansdveraary pf her )»nh, jdie naion of her son with 
the otigect (of hia ehoiee and afFeetions kt the person 
of MuB WiLSOK, of AUbodt Ifall, in Westmoriaiid, 
to mham die beeame iendeily attadied, and whom 
she xeodTfid to her heart with all the tenderness 4>f 
piffientii regard. On the return of the day n^Et 
year, she thoa writes : 

^^ I desboe once mooe to adcnowleflge the goodness 
of^Grod to me in preserving me to the commeBee- 
ment of another year of my existence. Much of 
his goodaess ^nd mieatc^ have I reeeiared. CHi may 
gmtatude be wiiiftem on my heart ! Oh may I foel 
nnffe lacfie to that Saviour who has done much for 
me aoid mme I My (dear aota and daughter are enter- 
ed on a new dwelling, which we hope C»od wffl Uess. 
Oh may God bless th^Doi to the good of their aeigh- 
bonrhoed; and Icn^t not thine tnvworthy wormj 
but teach metto follow harder after iSiee, and he^ 
me to tnist thee 4nore aimjdy, and rely on theenune 
steadily than ever. Perhaps my years may not be 
many ; pechqM my jubilee year from the poriod I 
united myself to the ohxiroh below, may see me in 
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that state where I hope to be united to the church 
above. It may be sooner, or it may be later — oh ! to 
be ready for my great change. May Jesus be our 
song and shield; and may we tread in the steps of 
the excellent of the earth. It is more than forty 
years since my dear fiither bid adieu to the cares 
and sorrows of this perishing world. He died rich 
in faith, and had a triumphant entry into the joy of 
his Lord ; and during these forty years have I been 
led and sustained in the wilderness ; and shall I 
ever doubt that love, which has so far led and fed 
me, directed and counselled me ? provided for my 
wants, and caused me to abide in peace and health? 
May he provide for my dear children ; and give my 
dear new-married ones his special blessing. Oh 
may God vouchsafe us all his supports till the great 
trial of all. Grant it. Lord, for thy infinite mercy. 
Amen.*^ 

Every addition to her family called forth her 
warmest spiritual desires. Especially at the birdi 
of her grand-children, how anxious was she that 
the blessing of God should be their prime inheri- 
tance, that they might be early brought to know 
the Lord God of their fathers : that he might be 
the portion of each ; viewing them as the seed of 
the righteous, to whom the promise is given. The 
birth of her eldest grand-daughter she thus notices : 

<< December 29, 1819. — My dear daughter-in-law 
was this morning safely brought to bed. Lord, I de- 
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vote the infant to thee': oh may she be thy own. 
child ! may she be taken into thy covenant ; and 
never be separated from thee. May the Lord be 
her portion, and that of all my dear children !^ 

« February 13, 1820.— This day, my dear little 
grand-child came to my house ; her mother going 
to the house of God for the first time after her 
confinement. May the dear child grow up before 
the Lord in every desirable gift and grace, and may 
the Lord be her portion. Amen. This day it is 
forty^wo years since my dear and honoured father 
went to glory, and entered his everlasting rest. How 
affecting and tender his parting with his children. 
How fervent his expressions of love to his Saviour, 
and faith in him. How earnestly did he exhort the 
two ministers to preach Jesus. I have this day at- 
tended the church as well as my own chapel, and so 
commemorated the remembrance of that day. Oh ! 
blessed heaven, where there shall be no differences 
of opinion, but all shall be a happy union and glo- 
rious blessedness. I love to join in the different 
persuasions below, to remind me that all true believ- 
ers are one in Christ. The period must soon arrive 
when I must appear before God. Oh ! to be then 
clothed in my Saviour's righteousness, and not a 
spot to be seen on my immortal soul.**'^ 

In the spring of 18^, that afiectionate and tender 
sympathy for which she was remarkable, was brought 
into severer exercise than any she had experienced 
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■ttce tlie death of her hudbaiid. It was then, die 
kid to nungie her tears with Aose d her eon, who 
was called to sestgn his beloYed wits ; who hi the 
bloom of youth, after gudng birdi to a son, was 
taken firom the endearments of this life to the nobler 
e^ioyments of her fatfaer^s house in the kingdom of 
hMFfifti. The firm and unbroken affectbn whioii 
had sttbaistad between these kindred spirits, would 
haare rendered this stroke insupportable, had diey 
notJgeensvMtaiBedfayahppe that the separation would 
he but for a season, and that the day could not be 
diaCaat when a set^mion woidd iake {dace in the 
blissful regions where sighs and fiueweUs ar^ a SQuad 
udbiowti. 

After ji^vi^g ^spxcission (o some degieee of lefr as. 
to th^ r^oo^ery of her bdoved daughter, she writes 
on the IKtb of May : " I £^4^ su^ no de^ afflic- 
tion to befall us. This pcitition has not bee^^aat- 
ed*^ She then proceeds to record the ^o^g scene 
of a life most desirable to all widi whom t^e dying 
m^t had been connected ; a scene never to be f^- 
gotten by those who witnessed it, and ip which was 
loanifested in a striking manner the ^aithfi^ne^ ^ 
Crod to his promises, and the tender love qf Jesus 
to his follower, in passing the valley of the shadow 
of death. Surrounded by her near and dear rela- 
tives, she addressed them in the most tender manner. 
Thanking her much loved mother-inJaw in strains 
qf touching gratitude for all her kindness; and 
QommittiDg her three children to the care of her 
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ocw^enuit God, ftnd entfeating her servants to care 
finr thoir immortal souls ; she then prepared herself 
tridi unusual energy, mingled with holy composure 
fyt the journey she had often contemplated. After 
ealfing on her sister-in-law and her husband to 
commend her to Jesus, and joining with them m 
lepeatii^ a favourite hymn rf Dr. Watts ; " There 
18 a land of pure delight ^ she exclaimed ; ^^ I see 
a star of ^ory-— Jesus wiU soon hg here— >I die quite 
comfortable and happy.** 1%u$*£d she yield her 
blessed spirit into the hands of that Saviour, whom 
she had loved and faithfully served. This was 
indeed a state that called for the exercise of resig- 
natk>n in the aged Christian. Her great desire was 
that the end of affliction might be answered ; that 
she might become more entirely sjuritual, and dosdy 
follow the frotsteps of those who dirough faith and 
patience inherit the promises. 

On the d6th cf May, she has thefoUowing memo- 
randum : *' Oh Lard, thou hast completed thy work 
of judgment«*^]qr strange work. The dear little 
child, from whom wepromised ourselves pleasure, thou 
hm laid in the dust. Thou didst take the mother : 
now thou hast taken her dear little son. The father is 
Uft— is bereaved. Oh ! do not leave us— ^o not 
ii>r8ake us i I feel very much afflicted and cKstrea- 
ied; but do not let me rebel against thee by mur- 
muring at thy disposals. Keep us near to thyself 
Amen." 
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April 28, 1824— She thus writes: "This day 
being the anniversary of the birth of my dear littls 
grandson, whom it pleased God to take away one 
month after its birth, I cannot help recording it ; ex- 
pressing m^ hope that he is an heir of an im- 
mortal crown ; an inheritance incorruptible, and that 
fadeth not away ; and is now with his beloved mo- 
ther before the throne of God and the Lamb. In 
his death, I trust they were both interested, and are 
rejoicing, that their warfare is accomplished and 
their iniquity pardoned. They know not of our low 
cares, our trivial pursuits. Yet I hope we are 
pressing on to God, and in a short time shall join 
them there. May the Lolrd give us wisdom to do 
what we ought to do while we remain here ; then may 
we follow those who are gone to their rest, where 
God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes.'" 

The habit she was in of constantly resigning her 
most intimate concerns to the divine guidance, was 
of the greatest use : ever unfolding to her ways of 
providence, and enabling her to discover a hand, 
which might have been invisible to a common ob- 
server. She had great comfort in seeing her' dear 
little grandchildren consigned to the care of a valu- 
able relative, whose piety and experience seemed to 
supply as far as possible the tender assiduities of a 
mother. Her constant petitions arose for them to a 
throne of grace. W hen the younger had attained her 
fifth year, she writes : " May the Lord grant that she 
may grow up before him as a dearly beloved child. 
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and as an heir of glory. May every blessing descend 
upon them, with all their dear connections.*" 

Her thoughts and affections were constantly tend- 
ing towards the better world, and every dispensation 
of providence she improved, to quicken her progress 
in preparation for the glorious rest she anticipated. 
In the latter years of her life, she occasionally suf- 
fered severely from the tic doloreux, and it was in 
these seasons she manifested the greatest patience 
and submission to the divine will. 

On March 6, 1826, she remarks : " Having been 
indisposed of late, I desire to consider my state of 
mind, and to mourn over my want of faith, and seek 
after a more habitual casting myself and my concerns 
on the Lord; yet how apt am I to indulge in thoughts 
of vanity rather than strive to have them more fixed 
on heavenly things. I ought to consider whether 
my indisposition may not lead to such complaints as 
may end in the dissolution of this poor frail body. 
Oh that every pain may draw my heart upward, and 
keep it from sinking into selfish concerns. My dear 
grandchildren are gpne with their aunt to Eendal. 
How glad should I be to see their minds impressed 
with some tender thoughts of religion, though it is 
yet early. May the Lord sanctify every providence 
to fit us more for the inheritance of the saints in 
light, and may I be more ardently looking to the day 
of Grod. The week before last, our yoimg friend 
Miss M. T. entered, I trust, her heavenly rest, 
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9fter m Uln^s of foyr months. May bfar mAt wUch 
was peace, be sanelified to her ibmUy. May ibey 
all deeply feel the necessity of faith in Christ to en- 
able them to pursue after benv^aly things ; imd may 
we all prepare for that death whiob surrounda us in 
the midst of life. 

<< April .^tb. lu the course of the last week, 
I have to record the death q[ our former worthy 
firi^xid and pastor, the Rev. Mr. Chaniear. I traat 
he is arrived at that happy place, reserved for thoae 
who have served the Lord, and especially in the 
work of the Christian ministry. I trust be has 
r^ved the reward of«^^ Well doQeg> good and faith- 
ful servant ; enter into the joy of thy Liord^" Oh 
may I in due time follow him- Oh mity I le«m to 
dp the work of the day in the day^ to love the Lord 
mor^ to follow him more fully and never to draw 
back in a time of trial. The last word/s our Roy. 
^end uttered vcre ; * What I say unto you, I ai^ 
unto all— vatch.' When his dauger was anQounce4 
)^ said, ^ I am ready .^ To be able to aay this or a 
good ground, is a great thing. May it be my happy 
case, whether sooner or later I am eaUed to ^»Uow 
him- May a pastor be sent, to fbed the people be 
has left with knowle^e and understanding.^ 

On the ^d of September in this year, she en- 
tered the last she was to spend in this vale of tears ; 
and as usual she notices it with the humflity th|i»t 
eminently adorned her character: ^^ Having been 
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tpared to complete another year of life, Lotd^ I de- 
sin^ to repent of ita ufielessness. Oh ! tnay t spend 
my diort remainhlg time mote to thy glory. We 
puned last week at Heydiam, where as usual I was 
delighted with the works of God and his wonders in 
the gveal d&sp. I found pleasure in the society of 
a good minister and his wife, (the Rev. M t. M^O 
a man of much trial. Oh ! that I could do and get 
good by these communieations. We only mske 
Aon acquaintances here; oh honr desirable thAt 
CDuntiy where our sodal bliss shidi be perfect; be- 
cause derived jBrom immediate communication With 
the Sawiour.'' 

On the I6th of November, ahe penned the last 
memorandum she made of the dealings of God in 
providence and grace, in her journey through the 
wiUemess. She notices with much jteaeore the 
stcmims she had heard firom her friaid, the Hev. £• 
Parsonic aa peouliaily suited to the aged Christiani 
and then presCTta an affectionate prayer for her son, 
who had taken his departure for London ; adding 
in the spirit of afifection aiid benevolence which dis-^ 
tiAgaisbed her : ^^may all our dear friends be blesc^ 
ed, and m$ij every one of our famQy be bound Up 
in the bundle of life with the Lord our Ged. Ob 
that I may be madealitde useful ; and above aH, be / 
widy for an eaehange of worlds, whenever it ilhaB 
I^tease God to etU me out of fids world of sin and 
sonrow. May an abundant entrance be granted ftkf 
ifito the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. Am^."* 
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She was soon to prove the inestimable value of 
that habitual preparation in which she had lived, 
for the coming of her Lord. Her heart and affec- 
tions were constantly going forth m warm desires 
towards her Father^s house. Having fulfilled all 
that God had appointed her to accomplish, in her 
earthly pilgrimage, for her family and the church of 
Christ, she seemed to have little to do, but to put off 
the garment of mortality and to fall asleep in Jesus. 
It had often been her wish to realize the desire of 
her favourite poet in the contemplation of the closing 
scene: 

** May some disease, not tardy to perfonn 
Its destined office, but with gentle stroke. 
Dismiss me weary to my safe retreat.*' 

It may be truly said, that for more than fifty years, 
her *^ conversation had been in heaven ; firom whence 
also she looked for the Saviour, the. Lord Jesus 
Christ;^ and being assured she had an AUnighty 
friend who would be ready to receive her into the 
mansions prepared for her, she could contemplate 
the approach of death without apprehension ; know- 
ing whom she believed, and '^ being persuaded he 
was able to keep what she had committed to him 
against that day.^ 

On the 1st of December, she was attacked with 
what appeared to others a slight cold ; from fiome 
remarks of a heavenly nature which escaped her, 
she seemed impressed with a presentiment that soon 
she must put off her earthly tenement. Her fire- 
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quent prayer had been : ^' Lord, grant that I may be 
ready whenever the summons shall come : let there 
be no conAision ; let my house be in order.^ She 
had for some time acted as treasurer to the Ladies^ 
Bible Association in Lancaster, but on that day 
addressed a note to her valued friend the secretary 
of that institution, with a letter to the committee, 
resigning her office; and thus she seemed to bid 
farewell to those of her friends she had associated 
with in that great work of Christian love. During 
the day, she was more than usually cheerftd, and 
had much conversation with her daughters ; express- 
ing a hope that she should not be confined by a 
lengthened illness, so unwilling did she at all times 
feel to give additional trouble to those who attended 
upon her. She, retired to rest rather earlier than 
usual; and on her youngest daughter giving her 
the medicine prescribed at twelve o^clock, she peace- 
fiiUy reclined her head on her pillow ; signifying 
she felt better and very comfortable. At three 
in the morning, the same hand would have again 
administered the appointed remedy — ^but she needed 
no earthly comforter to soothe her — ^she was gone to 
take her seat under the shadow of the tree of life — 
thither her blessed spirit had peacefully withdrawn. 
In the stillness of the night, a voice had whispered to 
her, ^^ Thy warfare is accomplished ; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.*" Surely her end was peace. 

To enlarge on the feelings of others on this sud- 
den and unexpected event, which deprived her fa- 
mily of a mother unequalled in the tenderness of her 
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•Ibcdoii, and the church of a member dktiiiguiflhed 
by the comtancy and fiarrour of her prayers; would 
not accord with the object of this memoir. Let ui^^ 
say to those who tcmdlj mourn the loss of 
and belored parents, now no longer your com- 
and your guides?— ^look upward, and by 
itb, behold the sfnrits of the just made perfect, 
he golden gates of the new Jerusalem have ub^ 
ftr their admittance. Angels, who took de*^ 
it in ministering to them while th^ sojourned 
the wild^ness, have conducted them to fields of 
verdure; and introduced them to that 
blessed Saviour who redeemed them with his predous 
blood ; they have received theb crown, and tune 
their harps to the praise of redeeming k>ve« Thdr 
I fisars and anxieties are for ever gone ; in the dty 
where they dwell there is no night, there ia no need 
of the sun, lor the glory of God doth lighten it, and 
the Land) is the light thereoC ShouM we wish 
their return? Our feeble nature might desire it; 
but rather IcA us remember their example, and like 
them be ready, ^^wjth our lamps trimmed, and our^ 
loins {pxded as Aose pr^paxed for the coming o£ 
m^d.'* 

*^ And might those pleasant hours again appear. 
Might one wish bring them, would we wish them here ? 
I would not trust my heart^the dear delight 
Seems so to be desir*d^>perhaps I might ; 
But no— what here we call our life is such, 
So little to be loir'd, and thou so much, 
That I flhottld ill requite thee« to eonitraiu 
Thy unbound spirit into bonds again.** 
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In attefiQpting to describe the character of a pa^ 
rent, a difficulty presaits itself of no commcm ma^ 
nitiMle ; filial affection mi^t be foigiTen 4f bland to 
fimlts, scar ody perceptible to an obsenrant efe* 
If faults could be discovered, they were so nearly 
akin to virtues of the most amiable kind^ tbat h 
se&ms difficult to draw a line of distinction. Her 
modesty was so great, that it amounted to timidity ; 
md led l^r to shun every thing that would have 
made even h^ eaEodlencies prominent to the public 
^e. An instance of this presenta itself to the 
memory of the writer. At her request, a near and 
dear rdative of hers printed a sermon on the plain 
and important truths of the Oospel^ the distiibution 
of which she hoped might be blessed to the spiatual 
good of hex neighbours and fidends. He dedioaled 
it to her in terms expressive of his afifection ; yet so 
fearftil was she that even this should wear the apb 
pearance of self-complacency, that she out out the 
dedication firom most o£ the oiqoiesy expretns^} hev^ 
self in the remarks shehul wdtten on that occaskm, 
with the greatest humility befbte God t so anxious 
was she to fulfil her Master's command; *^let not 
thy left hand know what thy x^ht hand doch.^ 
Truly she was a motJbr m Israel, and the Saviomr^s 
beatitude was her portion : ^< Blessed ase the medk, 
for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of 
Grod.'' She acted in the q^ixit of a passage written 
in one of her papers, '* resign, oonquer s^( gjiveup 
to odiers; let mildness, and gentlmefls, and the 
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gtwcea of the Holy Spirit reign in thy breast ; and 
be victmous over discontent and pride, which it re- 
quires more pains to overcome, than to cultivate a 
cahn composed resignation. Beg a resigned, con- 
quered will, a will broken to pieces before the Lord, 
and moulded into his own spotless and divine will ; 
pitying, but never provoking thy fellow-creatures.^ 

It has been already seen how much it was her 
happiness in the morning of her days to devote her* 
self to God; deriving her greatest pleasure from 
the Scriptures, which, like Timothy, she knew from 
her youdi. 

Her Christian charity was prominent, through 
life. Like that commended by St. Paul, it never 
failed. To be a real Christian was a sufScient intro- 
duction to het friendship; and in how many histances 
her kindness flowed in t^ channel, which no human eye 
saw, will not be discovered till the day when the 
secret service shall be openly rewarded before men 
and angek. How tend^ly also did her affectionate 
heart go forth towards the young ; she seemed to 
watch for their souls, and if she could discover the 
dawnings of a desire toward God, she seized the 
favourable opportunity to present some book, which 
she thought might be usefrd in helping them to 
decide their choice for heaven. Her reading had 
been directed to the most, valuable authors of the 
present day, and she delighted in the writings of 
hcdy men of old, which she made her own; Arch- 
bishop Le^hton, Flavel, Owen, Howe, Henry, 
Watts, Romaine, and her beloved correspondent 
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Newton, were her favourites in divinity ; and on 
other subjects, she sought her information from the 
best writers : reading not so much for entertainment, 
as for the profit of herself and those connected with 
her. This indeed seemed the great end of het life; 
springing &om a desire to glorify God, both in life 
and in death. *^ The memory of the just is blessed ;^ 
and never could this text be applied with greater 
truth to any character than the one which is h^e 
presented to the reader. May the remembrance of 
her virtues be an incitement to pursue the path she 
steadily trod ; and in which she persevered till she 
received the end of her faith, and in the bosom of 
her Lord whom she loved and faithfiilly served, 
found rest and eternal joy. 
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The PrinUr nffrett Aat fhefoUawinjf paraaraph wot omUigd in U0 
proper pkuce : p^^ 94 ^ 

6tb* That there is a throne of grace to which 
all poor sinners are earnestly denred to come, wheire 
they may tell all their sorrows, and pour forth their 
whole soul into the bosom of a compassionate Savi- 
our, who is able and ready to help, and will help, in 
any time of need. This is a great privilege indeed. 
Oh my soulj use this privilege without abusing it 
Let the omnipresence of a holy Ood fiO thee with 
awe when thou approachest him. Let the view of a 
tender-hearted Saviour melt thy frozen affections, 
and a knowledge that the blessed Spirit must assist 
thee to pray aright. Let these things make thee 
very serious in this business ; at the same time la- 
bour after a holy familiarity at this throne ; labour 
to get interested in thy Jesus^ affections ; constantly 
pljring at this throne ; pray without ceasing : the 
promises are so many to the performers of this duty, 
it is channing to think of it. Bless God then for a 
throne of grace* 

ERRATA. 

Variovs Page9—/»f the «< Rer. Mr. Kitoben," nad «« JUt. Mr. 
Hitehin." 
Page 1, line 3, far " 1760," read « 1769." 
.^lej — 6 from foot, fw " be stiU," read « He stiU." 
.,r— ai, -^ I, for " Sep. 3." read " Sep. M." 
^73, — 5, /or "amaiynthg," rearf ^'ainarantht." 
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